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Carry on Cubbing
Well, the Modbury Cubs were all set to start face to face meetings outdoors in November when the second
lockdown was announced. After much work preparing risk assessments, code of conduct, hi vis jackets, hand
sanitisers and a portable first aid kit, and having it all passed by ‘the powers that be’, we felt somewhat
downhearted having to put everything on hold again.
H o w e v e r, w i t h
encouragement from
some Cubs and their
parents, the Cub
leaders decided to
get onto Zoom and
run virtual meetings
again, making them
much
more
interactive than on
our Facebook page.
I’m pleased to report
that this has been a
success, with most of
our cubs tuning in
each week dressed
in Cub uniform and
joining
in
enthusiastically.

Shere Khan does the honours to start each meeting with a group salute, and we have enjoyed virtual sessions
led by Shere Khan and Poppy, Kaa, Chil, or Mowgli. Cub themed activities have included an indoor
scavenger hunt, countdown word scramble, memory tray, quiz night and a solar system game, but we can’t
wait to start our face to face meetings again.
Mowgli
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Modbury Parish Council Report
Report of the Modbury Parish Council virtual meeting via Zoom on1st December 2020
at 7pm. Ten Parish Councillors were present, with apologies from John Harvey. Five
members of the public attended the meeting online.
County Councillor Report: Rufus Gilbert reported that he was giving £1000 towards a electronic speed sign in
Barracks Road from his Locality Funds. He also stated that during the last week of November the volume of
traffic on Devon roads was down 32% compared to last year.
District Council Report: Bernard Taylor reported that there was an outbreak of Covid at the Ivybridge Refuse
Collection Centre and as a consequence there may be some disruption to refuse collections.
Public Forum: A member of the public, who was a member of the Modbury Litter Pickers, requested some
monetary help from Modbury Parish Council towards some litter signs and equipment. The 7 members of the
Modbury Litter Pickers Group have been picking up litter around Modbury and surrounding area since March
this year.
Barracks Road Traffic: P.C. Pam Slowdown appears to be having an effect as it was reported that the traffic
had slowed down around the school. The school is going to have a poster competition amongst the pupils for
speed posters to be displayed around Barracks Road.
Dog Waste: Councillor Jo Woodcock gave a presentation on the digusting state of dog poo that is left on the
streets of Modbury and not picked up by dog owners. Generally people are picking up their dog poo but
there is a minority of people who are not. Poo bags are available at various places around Modbury for
emergency use and a scheme is going to be tried where if a person takes a bag there will be the opportunity
for the person next time around to replace it with another one. Modbury wants to be seen as a dog friendly
but clean town.
Planning; Only one planning application (370/20/TCA) was discussed relating to tidying up various trees at
Traine House, Brownston Street. This was approved.
Finance: The budget for next year was approved by Full Council.
Modbury Hall Play Park: Councillor George Rosevear reported that solicitors had been engaged and work
was progressing on the Lease agreement between the Parish Council and The Memorial Hall Trustees.
Consultation is continuing with the school and a focus group was being held concerning design and
equipment in the play park.
The Parish Clerk attended a meeting on Dementia Alliance which is based around Ivybridge. Its aim is to
improve understanding of Dementia in the community. There is a meeting every 6-8 weeks which a Parish
Councillor will attend in future.
The Council expressed support for a Private Members Bill regarding discharge of raw sewage into rivers.
For full details of the Parish Council meeting please refer to the Minutes available on the Parish Council
website.
The meeting ended at 20:50.
Chris Barnes

MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN
The Parish Council have a fully prepared Community Emergency Plan which covers many possible types of
emergencies which could impact the community such as:•
•
•
•

Flooding and severe weather,
Sustained electricity, water or gas failure
Major road or aircraft accidents
Fire, explosion, gas leak or building collapse

•
•
•

Hazardous Vapour releases
Acts of terrorism
Disease

Obviously the disease has been at the forefront in recent months and the team of volunteers have been in
action all over the Parish during the Covid-19 pandemic.
With the onset of winter we will now be in need of Flood and Snow wardens to assist around the Parish when
the need arises. Even with the new flood defences proving to be working, the Health Centre was recently
saved from being waterlogged by the quick actions of our team following a heavy downpour.
If you could help the community and think you could be available, sometimes at very short notice, please let
me know and I will provide further details.
01548 8730677

margaretmiddleton@modburypc.co.uk
Page 3

Cllr Margaret Middleton

Your one stop shop for all
your computing needs
Do you need help with your
computer, mobile phone,
iPad or tablet?
Would you like to learn more?
Does your computer need
upgrading?
Contact us for professional
help at a reasonable price.

Chris 07722254064
Lynne 07806559465
bcsmodbury@gmail.com
Are you…..
► Fee

ing Stressed?
► Unfocused?
► Low energy?
► Suffering from Pain?
DISCOVER TOUCH FOR HEALTH!
A non-invasive, powerful yet gentle
holistic therapy which helps
improve well being & vitality,
enabling you to move forward
with renewed energy & balance.

-to- sessions in Kingsbridge
Clinic No. , TQ AB
Mari u Wren - Kinesio ogist
0
0

www.heraho is c.co.uk
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martinranwell@googlemail.com

St George’s Church
Please check our website for our current opening times www.modburyteam.org

January 2021
Church is open for prayer on Thursdays from 9am – noon
All of our Sunday services begin at 9.30am:
Sunday 3rd January

Holy Communion

Sunday 10th January
Sunday 17th January
Sunday 24th January

All Age Service
Holy Communion
Sunday Worship

Please wear a face covering in church and observe social distancing

CHRISTIAN COMMENT: Where is he?
On 6th January the Church celebrates Epiphany, a word which means a great revelation or realisation. It
celebrates the revelation of God to our world in the Person of Jesus Christ. It centres on the visit of the Magi
to the Christ Child as recorded in St Matthew’s gospel.
In this visit, God reveals himself in a very special way. We know nothing about the Magi, except that they
were “from the east”. Clearly, they were foreigners of some importance, able to secure an audience with
King Herod. Tradition has assumed that there were three Magi, (matching the gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh), and has called them kings, with the names Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar.
Quite probably the Magi were astrologers who saw great significance in a new star. To them it signified the
birth of a great king, someone worthy of worship. They were wise men, not in their learning, but in their
question “where is the one who has been born king?”
So God revealed himself to the world, not through Jewish religious leaders, not even through his chosen
people, but through foreigners and followers of other faiths. He thus makes clear that Jesus is for everyone,
for all who believe.
The Magi sought and found the One born to be King; they brought their gifts and their worship. Jesus seeks
to be King of our lives, bringing his “comfort and joy”. With so many
affected by mental distress, fear and feelings of isolation, that’s a true
St Monica’s Roman
message of hope. Where is he in your life?
Michael Tagent

CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED
We all need some good news at the moment
don't we? "Christianity Explored" is a seven-week
course over Zoom for anyone who would like to
explore for themselves the good news that Jesus
brought.
Each evening we will watch a video looking at
one aspect of Jesus’ life and talk about it. You
won’t be asked to sing, pray or give any money! It
can all be done from the comfort of home.
The taster session is Tuesday 5th of January at 7.30pm.
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Catholic Church,
Modbury

St Austin’s Priory Roman
Catholic
Church,
Cadleigh
01752 892606
St Monica's
Church,
Modbury has
now reopened and Mass
will be at 8.45 am each
Sunday.

KINGSBRIDGE FOODBANK IS HERE TO HELP
If you need help, telephone: 07759 683567
The Foodbank is offering a lifeline right now if you are in need: people are ready to help if you have fallen
on hard times. Just call the number.
Amazing things are happening at your local Foodbank. Whilst some people might assume foodbanks just
deal with food, in fact it’s much more than that. As well as enormous volumes of food being available for
hundreds of people in this area every week, people in need can also turn to the Foodbank for school
uniforms, fridges, freezers, furniture and you can even get a referral for specialist help for a whole host of
issues.
If you are someone who is able to support the Foodbank, you can help by making a donation. Foodbank
relies entirely on donations to plug the gap between what the government provides and food poverty. For
a whole host of reasons, it’s often only Foodbank that prevents people going hungry. Food poverty in the
South Hams of Devon is a reality for all the clients served by the Foodbank (To donate see bank details
below).
I have been absolutely blown away by what goes on inside the now enormous premises at Wallingford
Road, Kingsbridge. What started off as a smallish concern in Fore Street at the beginning of 2020 has grown
into an enormous organisation managed by the same dedicated pair, Paula and Gerrie, and an enormous
team of volunteers who fetch goods, deliver goods, pass messages, organise, plan and fundraise.
The UK is approaching the biggest economic contraction in over 300 years and the need for Foodbanks has
never been this significant in living memory. Tragedies unfolding around us often go unnoticed. If you want
to help, please donate:
Account name:
Account Number:
Sort Code:

Kingsbridge Area Foodbank
17928860
77-09-24

Thank you

Emma Romney

Contacts:
Police Community Support Officer:
Sergeant James (Jim) Timmis

DE

James.TIMMIS@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk

County Councillor (Salcombe Division):
Rufus Gilbert. Tel: 01548 856659
Cllr.Gilbert@southhams.gov.uk

C ea g a e - e

South Hams District Councillor (Charterlands):
Bernard Taylor Tel: 01548 830844
cllr.Taylor@southhams.gov.uk
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07.12.20 - 15.02.21

MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE
2 Galpin Street, Modbury PL21 0QA, Tel: 01548
830222 parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk
The Parish office opening is dependent on Covid
regulations. Please telephone.
Should you have any parish matter you would like to
discuss you are welcome to come along to the office
and speak to the Parish Clerk on a Tuesday or a
Councillor on a Saturday. Alternatively you can email
or write a letter.

The Interim Devon Carbon Plan
is our roadmap to addressing
the climate emergency and
creating a net-zero Devon where
people and nature thrive.
We want to hear the views of
businesses, community
groups and all individuals on
the plan.

You are also welcome to speak at the public forum
held at the beginning of each council meeting. The
meetings are held on Zoom on the first Tuesday of
each month (except August) at 7 pm. i
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Can You Help Raise Money for Brainwave?
My name is Hannah; I’m a science teacher who has moved to Modbury this year with my boyfriend. In
February this year his sister gave birth to a beautiful baby girl called Izzy. She has been diagnosed with a rare
form of epilepsy which is affecting her development. Izzy is very young and so the severity of her condition is
not yet fully known. Her family has started working with Brainwave, a charity based in Bridgwater, Somerset.
This charity aims to help children with disabilities and additional needs to achieve greater independence by
aiming to improve mobility, communication skills and learning
potential through a range of specialist therapies. As a result
of the therapy programme Brainwave have put together, Izzy
has now found her hands and is starting to hold objects. Izzy is
also showing signs that she wants to roll and is gaining better
head control.
During this year I have discovered a love for running so at the
end of September I signed up for a year long challenge to
cover the same distance as Lands End to John O’Groats or
874 miles. So far I have covered 142 miles and am currently
just south of Taunton on the virtual route. I’m currently doing 3
or 4 runs per week around Modbury although this is becoming
tougher as the nights have drawn in and the weather is
grizzlier.
I hope through doing this challenge I can raise money for
Brainwave to help support their incredible work they do with
families all over the country, including Izzy’s. I set myself a
target of £500 but am currently on £315 so would love to
exceed this by the time I finish. I’d really appreciate any
donation (or even a ‘keep going’ if you see me out running!).
The link to my JustGiving page is here: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hannah-cox18. Thank you!
Hannah Cox
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The importance of Wildlife Corridors
OK, hands up.....who knows the definition of a wildlife corridor? Well, it’s an area or line of habitat connecting
wildlife populations separated by human activities or structures such as roads, buildings, or cultivated areas
which are hostile to wildlife. A native field hedgerow connecting two areas of woodland would be a good
example of a wildlife corridor, or a grass verge full of wild species, which had been left uncut.
Why are these corridors important? Well, if there are only small and isolated populations of creatures which
are unable to link up, there is a high risk of inbreeding, loss of genetic diversity, and inability of animals to
move from one area to another for food and water. There is also greater risk of their population being
decimated by events such as fire or disease outbreaks.
In Borneo, for example, most of us are
aware of the disastrous effects which
Palm Oil cultivation has had on the
indigenous Orang Utan population, not
only through loss of forest habitat but
failure to connect the remaining areas
v i a w i l d l i f e c orri d ors .
H ow e v e r,
conservation groups in Borneo are doing
everything they can to help this situation.
We can’t do a lot about that ourselves,
other than supporting WWF and
avoiding products containing
unsustainable palm oil, but we can do a
lot to conserve and support the natural
world in our own ‘back yard’.
Moving much closer to home let’s
consider what we can do to create
more habitat for nature within Modbury
town
and parish. I think most of us would
Hummingbird
agree
nature came rushing in to fill
Hawkthat
Moth
the gaping hole in our lives caused by
lockdown earlier this year, and has helped us through a very bad time.
Could we not return the favour?
We do already have a number of ‘green’ areas
locally,
the Modbury Millennium Meadow,
Poplarsuch
HawkasMoth
but we need to think what we can do not only to
enhance those that we have, but also to create
more to help our hedgehogs, birds, bats, reptiles,
Lime and native plants. Green spaces obviously
insects
Hawk Moth
benefit
our own mental and physical wellbeing
too. We have hedgerows, some longer and more
flowery grass verges, and gardens, and all of these
can be used to support nature in the broadest
sense. The Neighbourhood Plan has many
references to improvement of our local
environment and there is also talk of a new
Striped
community woodland.
Hawk
Consider a housing area where several people
make their gardens more hedgehog friendly; that
is great, but it loses much of its value if the hogs
and hoglets can’t move freely between gardens
for feeding and mating or establishing new
territory. So the answer is to provide hedgehog
corridors between neighbouring gardens by
making one or more small openings of about 13cm
in the boundary fences or walls.
We all also know that many hedgehogs die on our
roads every year, but look at this lovely sign which
has been created to help protect the hedgehog
residents of Kingston! This is just one example of
local residents working together to help nature.

Caroline Bower
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Modbury Wildlife Action Group
Before the pandemic a small group of like-minded individuals got together and decided to form ModWag
(although the title is not descriptive of our appearance!). This was in response to major concerns about
significant loss of UK wildlife in recent decades, caused by factors such as pollution, climate change and loss
of habitat. We want to take positive action to protect and enhance the natural environment and its resident
wildlife within our own parish, and we know that there are many communities across the UK doing the same
thing.
We have a number of initiatives planned which have been held back by the current health crisis. However
we will move forward, and are looking for others within the parish who are willing to contribute their expertise
in fields such as woodland management, insect and bat conservation, botany and ecology. Devon Wildlife
Trust has been a source of support and resource information and has also put us in contact with other, similar
community groups in Devon.
One of our aims is to give practical help to enable the environmental aspects of the Community Action Plan,
which is derived from the Neighbourhood Plan. This will include work relating to wildlife corridors, planting
wildflower plugs, tree planting, raising awareness through education and involvement of school aged
children, and giving practical information to our community about gardening with biodiversity in mind.
If you have some relevant expertise to offer and would like to get involved please get in touch with
carolinebower@btinternet.com
Caroline Bower

“Ali Baba and the Four Thieves"
- a Socially-Distant Pantomime
We have decided to postpone the pantomime for now, due to uncertainties
surrounding current and future virus-related restrictions.
We are however positive about staging the show as soon as conditions allow,
hopefully early in the new year.

POSTPONED

We know that a number of you might be disappointed, as we are, and we very much
look forward to seeing you in the audience in the not-too-distant future.
Peter Lowe & Jo Highley

Accessible &
Chair YOGA
Yoga is not just about supple young people bending into
impossible shapes. It can be beneficial for people with mobility
issues, including elderly people and those with disabilities and
can be practised from the comfort of your own home and even
from your chair.

Benefits include:
Improved Strength
❖
❖ Improved coordination, with reduced risk of falls
Improved Flexibility
❖
Mental balance
❖

1:1 or Group Classes
£6 per hour
Suitable for all levels of. physical ability
To discuss or book a class:
Contact Jacqueline Gerrard
07727 249626
yogacaretherapy@gmail.com
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Modbury and District
Branch of the Royal British
Legion

Christmas Lights
As the end of 2020 approaches thanks are due
to the volunteers who helped bring muchneeded cheer to the town this season.

The next meeting of the Modbury and District
Branch of the Royal British Legion will take place
on Monday 1st February 2021 starting at 7.30pm,
when depending on the situation regarding
social distancing guidelines will either be a zoom
meeting or in The Club. New members are
always most welcome.

The team who installed the Christmas lights are:
Phil Ainsley, Phil Smith, Mike Tillett, Nick Owen,
Leo Simpson, Michael and Ira Young,
Richard Thorns, John Bower, Paul Romney,
Martin Pepperell,and Harry Sleeman.

David Scott (Hon Secretary)

Thanks also to Colin Campbell for the trees.

Margaret Ann Fielden
06.01.1940 – 16.10.2020

Finally, thanks to Ivybridge Rotary and John
Brooks for bringing Santa’s sleigh, and our own
local dancing elves, Rudolph and Father
Christmas !

Geoffrey and Family wish to thank everyone for
their support, through letters, cards and
conversations whilst out in the town.

Happy New Year !

Special thanks to Dr P Pollack and colleagues for
their help and care over many years.

Christmas Lights Team 2020
Charlotte Kendrick
Ira Young
Phil Smith

The Reverend M Rowland gave a memorable
service, with Geoff receiving favourable
comments.
As usual Modbury at its best.

THE MODBURY COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CARD
Modbury School PTA would like to apologise for leaving
the following out of the Modbury Community Christmas
Card.
Doreen Beverley, John & Karen Woods and Wakehams of Modbury wish all their family and
friends / customers a very happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.
The Modbury Messenger would like to apologise to
Richard Moore for missing off the last line and his
name from his excellent article on Dragonflies in the
December Modbury Messenger. His complete article
and extra photographs can be found online at
www.modburymessengercic.co.uk

FITNESS AT HOME
Home Based Personal
Training
Chair-Based Exercise for
Seniors
Safe Fitness Training to
improve a medical
condition

07825565823
WWW.FITNESS-ATHOME.CO.UK
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If the Covid restrictions in force in January permit, walks will take place on the 5th, 12th, 19th and
26th January.
Walks start from Poundwell car park (by the Health Centre) at 10.00am.
All walkers are asked to observe social distancing at all times, to bring their own hand sanitiser
and to carry a face covering.
Please note that a walk may be cancelled if weather conditions are unsuitable. Please contact
any of the walk leaders listed below for current arrangements.
Walk Leader contact details:-

Sue Rogers
Deena Farrell
Catherine Speight
Jean Wright
Ann Brooks

01548 831289
01548 830692
01548 830195
01548 810029
01548 550300

Sue Rogers

SOUTH
HAMS
MOBILE
LIBRARY
Saturday January 23rd
Poundwell Square
09:45 to 12:15
Tuesday January 5th
Ayleston Park
14:45 to 15:30
Poundwell Square
15:35 to 16:35
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More English language oddities! They’re, Their, There.
This is another problem where spellcheckers don’t help because all are correct spellings, whether the usage is
correct or not.
•

they’re is another contraction and ALWAYS means they are.
E.g. they are late or they’re late. (not a problem with the Messenger hey!)

•

And their is a possessive pronoun ALWAYS meaning, "belonging to them," or a quality of them.
E.g. their friends are lively,
or, (for Plymouth Argyle
shirts), their colour is green.

•

And there ALWAYS
indicates a direction or
location, as in The Post
Office is over there.

When I was a child, my mum used
to say “there, their, they’re” when
she was trying to soothe me, and I
never worked out which spelling it
was!
So there you go!
John Bower

PERSONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Births, Deaths,
Marriages,Thanks etc)
£5 per insertion—Max. 50 words
(Subject to available space)
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HELP OUR MOBILE LIBRARY
I am writing to ask for your support to get a new Mobile Library on the road
bringing books and a lifeline to 80 rural communities in the South Hams and
West Devon. The current mobile library, affectionately known as Gertie, is
going into retirement. This van has given 14 years’ service to rural
communities, but sadly is becoming more and more difficult to keep on the
road.
“It’s a good service, even if you don’t
think you’ll use it yourself, you may
have an elderly relative that has no
access to a big public library. Seeing as
we’re so rural, it isn’t easy, there’s no
public transport to speak of for most of
the villages, so it’s a really useful service
and well worth supporting” said Sandra
from Beeson, mobile library customer.

Gertie, our current Ivybridge Mobile Library at a stop

During lockdown the mobile library
team phoned every library customer,
and since July we have been on the
road again. For the first 2 months to
keep customers and staff safe we
delivered bags of books, and since
September we’ve been allowing
people to come back on board to
choose their own. Customers have
been incredibly happy to see the
return of the mobile library; many tell us
that using our service not only provides
their reading material but also gives
them the opportunity to meet and talk
to other people.

This mobile library carries 2,000 books to rural communities every week and last year, 11,368 books were
borrowed by people, young and old. It is much more than a book delivery van though. The mobile library is an
educational, social, wellbeing, and cultural service.
Libraries Unlimited has found a second-hand van to replace Gertie. The mobile library has been purchased
thanks to a £15,000 grant from Devon County Council. It’s only done 29,000 miles, so will give years of service to
our communities. However, it’s currently geared for under fives inside and out and we need help to get it back
on the road to serve all the community.
Purchased at £15,000 from eBay, just a tenth of the cost of a brand-new mobile library, this 6-year old van will
improve the reliability of our service for rural communities. It desperately needs to be renovated to meet the
needs of our book lending services and the communities who use them. We need to fundraise £15,000 to help
get this new mobile library on the road.
Donations will be used to:
• remove existing internal lockers, furniture and shelving aimed at babies and under fives
• Reinforce the walls
• Source and fit new shelving systems
• Adapt the seating
• Replace the floor covering and repaint the van inside and out.
We need your help so we can continue to support people in your parish or town and communities across the
South Hams and West Devon.
You can support us by sharing the word in your village or town by social media or email and by donating to
www.justgiving.com/campaign/get-mobile-library-on-road and sharing the link.
I’m happy to talk more about our Mobile Library, please contact me by email on
Rachel.gee@librariesunlimited.org.uk. I hope that you’ll feel able to support us.
Rachel Gee, Service Development Manager (Rural Services)
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Modbury Messenger February Copy Date 10th January

The copy date for the February 2021 Modbury Messenger is 10th January. Please email all articles, notices of
events and paid advertisements to modburymessengercic@gmail.com.
The Modbury Messenger is published by Modbury Messenger CIC and is printed by Kingfisher Print. The views
expressed in the Messenger do not necessarily represent those of Modbury Messenger CIC.
The Editorial Committee reserve the right to précis/abbreviate any copy submitted for inclusion in the
Modbury Messenger. Their decision is final. The contents of the Modbury Messenger may not be reproduced
in any form without the prior written permission of Modbury Messenger CIC.

modburymessengercic@gmail.com

MODBURY MESSENGER CIC
Modbury Messenger CIC is a Community Interest Company and as such is registered by the Registrar of
Companies for England & Wales, Northern Ireland or Scotland. A Community Interest Company is a special
type of not-for-profit limited company which exists to benefit the community. The purpose of Modbury
Messenger CIC is to disseminate information about events, notices and articles of interest to the people of
Modbury and it does this by publishing the Modbury Messenger, a printed newsletter, every month with 1000
copies delivered to homes and businesses within the Parish of Modbury. An online copy of the Modbury
Messenger is available to neighbouring communities, advertised via social media and on our website
modburymessengercic.co.uk
Advertisers are charged a fee for advertising in the Modbury Messenger and this covers the cost of
producing the Modbury Messenger. The Board of Directors, Company Secretary, Editor, Proofreaders and
Distributors are all volunteers.
Directors of Modbury Messenger: Christopher Barnes, Diana Lynne Barnes, Burda Gage, Bernard Taylor.
Company Secretary: George Rosevear.
Editorial Committee: John Bower, Lynne Barnes, Nicky Shepley, Mark Lawrence.
Modbury Messenger CIC has produced the Modbury Messenger as an independent CIC since September
2018. Previously it was published by Modbury Parish Council.
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