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Big 
Garden 

A Thank You to Modbury 
It’s 21:30 in the evening (usually bedtime) and we’ve 
been rowing for 12 hours, beginning to wonder why 
we ever thought this was a good idea. Two weeks 
previously, on the spur of the moment, we had 
decided it would be. We’d both been separately 
contemplating ideas for charity fundraisers, when a 
text message to ask for advice about rowing on the 
Concept 2 quickly snowballed into a 24 hour tandem 
row. 
What followed was a few long training sessions, 
followed by several days of skin re-growth on our 
blistered fingers – all part of the preparation process. 
During this time, a quick visit to Cool Beans café 
secured our venue for the row, despite telling us we 
were crazy, Sam and Charlotte very kindly offered up 
their space, and later offered to fuel our engines with some of the finest sports nutrition known to man (pizza, 
brownies and toasties). 
Back to 21:30, the halfway point. The sun is fading and the temperature is dropping – perhaps we should have 
thought this through… 
The people of Modbury were looking after us in spectacular fashion though – we’d been gifted a camp bed, 
blankets, hot water bottles, an electric heater, and copious baked goods to name a few! As well as the 
creature comforts, we’d also had a steady stream of spectators and support rowers that continued almost 
entirely through the night – in fact, there were only 2 hours in which we were rowing alone! This was a good 
chance to try and sleep during our rest periods, which proved easier said than done. 
With the sun coming up, and more sausage butties delivered and consumed, the crowd started to gather for 
the final push. With 15 minutes to go, we hit our personal target of 300km, and with the pressure off we cruised 
in to the finish to an amazing cheer! 
This article is really a thank you from us both, to everyone who supported us to complete this challenge, and 
most importantly to every single person who donated their hard earned money to our two causes – every 
donation, large or small, has been hugely appreciated. We were blown away by the generosity of the 
community, internet donations, and also by Cool Beans, who kindly donated all their Sunday morning takings!  
At the time of writing, we’ve raised over £2k – quite remarkable with only 2 weeks planning! If you missed us on 
this challenge, the links are still available for donations. For information on the where the funds raised will be 
used see below: 
The Multiple Sclerosis Society UK is a non-profit organization dedicated to offering local and national services 
to individuals whose lives have been affected by multiple sclerosis (MS), and promoting and funding MS 
research.                               https://justgiving.com/fundraising/conor-patterson2? 
More Play for Modbury is a great local initiative that is giving the Memorial Hall playpark a full re-design and 
restoration, for future generations to get outside and active – this has been funded by grants, and by 
donations from local individuals and businesses. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/moreplayformodbury 
Quote from Tom Coates of the Modbury Parish Council: “A huge thank you to both Tom and Conor for the 
amazing fundraising effort. Not only have you raised a significant amount of money that will really enhance 
what we can offer in the redevelopment of such an important play and outdoor space for Modbury, but in 
doing so your row will undoubtedly have inspired young, old and those in between to get outside and get 
active. Great work. Thank you”.                                                                               Tom McKenny & Conor Patterson 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/conor-patterson2?
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/moreplayformodbury


canec…
With over 30 years experience, working closely with our clients,

we find efficient and enhancive solutions for your
lighting, home data networks and green energy needs

Insured
Compliant

Experienced

Tel: 07731 689571 / 01548 821500
Email: simon@canecltd.com
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MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Report of the virtual Modbury Parish Council AGM held on 4th May 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom. 
Apologies were received from Devon County Councillor Rufus Gilbert who could not attend 
because of the local elections. One member of the public was present and all Parish Councillors 
attended.  

Election of Officers: Peter Watts was re-elected as Chair person and Colin Whybrow was elected as Vice Chair, taking over 
from Margaret Middleton.  Andy Walker, new Parish Councillor, was welcomed.  

District Councillor Report: Bernard Taylor, the South Hams District Councillor for Charterlands, which includes Modbury, did 
not have anything to report.  One parish councillor complained about the grit on the new road surface in Church Street/
Broad Street and Bernard Taylor replied that a road sweeper, to remove the grit from the anti slip surface where it had 
been flung onto the pavements, has been requested 

Public Forum: A list of points had been provided in writing by a member of public  

• Lorries are coming down Brownston Street and having trouble so a sign is needed at the top to stop this. It was 
suggested that this is caused by Sat Navs and a sign at California Cross should be provided by Devon County 
Highways to try and prevent this. It was also suggested that the traffic around Modbury continues to be a problem 
generally and this issue needs to be discussed at County level. 

• School swimming pool: there is no further information at present about public access to Modbury School swimming 
pool and it was suggested that this is probably due to the Covid situation. 

Action Plan: CCTV will be fully discussed at the June Meeting. It was also suggested that signs are put up on the 
approaches to Swanbridge Mill to prevent lorries from using lanes around there. 

Modbury Parish Council Committee Reviews: the Planning, Marketing and Communication, Finance and Human 
Resources, Community Action Plan, Parking, Neighbourhood Plan, Marigolds Day, and MARS working groups remain 
unchanged. Tom Coates has come off the Maintenance Committee which now consists of Rob West as Chair with Andy 
Walker, Jo Woodcock, Colin Whybrow. The responsibility for the annual inspection of the play parks in Modbury is now the 
responsibility of the Maintenance Committee. Margaret Middleton has come off the Parish Paths Committee She now 
chairs the Emergency Plan Committee. The Complaints Review Committee consists of George Rosevear, Peter Watts, 
Margaret Middleton, Peter Keohane, Rob West and Barry Keel.  

Representations on other bodies are as follows:  
Town Improvement Charity - George Rosevear replacing Bill Cole.  Champernowne Community - Jo Woodcock, Modbury 
Allotments Association - Rob West & Andy Walker, Catch Up with Local Policing Group - Tom Coates to attend 

Lengthsman (Cleaning road gutters): It was discussed whether Modbury Parish Council should employ a lengthsman. The 
conclusion was that the Maintenance Committee could do the work as and when necessary. 

The Annual Parish Meeting on 1st June will be held in the Pavillion for Councillors with, possibly a Zoom stream for the 
public but this will be confirmed later. 

Planning  
0710/21/HHO   0711/21/LBC   Brownston Street  support  
0798/21/FUL      Broad Street   support  
0799/21/HHO 0800/21/LBC  Brownston Street  support 
0957/21/HHO     New Road   support  
1151/21/HHO    The Priory   support 
0821/21/VAR 1373/16/FUL  Calancombe   no objection in principle, but with a comment that South Hams  
       District Council require that the access to be to a high standard  
0802/21/FUL 3800/20/FUL  Colmer Farm resubmission no comment 

Web Site: the Modbury Parish Council website is not sufficiently user friendly, The Communications Committee is  to review 
this and report back at the July meeting. 
The Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements were approved. 
Memorial Hall Play Park: The play park will be closed and safety fencing will be erected on 11th May with building work 
commencing on 7th June and a proposed opening day on17th July. 
Correspondence: 
A correspondent enquired about the possibility of speed bumps on Poundwell Street and Church Lane but it is against 
Devon County Council policy to fit speed bumps. 
A correspondent requested that a sign be put by the disabled parking bay in Galpin Street to restrict the time people can 
park there as it was originally intended for shoppers at the Co-op but is often occupied by one car for days at a time. 
The Citizen's Advice Bureau (CAB) would like to use the Parish Office but there were concerns about privacy due to the 
window. This concern will be be fed back to the CAB. 
Kingsbridge, Salcombe and Modbury Chamber of Commerce have some money to help relaunch tradersbbusinesses. It 
was suggested that a traders representative come to the council and give more information about their relaunch plans. 

Chris Barnes 

Bill Cole is retiring from Modbury Parish Council and the people of Modbury would like to thank him for his many years of 
service, especially his work with the Maintenance Committee helping keep Modbury as safe from flooding as possible. 
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  Are you….. 

   ►  Fee ing Stressed? 

   ►  Unfocused? 
   ►  Low energy? 

   ►  Suffering from Pain? 

DISCOVER TOUCH FOR HEALTH! 
A non-invasive, powerful yet gentle 

holistic therapy which helps         
improve well being & vitality,  

enabling you to move forward  
with renewed  energy & balance. 

 

-to-  sessions in Kingsbridge 
Clinic No. , TQ  AB  

Mari u Wren - Kinesio ogist  
0  0  

www.heraho is c.co.uk  
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martinranwell@googlemail.com

Your one stop shop for all 
your computing needs 
Do you need help with your 
computer, mobile phone, 

iPad or tablet?   

Would you like to learn more?  

Does your computer need 
repairing or upgrading? 

Contact us for professional 
help at a reasonable price.  

Chris 07722254064        
Lynne 07806559465 

bcsmodbury@gmail.com

 

 

 

 
 

MOWING – STRIMMING 
HEDGECUTTING 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE  

 

Professional Friendly Reliable 

No lawn too large or small 

Over 35 years experience 
managing estates 

Please call to discuss your 
requirements 

07771892916 – 01752 896298 

Martinmows20@gmail.com 

 

MARTIN MOWS 
MARTIN FLEETWOOD 

 



CHRISTIAN COMMENT:  
SAYING GOODBYE IN THE TIME OF A PANDEMIC 

One of the saddest aspects of the last 18 months has been 
funeral services being limited to a handful of mourners.  No 
doubt for many of us there have been funeral services which 
we would have liked to attend to pay our respects and say 
goodbye which we have had to miss. The sight of an empty 
Windsor chapel and Queen Elizabeth sat on her own, in 
many ways summed up many people’s experiences during 
this time. 

On July the 4th at 6pm we are going to be holding a Service 
of Remembrance at St George’s Church in Modbury. We 
hope it will be a comforting service, providing an opportunity 
to remember those who were close to us but whose funeral 
we were not able to attend. There will be music to listen to, 
prayers, a reading from the Christian scriptures, a poem, an 
opportunity to light a candle in memory of someone you love 
and a message of hope and comfort.  

The service will take place under the government's 
coronavirus restrictions that will be in place at this time.   

If you would like to join us please book a place by contacting 
me via phone (01548 830 260) or email: 
matt.rowland@modburyteam.org                        Matt Rowland

Welcome to St George’s Church, Modbury.  We are open every Sunday for public worship and you can see 
the services and times below.  We adhere to the current Covid restrictions to keep everyone safe.  At the 
moment, this means we sit socially distanced, we wear face coverings, use sanitizer and have a one-way 
system.  We hope you will feel welcome despite these restrictions and we hope you will join us on a Sunday 
morning. 
You can subscribe to our newsletter by emailing vicarspa@modburyteam.org or by calling 01548 831126 to 
request a copy if you don’t have a computer.  www.modburyteam.org
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St George’s Church  
Please check our website for our current opening times  

www.modburyteam.org     

St Monica’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 

Modbury 
St Austin’s Priory  

Roman Catholic Church, 
Cadleigh 

01752 892606 
Please phone for details of services at St 
Monica's and St Austin's during Covid. 

June Modbury Service leader

6th Holy Communion       9.30am Rev Matt Rowland

13th All Age Service           9.30am Rev Matt Rowland

20th Holy Communion       9.30am Rev Matt Rowland

27th Sunday Worship         9.30am Michael Tagent

ST GEORGE'S, MODBURY

A Se ice f Re e b a ce 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J  4 h 6  
S  Ge ge'  Ch ch, M db  
A  i   e e be  fa i  &

f ie d  h e f e a   e e  ab e 
a e d.

P ea e b k a ace b  c ac i g
  01548 830 260   a . a d@ db ea . g

 
Modbury Memorial Hall AGM 

The Annual General Meeting will be held in the Memorial Hall  
on Tuesday 22nd June 2021 at 7.30pm 

A warm welcome is extended to all the people of Modbury,  
especially users of the Hall 

Please come along and support your local community Hall.

mailto:matt.rowland@modburyteam.org


Contacts: 
Police Community Support Officer:  
Sergeant James (Jim) Timmis     
James.TIMMIS@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

County Councillor (Salcombe Division):  
Rufus Gilbert. Tel: 01548 856659 
rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk 

South Hams District Councillor (Charterlands):  
Bernard Taylor Tel: 01548 830844 
cllr.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk 

MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE 
2 Galpin  Street, Modbury PL21 0QA, Tel: 01548 

830222   parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk 

The Parish office is open on Tuesdays mornings and 
from 10-11am on Saturday mornings. 

Should you have any parish matter you would like to 
raise please email parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk or 
write a letter and put it through the Parish Office 
postbox. 
You are also welcome to speak at the public forum 
held at the beginning of each council meeting. The 
meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month 
(except August) at 7 pm. 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Cllr Watts (Chair of Modbury Parish Council)  would like 
to invite you to Modbury's  Annual Parish Meeting which 
will be taking place on Tuesday 1st June 2021 at 7pm. 

The Meeting is open to everyone and will be very 
informal, with the aim of enabling local groups and 
societies to promote their activities, giving everyone an 
opportunity to find out what's going on in the parish and 
encouraging people to get involved in community life. 

We hope that this will be at the QEII Pavilion but have 
yet to receive final guidance regarding face-to-face / 
virtual meetings. We wanted to let you all know now so 
that you can put the date in your diaries. 

If you would like to attend to represent your group or 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , p l e a s e e m a i l t h e c l e r k   - 
parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk.   

Sally Smale, Parish Clerk

Modbury’s Covid Emergency Support Service to End 
The Emergency Support Team, set up by the Parish Council at the start of the pandemic, has decided to 
formally stand down at the end of May. The Emergency Support phone line and email address will no longer 
be monitored. 

Demand for the Team’s services has dwindled in recent months as people made their own arrangements for 
help from friends, family and neighbours. The relaxation of lockdown regulations, in line with the Government’s 
Road Map, also means the Team’s services are no longer required. 

The few people who are still being helped will continue to be supported by those who have been looking 
after their needs but on an informal, voluntary basis.  

The Core Team, which has led the Emergency Support Service, would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
outstanding number of volunteers who offered their services as well as those who were called upon to help as 
Volunteer Care Wardens and District Team Leaders. Their compassion, dedication and efficiency has been 
remarkable. Thank you all.  

When the history of this unique period in Modbury’s history is written, the community spirit demonstrated 
throughout the pandemic will stand out. 

Colin Whybrow 
on behalf of Modbury Parish Council  

PERSONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS   
(Births, Deaths, Marriages, Thanks etc)  

£10 per insertion—Max. 50 words  

(Subject to available space)   

email modburymessengercic@gmail.com

mailto:cllr.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk
mailto:parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk


CREEPY CRAWLIES  
For many of us, that’s what we think of when someone mentions insects.  BUT insects are 
incredibly important in the grand scheme of things, and here are some reasons why... 

• Without insects many birds, bats, reptiles, amphibians, small mammals and fish would 
die out as they would have nothing to eat. 

• 87% of all plant species require animal pollination, most of it delivered by insects – that is pretty much all of 
them except grasses and conifers. 

•  3 out of 4 of all the crops that we grow require pollination by insects. 

In recent decades there has been an alarming drop in insect numbers, due to 
multiple factors including use of pesticides, habitat loss and climate change. But 
every one of us can do something to help and it doesn’t matter if it is only a small 
act like planting a tub with bee and butterfly-friendly flowers or herbs - no act is 
too small when it comes to our precious wildlife.  

Beetles are the unsung heroes of the garden and they need our support, 
according to the Wildlife Trust and Royal Horticultural Society. Helen Bostock, 
Senior Horticultural Advisor at the RHS says: “Beetles are really cool. They come in 
so many shapes, sizes and colours and play lots of different roles in garden life – 
nibblers, pest controllers, pollinators, recyclers, and even undertakers”. Ladybirds 
help gardeners by eating aphids while some ground beetles feed on vine weevil 
grubs and water beetles keep mosquito larvae under control in ponds. 

The UK has more than 4,000 beetle species. Providing a patch for beetles, including 
ladybirds, ground beetles and rose chafers, is a great way to encourage balance 
in the garden and boost biodiversity, feeding both the soil and larger garden 
visitors.  Devon Wildlife Trust has a campaign called Action for Insects and if you 
check out their website there is a mass of practical advice and information 
showing what we can all do to create insect friendly environments, which in turn 
helps other wildlife species such as birds and hedgehogs.  

Here are some easy practical ideas: 
• You already know about the advantages of leaving lawns (and verges) uncut 

for longer periods (see Modbury Messenger April edition, which of course you 
have kept…) and if you haven't is available on the Messenger website. 

• Build a beetle bank – adding a mound of soil, particularly in flat gardens, adds 
both shady and sunny habitat and provides shelter for lots of invertebrates. 
You may have moles helping to get you started! 

• Make a ‘dead hedge’ –structured piles of branches and twigs can be used to divide up an area of the 
garden and provide a residence for beetles as the branches rot away. If done well they can look really 
artistic. 

• Create a beetle bucket – perfect for small gardens, filling a bucket with rotting wood and leaves makes a 
home for all sorts of beetles and other insects. Get your kids to help with this one; nice and messy! 

• Log and rock piles, plenty of pollen-rich flowers and not cutting back dead plant stems until late winter are 
other good ways to attract beetles and other wildlife. 

• Add nectar-rich plants to your garden, tubs or windowsill pots, and try to make sure there is something 
flowering from early Spring through to Autumn - nice for us as well as the pollinators. 

• You can grow some ‘companion’ plants which help pollinators or control pests like aphids, so you don’t 
have to resort to pesticides:   Nasturtiums amongst vegetables attract aphids away from the vegs and may 
repel ants and whitefly. Borage growing near strawberries and tomatoes attracts bees to cross-pollinate. Dill 
and fennel in veg pots attract hoverflies which eat 
aphids. Garlic and chives under roses can deter 
aphids and black spot (interesting mix of smells 
too!). If you look after the good creepy crawlies, 
they will look after your garden.                                           

  Caroline Bower 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US! 
What a difference a year makes! And I am not talking about Covid, although things are slowly starting to 
improve on that front. Goodness knows, it’s been a wretched year and for many people things will never be 
quite the same again. No, I am talking about the new allotment site inside the Palm Cross estate. In a year 
that saw all our freedoms curtailed, shops, hairdressers and restaurants closed and no contact with friends and 
loved ones, the one freedom still allowed was to 
get out in the fresh air and dig! It was good for 
our mental health we were informed. 

Just over a year ago a group of us stood at the 
entrance to the site (see picture right) while 
the plot numbers were drawn out of a hat. By 
the end of May we had signed agreements 
and were inspecting our measured-out plots 
with interest. Despite the fact we were well into 
the growing season, allotment holders were 
undeterred and launched into a frenzied 
round of plant and manure buying, digging, 
planting and watering. The results were 
spectacular – there were beans of all colours, 
pumpkins, cucumbers, tomatoes, brassicas, 
carrots, beetroot, fruit and flowers in great 
profusion. 

A year on look at us now. Plots are dug, sheds have been put up, raised beds put in, wind and rabbit fencing 
erected and grass sown. Several loads of manure have also been delivered. We are all raring to go but the 
British weather has had other ideas. "Ne’er cast a clout ‘til May is out" goes the old saying. Never was a saying 
more apt than this year with the last few freezing weeks of the easterly wind whistling round the site and 
vicious early morning frosts. Not a lot is growing up there yet. I lost several tomato plants overnight after 
stupidly planting them out. There are some hardy onions doing well along with spinach, rhubarb, potatoes and 
kale. 

So there will be no clout casting or 
planting until Mother Nature gets 
over her strop. Once the weather 
improves we can get back to 
planting and with the anticipated 
loosening of Covid restrictions 
maybe this year we can plan for an 
official opening ceremony and 
some celebratory bubbly. 

So Happy Birthday to us!!! Here’s to 
a great growing season and some 
much-missed camaraderie. 

Have a look at our seasonal Spinach 
Soup on the next page. 

Drawing lots for the plots

The first load of manure last year

Nice neat shed and terraced 
raised beds on one plot.Plots marked out
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RECIPE FOR SPINACH SOUP 
It’s still weather for cosy comfort food, and a good immune-booster full of minerals and iron is vibrant green 
spinach soup. Use the baby spinach leaves and don’t add them to the pan until the potatoes have cooked or 
they will lose their colour and the soup will be an unappetising grey. They don’t need long in the hot liquid to 
soften.   

INGREDIENTS: 20g butter, 2 shallots finely chopped,  
2-3 cloves of garlic chopped or grated,  
200g potatoes, peeled and chopped,  
1-1.25 litres stock (chicken or vegetable),  
400g baby spinach, a good grind of nutmeg,  
juice of half a lemon and 200ml crème fraiche 

METHOD: Melt butter and gently soften the shallots 
and garlic. Add potatoes and stir to coat in the 
butter. Add the hot stock and bring to the boil, 
simmering for several minutes. Add spinach leaves 
and simmer until soft 7-10mins. Take off the heat and 
puree in a liquidiser or with a stick blender. Stir in the 
lemon juice, grind in some nutmeg and season with 
salt and black pepper. Add crème fraiche to your 
personal taste. Serve with some buttered sourdough 
or even cheese toasts. Re-heat gently and do not 
boil.                                                                 Jane Jones

Raised beds going in

4FMMJOH�8BUFSGSPOU�1SPQFSUZ�
4JODF�����

0RGEXU\���7��������������
8BUFSTJEF�1SPQFSUZ

Royal British Legion - Modbury Branch 
The next meeting of the Modbury and District Branch of the Royal British Legion will 
take place on Monday 21st June 2021 starting at 7.30pm, when it will be hoped to 
have a face to face meeting in The Club, provided that the COVID guidelines do 
allow. New members are always most welcome.                David Scott (Hon Secretary)
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Digging out the old edging stones

The new surface has 
been laid and is awaiting 
its coloured finish due to 
be laid in the spring.

My wayward compost bin

My weedy plot

A well- 
tended plot

My rhubard 

Diary of a Local Beekeeper: Swarming Season 
Duncan Currall shares his love of bee-keeping in a series of articles for the Modbury Messenger, charting the 
highs and lows of the apiarists’ year. 

"A swarm of bees in May is worth a bale of hay. A swarm of bees in June is worth a silver spoon. A swarm of bees 
in July isn’t worth a fly." 

As we enter another swarming season, the old country adage above remains absolutely true. Early swarms 
have a better chance of establishing a viable colony - building up numbers and stocking up on honey ready for 
winter. In short, their survival - and worth - depends on getting the timing right. May so far has been wet and 
unseasonably cool, so the bees haven’t been inclined to go out too much. But as soon as a warm spell arrives, 
the chances of some of our stronger hives swarming is very high. So Justine and I are currently on red-alert for 
the tell-tale signs that a hive is preparing for this major event in its life-cycle. 

One crucial pointer is the presence of queen cells in the hives. Bees swarm for a number of reasons, but 
primarily to multiply, by splitting the hive into two new, separate entities. To facilitate a swarm, the colony takes 
a collective decision to make a new queen and so builds a special cell, or cup, over a standard, fertilised egg. 
After the larva hatches (about 3 days) it is then fed with a unique substance called Royal Jelly, which turns, 
what would have been a standard worker bee, into a queen. The new queen will take about 16 days to 
emerge and the swarm usually takes place just before she does. Then the old queen will leave the hive, along 
with most of the mature, flying bees and set out to find a new home – a hole in a tree, chimney pot – whatever 
is suitable. Wherever she lands, the rest of the bees - up to 25,000 of them - will form a protective cluster around 
her. The sight and sound of an airborne swarm is always a spectacular, if perhaps alarming sight. However, 
contrary to popular myth (perpetuated in part by Hollywood), swarming bees are not vengeful insects on the 
warpath. Quite the opposite in fact! Before they leave the hive, the departing bees will have feasted to the 
brim on honey – a sort of last supper – which renders them sluggish and soporific. Their sole intent is to follow and 
protect the queen, and to maintain their own energy reserves for possible lean times ahead. If you witness a 
swarm in the coming weeks, it is probably best to keep your distance. But keep calm, make a note of where 
they are heading and inform either myself or Justine. We can then collect them and put them in a new hive, 
the best environment for them to survive. 

Meanwhile, back at the half-empty ranch (hive), the virgin queen will hatch and immediately set off on her 
maiden voyage, to an area frequented by drones (male bees). How she knows where to find these bee 
‘nightclubs in the sky’ is a mystery. But, hopefully she will be courted and mated by several drones – who will vie 
and die for the privilege – before making her way back to the hive and beginning her life-long duty of egg-
laying. It’s amazing to think she will lay many thousands of fertilized eggs in her 4-year lifespan, just from this one 
mating. Not only that, but she can also decide whether to lay a fertilized egg for new workers, or an unfertilized 
egg for drones. I will talk further about drones and their lives in another issue. 

Responsible beekeepers try to mitigate swarming, mainly to avoid their hives losing strength over the summer, 
thereby reducing honey production, but also to avoid complaints if the hives are in residential areas. 
Occasionally however, particularly in hives with ageing queens, allowing a swarm to occur can be a good way 
of bringing in a vigorous new queen, who will boost the health of the colony rapidly. To stop swarms, bee-
keepers try to find and remove any queen cells, ideally each week between May and August, a task much 
easier said than done! Even experienced bee-keepers miss the odd, hidden away queen cell – and it only takes 
one to tango! However, if a colony continually initiates queen cell production, despite the bee-keeper’s best 
intentions, then it means they are 
determined to swarm and only 
special pre-emptive action will stop it 
– a subject I will cover soon. 

Meanwhile, Justine and I are very 
encouraged by the current strength 
of all our hives and the growing 
amounts of honey being produced. 
We really need some warm weather 
now, to encourage flowers to yield 
lots of nectar for the bees to collect. 
May is a critical month as gardeners 
know only too well, when what looks 
like a promising season can be 
knocked askew, due to a spell of 
cold, wet weather. Here’s hoping for 
a good summer! 

Duncan Currall 
An example of a queen cell



INTENDED MONTHLY FLAG HOIST AT PALM CROSS GREEN DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE 

1. Please note that if the wind is above 20 knots the intended flag hoist will not take place. 
2. The intended flag hoist will not take place if the Modbury Chief Yeoman is absent. 
3. All the Signal Hoists are done using the various Country/National Ensigns and the International Code of Signals Flags. 
4. Starboard Yardarm (Plymouth)-West, will have the event wording, (which sometimes is abbreviated – only 7 or 8 flags can be flown). 
5. Port Yardarm (Modbury)-East, will have the year. Answer Pennant (Ans) will indicate the start (when at the top) or end (when at the bottom). 
6. 1st ,2nd ,3rd substitute flags will be used whenever a flag flown earlier/higher in the hoist is to be repeated. eg 1911 = 1,9,1stsub,3rdsub.  
7. If there is a significant event which does take place, additional signal flag hoists will be arranged, subject to the note 1 above.  

However, all the above hoists are subject to change. 

David Scott, Modbury Chief Yeoman 

Date Masthead Starboard Yard 
(Plymouth) - West

Port Yard (Modbury) - 
East

Event

02 Union Flag–Royal Crest CROWN 1952 Coronation Day
03 Union Flag DUNKIR 1940Ans End of Dunkirk Evacuation

04 Devon Lion Devon Flag PETROC Devon’s Patronal Saint
06 Union Flag D1stsubAY Ans1943rdsub Start of D-Day

12 Union Flag-Royal Crest Union Flag QUE3rdsubN HM Queen Official Birthday

14 Union Flag Falklands Flag Ans1982 End of Falklands War

15 Lionheart MAGN2ndC 121stsub5 Signing of Magna Carta

18 Army WATERLO 181stsub5 Battle of Waterloo

22 Army KOHIMA 1943rdsubAns End of Kohima Battle

25 Union Flag KOREA Ans1950 Start of Korean War

26 UN Flag CHARTE 1945 UN Charter signed

27 Armed Forces Flag White Ensign/RM Ensign Army/RAF Ensign Armed Forces Day
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MODBURY LITTER PICKERS 
The Modbury Litter Picking Group would like to thank all of the people who set aside time to Spring Clean their 
patch and hope that this can be repeated on a regular basis to keep Modbury looking beautiful. 

Another thank you must go to the litter pickers themselves, all volunteers, who have given their time to litter pick, 
sweep up , tidy verges and wash signs around the town.   Thanks also to Luscombe Maye for sponsoring the 
spring clean.  

Please contact us if you would like to become a volunteer litter picker, the more the merrier. ‘many hands make 
light work’. we will provide you with a grabber, gloves, hi-vis and bags. 

Contact 07794662903 for more information                                                                                                  Sarah Wyatt                                               
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We have been extremely busy at the foodbank. We 
are still seeing an increase in demand for our essential 
service of providing food and fuel top-ups. 

The key difference now is that we are seeing more 
a n d m o re p e o p l e n e e d i n g h e l p w h o a re 
homeowners, professionals and employed. 

The pandemic has really  levelled the playing field in 
terms of social welfare and people are finding 
themselves in financial difficulty much more readily as 
a result. 

Over the Easter School Holidays we took part in the 
Devon County  Council  Healthy  Activities and Food 
Programme, so we were able to provide extra school 
meals for those in need which meant that at least 
every child that we support had a hot meal once a 
day. We had underestimated the need for this and 
ended up providing over 1000 hot lunches to children 
over the Easter School Holidays. 

We are now trying to plan how best to provide 
support over the Summer School Holidays as this will 
be a challenge for many of the clients that we 
support. 

As always, we are ever grateful for all the support that 
you offer us and the work that we do to help the most 
vulnerable in our community. 

Scarlett 

SOUTH HAMS  
MOBILE LIBRARY   
Saturday June 12th 
Poundwell Square     
09:45 to 12:15  
Tuesday June 22nd 
Ayleston Park  
14:45 to 15:30 
Poundwell Square  
15:35 to 16:35 



 
Page 13

Now, how topical is this? The answer 
The extra comma in the Oxford line after 
‘protective’ is called the ‘Oxford comma’ and it is 
technically correct English, apparently, to use a 
comma after the last adjective in a line of several 
in a sentence!  However, it is becoming 
commoner not to use it! 

John Bower 

FITNESS AT HOME 
Home Based Personal 

Training 

Chair-Based Exercise for 
Seniors 

Safe Fitness Training to 
improve a medical 

condition 

 07825565823 

 

WWW.FITNESS-ATHOME.CO.UK 

Our level 2/3 (Max. 90mins duration) Tuesday walk dates for 
June are: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.. We meet at 9.45am at 
Poundwell Meadow car park to start our walks at 10am. 

Our level 1 walks (Max. 30mins duration) will take place on Wednesdays June 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 
30th We meet at 10.45am at Poundwell Meadow car park (by the Health Centre)to start our walks at 11am. 

Walk Leader contact details:-   

Sue Rogers     01548 831289  Deena Farrell    01548 830692 
Catherine Speight    01548 830195  Jean Wright     01548 810029 
Ann Brooks     01548 550300                                                               

OPEN GARDENS: A great time out and opportunity to 
support a valued local charity 
We have been blessed with sunny (but 
cold) weather at our Open Gardens so far 
held at Lower Combe Royal, near 
Kingsbridge, and Gnaton Hall, near 
Newton Ferrers. 

The next events in the South Hams are: 
5th June:  Lukesland, Ivybridge 
20th June: Lower Coombe Royal,  
  Kingsbridge 
11th July:  Sommerswood, South Brent 
5th Sept: Bowringsleigh, Kingsbridge 

Not only are the gardens looking great with spring flowers, Camelia, Magnolia 
and Rhododendron (with summer flora on the way), but at some venues we 
are able to sell scrumptious cakes and refreshments as well.  

Please check the St Luke’s website on www.stlukes-hospice/opengardens for 
more information and to book your tickets on line. 

St Luke’s is the charity providing hospice care in the South Hams. 

Gardens at Lower Combe Royal,  
nr Kingsbridge, early April 2021

From Colin Pincombe 
Impact Volunteer Partner 
for St Luke’s Hospice 
in the South Hams

http://www.stlukes-hospice/opengardens


 

MODBURY MESSENGER CIC 
Modbury Messenger CIC is a Community Interest Company and as such is registered by the Registrar of 
Companies for England & Wales, Northern Ireland or Scotland. A Community Interest Company is a special 
type of not-for-profit limited company which exists to benefit the community. The purpose of Modbury 
Messenger CIC is to disseminate information about events, notices and articles of interest to the people of 
Modbury and it does this by publishing the Modbury Messenger, a printed newsletter, every month with 1000 
copies delivered to homes and businesses within the Parish of Modbury. An online copy of the Modbury 
Messenger is available to neighbouring communities, advertised via social media and on our website 
modburymessengercic.co.uk 

Advertisers are charged a fee for advertising in the Modbury Messenger and this covers the cost of 
producing the Modbury Messenger. The Board of Directors, Company Secretary, Editor, Proofreaders and 
Distributors are all volunteers.  

Directors of Modbury Messenger: Christopher Barnes, Diana Lynne Barnes, Burda Gage, Bernard Taylor. 
Company Secretary: George Rosevear. 
Editorial Committee: John Bower, Lynne Barnes, Nicky Shepley, Mark Lawrence. 
Modbury Messenger CIC has produced the Modbury Messenger as an independent CIC since September 
2018. Previously it was published by Modbury Parish Council. 
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Modbury Messenger July Copy Date 10th June 
The copy date for the July 2021 Modbury Messenger is 10th June. Please email all articles, notices of events 
and paid advertisements to modburymessengercic@gmail.com.  
The Modbury Messenger is published by Modbury Messenger CIC and is printed by Kingfisher Print. The views 
expressed in the Messenger do not necessarily represent those of Modbury Messenger CIC. 
The  Editorial  Committee  reserve the   right  to  précis/abbreviate any  copy  submitted  for  inclusion in the 
Modbury Messenger. Their decision is final. The contents of the Modbury Messenger may not be reproduced 
in any form without the prior written permission of Modbury Messenger CIC. 

modburymessengercic@gmail.com

mailto:modburymessengercic@gmail.com
http://modburymessengercic.co.uk
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	More Play for Modbury is a great local initiative that is giving the Memorial Hall playpark a full re-design and restoration, for future generations to get outside and active – this has been funded by grants, and by donations from local individuals and businesses.
	https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/moreplayformodbury
	Quote from Tom Coates of the Modbury Parish Council: “A huge thank you to both Tom and Conor for the amazing fundraising effort. Not only have you raised a significant amount of money that will really enhance what we can offer in the redevelopment of such an important play and outdoor space for Modbury, but in doing so your row will undoubtedly have inspired young, old and those in between to get outside and get active. Great work. Thank you”.                                                                               Tom McKenny & Conor Patterson
	Contacts:
	Police Community Support Officer:
	Sergeant James (Jim) Timmis
	James.TIMMIS@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
	Without insects many birds, bats, reptiles, amphibians, small mammals and fish would die out as they would have nothing to eat.
	87% of all plant species require animal pollination, most of it delivered by insects – that is pretty much all of them except grasses and conifers.
	3 out of 4 of all the crops that we grow require pollination by insects.
	You already know about the advantages of leaving lawns (and verges) uncut for longer periods (see Modbury Messenger April edition, which of course you have kept…) and if you haven't is available on the Messenger website.
	Build a beetle bank – adding a mound of soil, particularly in flat gardens, adds both shady and sunny habitat and provides shelter for lots of invertebrates. You may have moles helping to get you started!
	Make a ‘dead hedge’ –structured piles of branches and twigs can be used to divide up an area of the garden and provide a residence for beetles as the branches rot away. If done well they can look really artistic.
	Create a beetle bucket – perfect for small gardens, filling a bucket with rotting wood and leaves makes a home for all sorts of beetles and other insects. Get your kids to help with this one; nice and messy!
	Log and rock piles, plenty of pollen-rich flowers and not cutting back dead plant stems until late winter are other good ways to attract beetles and other wildlife.
	Add nectar-rich plants to your garden, tubs or windowsill pots, and try to make sure there is something flowering from early Spring through to Autumn - nice for us as well as the pollinators.
	You can grow some ‘companion’ plants which help pollinators or control pests like aphids, so you don’t have to resort to pesticides:   Nasturtiums amongst vegetables attract aphids away from the vegs and may repel ants and whitefly. Borage growing near strawberries and tomatoes attracts bees to cross-pollinate. Dill and fennel in veg pots attract hoverflies which eat aphids. Garlic and chives under roses can deter aphids and black spot (interesting mix of smells too!). If you look after the good creepy crawlies, they will look after your garden.
	Caroline Bower
	Please note that if the wind is above 20 knots the intended flag hoist will not take place.
	The intended flag hoist will not take place if the Modbury Chief Yeoman is absent.
	All the Signal Hoists are done using the various Country/National Ensigns and the International Code of Signals Flags.
	Starboard Yardarm (Plymouth)-West, will have the event wording, (which sometimes is abbreviated – only 7 or 8 flags can be flown).
	Port Yardarm (Modbury)-East, will have the year. Answer Pennant (Ans) will indicate the start (when at the top) or end (when at the bottom).
	1st ,2nd ,3rd substitute flags will be used whenever a flag flown earlier/higher in the hoist is to be repeated. eg 1911 = 1,9,1stsub,3rdsub.
	If there is a significant event which does take place, additional signal flag hoists will be arranged, subject to the note 1 above.
	However, all the above hoists are subject to change.

