Devon & Cornwall Police

Building safer communities together
Dear Candidate,
Reference; Election Malpractice

I am Financial Investigator 57235 David Buckley of the Devon and Cornwall Police and I
am the designated 'single point of contact' for all matters relating to allegations of
electoral malpractice contrary to The Representation of The People Act 1983.
This role includes regular contact with Returning Officers, Local Government Electoral
Services, The Electoral Commission and The Crown Prosecution Service.
The purpose of this letter is to draw your attention to some common offences detailed
in the attached appendix that are regularly reported to the Police, in the hope that
"forewarned is forearmed".
In conjunction with our partner organisations our aim is to PREVENT not PROSECUTE
while seeking to PROMOTE public confidence in the electoral process.
The majority of the allegations received by my office relate to illegal practices rather
than the more serious corrupt practices as defined by The Representation of the
Peoples Act 1983. Historically breaches of the Act are in the majority of cases
committed due to a lack of knowledge of the law and the various regulations covering
elections.
The public and the media do however have an interest in all electoral malpractice
allegations and it is fair to say that those with an interest will be watching what you do
and have previously been eager to report alleged breaches of the law or regulations.
Therefore to avoid being referred to my office please read the attached appendix and
the guidance documents you will receive from your local Electoral Services Department
and make sure that you comply with your duties as a candidate and/or election agent.
Whilst allegations are dealt with in a proportionate and balanced manner being the
subject of a criminal allegation is never pleasant. Understanding and complying with
your duties is your best method of preventing allegations being made.
If you have any questions relating to electoral malpractice please refer them initially to
your local Electoral Services Department. If that does not resolve your problem and
the nature of your question relates to potential offences under The Representation of
The People Act 1983 please email david.buckley@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Yours sincerely
Financial Investigator 57235 David Buckley
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