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For the People of Modbury              Volume 17, Issue 224 December  2017

Christmas Services at St. George’s
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

in aid of The Children’s Society
Sunday 10th December at 4:00 pm

Come and enjoy the warmth of this wonderful celebration 
and help play a key part in transforming the lives of thousands of children.

SING CHRISTMAS - MODBURY’S CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 17th December at 6:00 pm

A traditional candlight service of lessons and carols
followed by mince pies and a mulled winter punch

MODBURY CRIB SERVICE
Sunday 24th December at 4.00 pm

Especially for the children to take part in the Christmas Story. Come dressed 
as angels, shepherds and kings (costumes are available) 

COMMUNION TIL MIDNIGHT
Sunday 24th December at 11.00 pm

Why not join us for our customary Christmas Eve Communion Service?

CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY COMMUNION
Monday 25th December at 9:30 am

A Christmas morning Communion service for the whole family celebrated by 
The Bishop of Plymouth

A very happy and peaceful Christmas from everyone at St. George’s Church

Friends of St 
Luke’s Hospice 

A big thank you to 
everyone who 
supported our Auction 
of Promises on the 14th 
October.  The 
generosity of our shops 
and individuals helped 
make this event a 
tremendous success. 

We raised £4,544.50 for 
the hospice and could 
not have done it 
without the support  of 
everyone. 

Joan Stanton 

See the centre pages 
of the Modbury 
Messenger for the 2017 
Modbury Community 
Christmas Card 
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Modbury Players present

DRACULA
SPOOKTACULAR

A

A family Christmas Show to drive you bats!

Modbury Memorial Hall  
For 3 nights:  
Thursday 21st to Saturday 23rd December 
Doors Open 6.45pm  Show starts 7.30pm 

Tickets available from Pickles  £10 / £6 
A Christmas Show suitable for all ages 
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Devon Air Ambulance Night Time Landing at the 
Recrecreation Field 
Exeter Airport to Modbury by helicopter takes just over 15 minutes and 
from Modbury to Derriford just over 5 minutes.  Numbers like that, when 
compared to the road transport times really emphasise the huge life 
saving potential offered by Devon Air Ambulance (DAA). As we all know 
people don’t simply stop being unwell when it is dark. 

Recent reviews of the Air Ambulances summertime extended operational hours (until 9pm) consistently show 
that the team respond to over 50 patients who, if their accident or illness had happened during the winter, the 
helicopter would not have been able to get to them. As a result DAA are extending their hours of operation, 
initially until midnight every day and eventually to cover the entire night.  This will make a considerable 
difference to communities like Modbury. 

To support night time operation of the Air Ambulance, DAA are working with local communities to develop a 
network of pre-surveyed floodlit ‘community landing sites' which will enable the team to bring a life-saving 
service into the heart of communities after dark. 

Floodlighting is an essential component of a community landing site for both safety and practical reasons – it 
will help illuminate the site during landing and take-off and will help paramedics when loading a patient into 
the aircraft and during transfer between a land and air ambulance. 

Each lighting system needs to incorporate a GSM remote switching system which is operated using a mobile 
phone SIM card (with each unit being 'called' to operate). This system enables the lights to be turned on/off 
remotely by the Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) dispatch team, meaning no-one needs to be 
on-hand when DAA fly into a community. 

The Parish Council and MARS have worked with DAA to generate our own Community Landing Site at the 
Recreation Ground.  Funded by a combination of Parish Council funds, MARS funds generated from usage fees 
for the Recreation Field and Pavilion and UK Treasury grants emerging from Libor Bank Fines, the necessary 
lighting has been installed and the GSM switching system commissioned.  Modbury's own night time Community 
Landing Site is ready to go and we can anticipate a familiarisation visit from the Air Ambulance in the next few 
weeks. 

Once into the centre of the local community, the Air Ambulance can receive casualties from a road 
ambulance and get them to hospital far faster.  Experience gained over the initial few months of night time 
operation has shown that if arriving ahead of a road ambulance, local drivers will turn out on seeing/hearing 
the helicopter and facilitated the onward movement of paramedics to the incident.  The clever GSM switching 
system not only turns on the lights but also notifies nominated local residents that the helicopter is inbound. 

An obvious by-product of the system is a much improved lighting system for the field and in the process, MARS 
have taken the opportunity to upgrade the lighting on the Multi Use Games Area, allowing both to be used for 
sport after dark.  Although if doing so, please remember 
to remove any obstacles you put on the field (like the 
rolling goals), before you leave it and if a helicopter 
should turn up, please be ready to suspend your activity.  
You will get prior notice!  

In achieving this significant facility for Modbury and the 
surrounding area (the only other facilities are at 
Kingsbridge, South Brent and Loddiswell), there are a 
number of people we need to acknowledge and thank.  
The knowledge and professional skills of a number of local 
residents, who have donated their time and labour, have 
allowed this project to be both affordable and timely.  So, 
a heartfelt thank you to Martin and Michael Wakeham, 
who not only fabricated the light supports but also turned 
up with the perfect machine when the time came to put 
them up; to Nicholas Rowell for the ground works involved 
in installing the new cabling, to Simon, Richard and Toby 
at Watkins Electrical who sourced the necessary 
equipment and installed it and to Pete and Paul at MARS 
who laboured wherever labour was needed and drove 
the whole project along.  Thank you all.     

Paul Romney 

www.turkeysfromdevon.co.uk 
Our bronze free-range turkeys are traditionally reared 
and prepared in the time-honoured way to give a moist, 

flavoursome meat for the centrepiece of your Christmas 
table. They meet the Golden Promise standard with 

welfare a top priority. 
For further information or to place your order please 

ring the Walters family in Kingston on 
(01548) 810259 or order online. 

Home-reared sausages, bacon, hams and other 
meats also available to order. 

Potatoes now available
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Kingsway, 10 The Priory, Modbury, 
South Devon PL21 0TL 

Tel : 07763 526814

Aveton Gifford 
Preschool Playgroup 

Every Monday morning 
9.45am in term time 

Babies, Toddlers and 
Pre-schoolers welcome 

A friendly group always 
happy to welcome          

newcomers 

Find us in The Hive, located 
behind the school, access 

through the school.
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THANKSGIVING CANDLES 
Light a candle in memory of 

your loved ones this 
Christmas at St George’s 

Names and donations to: 

Chris Hodson (830598) 

or Emma Romney (831126) 
before Friday 16th December 

please 
All proceeds in aid of St George's Church

St Monica’s  
Roman Catholic 
Church 

St Austin’s Priory,  
Ivybridge 

01752 892606 

Sundays 8.45am Mass 

Everyone Welcome 

The Arts Society  
Kingsbridge Lecture  
Monday 4th December 2017 

Christmas Lecture and Lunch at Thurlestone Hotel 
10.45am – 2.30pm 

Faber and Faber – Ninety Years of Excellence in 
Cover Design by Tony Faber 
£30.00 per person for members & £35.00 for non-
members, including a glass of wine.  
Phone 01548831349 for more details or see the 
website www.theartssocietykingsbridge.co.uk

GARY STREETER MP 
Gary Streeter, our local MP, will be preaching at the 
9:30am morning service at St. George’s Church on 
10th December. 

For those who don’t know, Gary is a committed 
Christian and is Chairman of the All Party 
Parliamentary Group - Christians in Parliament,  is a 
Member of the  Ecclesiastical Committee, and a 
preacher at the Ridgeway Methodist Church in 
Plympton. 

Tea and coffee will be served after the service 
when there will be a chance to meet with Gary.

Welcome to our church, especially if you are new to Modbury, or just visiting – 
tea and coffee is served at the back of church, after our services – we do hope 

that you will join us

Sunday 3rd 9:30 am Holy Communion

Thursday 7th 9:15 am Noah’s Ark for children under 5

Sunday 10th 9:30 am Family Communion Service – Gary Streeter 
MP will be preaching

4:00 pm Christingle service for all the family

Friday 15th 2:00 pm School Carol Service

Sunday 17th 6:00 pm Modbury Carol Service

Sunday 24th 4:00 pm Family Crib Service

11:00 pm Christmas Communion till Midnight

Monday 25th 9:30 am Family Christmas Communion with Bishop 
Nick

Sunday 31st 10:30 am Team Communion service at Aveton 
Gifford

Monday to Friday 9:00 am – Morning Prayers

www.modburyteam.org

CONTACTS 
During the interregnum please contact either of the churchwardens: 
Emma Romney - 01548 831126 or Alex Hammerstein - 01548 830751 

The Vicarage answerphone - 01548 830260

  
 

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH, MODBURY 
December 2017 Services and Events

http://www.theartssocietykingsbridge.co.uk
http://www.theartssocietykingsbridge.co.uk
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Contacts: 
Police Community Support Officer: You have several ways of contacting your local PCSO, PC Ryan Hayhurst, 
from the Kingsbridge Neighbourhood Policing Team: Tel: 101      Email 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
District Councillor (Charterlands Ward): Beth Huntley: Tel: 07565 263894  Email: Cllr.Huntley@southhams.gov.uk 
County Councillor (Salcombe Division): Rufus Gilbert. Tel: 01548 856659 Email: rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk

MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE.  
2 Galpin  Street, Modbury PL21 0QA 

Tel: 01548 830222 
parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk 

Hours of Business: Mondays 2.00pm –4.00pm 
Parish Surgery: 10 –11 am every Saturday 

Planning  Applications: Notices  of  planning  applications  lodged  with 
SHDC  are  displayed  on  the  Parish  Noticeboard  outside  the  Post 
Office.   Copies   of   plans   relating   to   these   applications   can   be 
inspected at the Parish Office during the above office hours. 

Contacting  Parish  Councillors: Parish  Councillors  attend  the  Parish 
Office,  on  a  rota  basis,  on  Saturday  mornings  from  10.00 -11.00am. 
Should  you  have  any  parish  matter  you  would  like  to  discuss  come 
along  to  the  Office  or  call  in  to  the  Office  and  speak  to  the  Parish 
Clerk, Sacha Hager.   Alternatively you can write a letter or speak at the  
public  forum  held  at  the  beginning  of  each  monthly  meeting  of the 
Parish Council, on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm in the 
Pavilion, QEII Recreation Ground.

PERSONAL  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Births, Deaths, Marriages,  
Thanks etc)  

£5 per insertion—Max. 50 words   
(Subject to available space)

The  Editorial  Committee  
reserve the   right   to   précis/
a b b r e v i a t e a n y  c o p y  
submitted  for  inclusion in the 
Modbury Messenger. The 
contents of the Modbury 
M e s s e n g e r m a y n o t b e 
reproduced in any form without 
the prior written permission of 
Modbury Parish Council.

Modbury Parish Council Report 
Margaret Middleton was co-opted to the Parish Council which brings the Council back to nearly full strength. 
Margaret is well known in the town from when she ran Pips, the greengrocer, and now is a leader of 
Modbury’s Brownies. 

There was discussion around the siting of the unsafe and badly placed bus stop by the New Mills Industrial 
Units with the uncertainty around stopping to pick up or drop off by Palm Cross Green. This has partially been 
resolved following a meeting between Stagecoach, the Parish Council, our County Councillor and a Council 
Officer. Part of the outcome is that the pavement on the south side of the A379 may be lengthened and new 
Stagecoach Stop Flags will be erected in a safe place for the bus to stop. 

Our District Councillor, Beth Huntley, reported that when the South Hams/West Devon District Councils merger 
vote meeting took place there were 30 members present and that 81% of local Councils did not want the 
merger to take place.  However 19 councillors voted in favour, but West Devon Council voted against the 
merger, so the merger will not happen. She also reminded the council that there are still funds available for 
local causes from her Locality budget, TAPS fund and the Community Reinvestment Fund, the closing date for 
which is January 8th. Cllr Huntley, in response to a question, said that she had voted against the merger. 

Cllr Huntley’s report advised there is £154,000 TAPS funding available but as yet she does not know how many 
Councils will be applying. The following items were raised with her: 

• the  raised manhole covers at Poundwell,  
• the bottle bank and paper bank always being full 
• there is need for a clean-up from Poundwell to the end of Church Lane 
• the higher bridge on Tuckers Brook is still closed 

Cllr Huntley will be taking up all of these issues.  

The Parish Council is seeking 3 tenders for the grass cutting and it will be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
The date for the Modbury Citizens Big Clean-up will be announced with details at the December meeting. Cllr 
Wybrow   gave a brief update on the Champernowne Play Park which they would like the PC to take on the 
management of the play equipment and more details will be put forward at the December meeting. There 
were 5 planning applications discussed, 3 were supported, 1 refused and 1 had not enough information to 
make an informed decision.                                                                                    

Nicky Shepley & Bernard Taylor 

mailto:101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
mailto:rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk
mailto:101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
mailto:rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk
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Open 7 days a week: 5:30pm - 11pm
including Bank Holidays

01548 831191 or 01548 831112
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 

‘MODBURY COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD’ 
 

We would like to wish all of our friends and family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year and with this card we send our love and very best wishes from: 

Andy, Katharine, Tommy & Jamie 
Steve, Zoe, Amy & Sam Thorp 

Kath, Andy, Charlotte & Angus Hope 
Mark, Helen, Emily & Isabelle Pickard 
Hilary, Simon, Rory, Ted & Bill Garry 

Rachel, Jon, Ellie & Tom Bell 
Pete, Jo, Maisie, Evie & Alfie Watts 

Jean & Richard Lines 
John & Bridget Robinson 

Mark & Joan  
Family Lamaro 

Susanne & Barry White 
Hugh & Nicky Shepley 
Alys, Bill and Family 

Robin, Eileen, George, Joe & Toby Berry 
Diana & Jeff Booth 

David, Joanna, Ghislaine, Dominic & Angus West 
Burda & Roger Gage 

Barbara Thomas 
Caroline, Pat, Tom & Charlie O’Neil 

Vera Matthews 
Sophie, John, Isla and Willow Peters 
Hugh, Cate, David & Philip Thompson 

Brenda Hope 
Charlotte, Tom, Olly, Ben & Sam 

Gail & Duncan 
Sam, Nicolle, Edward, Henry, Cos & Darcy Do Da 

Charlotte & Gerry Kendrick 
Joan & Paul Stanton 

Caroline & Colin Whybraw 
The Coulson Family 

James, Angie, Mykala, Sam and Ben Tall 
Mike, Claire, Matthew & Tom Hagger 

Jack, Millie & Mummy 
Chris & Lynne Barnes 

John, Chris, Holly & Jack Thomas 
Rebecca, Antony & Hugh McDermott-Brown 

Steve, Ellen, Maddie & Nick (from the USA!) 
Sarah, Rob, Paul & Jennie Wyatt 

Jacqui, Steve, Josh, Jake & Ollie Rosewell 
Andrea, Jem, Joely & Zizi Hibbard 

Michele, David, Jake, Erin and Finn O’Brien 
David & Bridget Scott 

Martha, Pete, Isaac & Finlay 
Charlie (Bill) & Jane 

Deena Farrell & Family 
Ian, Caroline, Lara & Katie Strachan 

Harriet & Michael Walsh 
Ron & Alison Wood 

Emma, Dave, Edie & Martha 
The Stallards

Evan, Tess, Ruby, Zoe & Sadie Stuber 
John, Karen, Sam & Lucy Woods 

John & Elizabeth Savery 
Roger & Helen Pickles 

Sandra Lugger 
Nick, Nell, Freddy & Felix 

Julia, Simon, Isabella, Will, Lottie & Alfie Bonell 
Rob, Gill & Hannah West 

Phil, Paula & Niamh Reynolds 
Mike & Fran Tillett and all the Lock Girls 

Pat Ringrose 
Chris, Sue & Jade Birch 

Nicky & Bruce 
Elaine, Nigel, Rachel and Anna Lee 

Laur, Claudia, Octavian & Robert Gales 
Ann, Neil, Daniel & Annabel Turner 

Brian & Patricia Pearse and Gillian Overton 
Pete, Hazel, Kelly, Dave, Kirstie, Leo, Elisha & Riley  

Janey, Dani & Abi 
Tor, Tim & Ben 

Jamie, Bella, Kiki, Ollie & Theo Pritchard-Barrett 
Jess, Freja, Isabel and Grace 

Margaret Lugger 
Rachel & Richard Taylor 

Amanda, Will, Rose & Gabriel Brooks 
Lucy, Toby, Teal, Fossil, Lottie & Dottie 

John & Joan Burns 
Pam Melvyn & Teri Jeynes 

Phil & Naomi Ainsley 
Elaine, Paul, Jasmine & Boys 

Sue Rogers & John Curry 
Jane, Sarah, Lynda, Alistair & Ben 

Jo, Rie & Airi 
Sam, Kate, Tom & Emily West 

Pete & Gill Watts 
Simon, Lucy, Harry and George 

Mike, Paul & Sarah Hatton 
Tessa Coyte & Family 

Bob & Karen 
Derek & Christine Wilkinson 
Stan & Judith Pratt 

Bernard & Margaret Taylor 
Wix-Pollard Family 

Maggie, Phil & Michael Smith 
Emma, Mark, Megan, Emily & Tommy Lawrence 

Linda & Nick Hanbury 
Ray, Sian, Arwyn, Debs, Ollie & Robyn 
Charlotte, Andy, Josh & Polly Rathbone 

Nick, Clare, Katie, Cerys & Matthew Owen 
James, Phoebe & Alexander 

Mark, Alayne, Felix & Max Harris

THE CHILDREN OF MODBURY PRIMARY 
SCHOOL WOULD LIKE TO PROUDLY 

PRESENT THE 
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The following companies would like to wish their customers 
a very Happy Christmas & New Year and to say thank you 

for their continued support throughout the year 

♥ THANK YOU ♥ 
Modbury Primary School would like to say a very big THANK YOU again for your 

generosity. Not only have we been kind to the environment but we have also raised 
funds which will help us enormously to buy valuable resources for the school. 

A special thanks to the Modbury Messenger for their continued support. 

Thank you to you all and may we wish you a 
Very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 

 
The Doctors and all staff at 'Modbury Health 

Centre' 
All at 'Nicholas Hair & Beauty' 
The Team at ‘The Wine Bar’ 

James, Diane, Amanda & Jon at 'Luscombe Maye' 
Adrian & staff at 'Aune Valley Meats' 

Nigel & all the staff at 'Nigel Frost Optometrist' 
Everyone at 'Hulu' 

Jason at 'South Face Landscapes’ 
All at 'Modbury Melodies' 

All at 'Fifth Sense and Materia Aromatica'  
James & Angie at 'Tall Orders Landscaping' 
Mike, Louise, & Sophie at 'The Floor Show' 

Louise at 'Unwind Beauty' Bigbury 
Phil at ‘Light Works’ 

All the staff at 'Westcountry Training Services' 
Jon and Emily Sullivan at 'Nest Design 

Architectural Services' 
The staff at 'South Moor Vets' 

Phil, Nikki & family & all the staff at the 'Exeter 
Inn'. 

Sophie at ‘Pet Nurse Modbury’ 
Martha at ‘Modbury Massage Therapy’ 

Amanda Vidler Photography 
David & Donna at ‘Kitchens by Dezines’ 

Jenny, Lucy & Jo at ‘Devon Law’ 
Rich, Alex & Mel at ‘Hand Drawn Home Architects’ 

The Team at ‘Bloor Homes’, Palm Cross 
Laur & Claudia and all the staff at 'The White 

Hart' 

From all at 'Marchand Petit' 
All at 'Modbury News and Post Office' 

Mandy, Tim and all the staff at 'Shop O the Top' 
and 'The Old Bakery' 

James and Paul at 'Mr Builder Co' 
Lonely Adam at 'Mackgills' 
Sarah and Olly at 'Ringrose'  

David, Emma, Andrea, Maria & Yukari at 'Modbury 
Dental' 

The teams at 'The Lazy Cow' & ‘The Mess Room’ 
David & Karen Smith at 'Devonshire Fine Art' 
Catherine, Graham & Alison at 'The Brownston 

Gallery'  
George & Mary at 'GHW Rosevear & Co' 
All the volunteers & committee at ‘TIC’ 

All at 'NRG Ltd' 
Rebecca and all the team at 'Dupere Design' 

All at 'Wakehams of Modbury' 
All at 'The Modbury Inn' 

Evan, Tess & all at 'Energy and Power Tech 
Services’ 

‘Modbury Barber Shop' 
All at 'Modbury Co-op' 

All at 'Modbury Pharmacy' 
'Michael Hagger Decorating Service' 

Richard, Nikki, Gill, Hazel, Kelly, Mo & Ella at 
'Pickles' 

Sam at ‘Richard Ayres Marine Surveyors’ 
Lynne & Chris at ’Barnes Computer Services’ 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Champernowne Play Park Steering Group 
The group are chuffed to be awarded a Level 3 certificate 
from the Royal Horticultural Society’s ‘Britain in Bloom’ scheme 
for the ‘It’s your Neighbourhood’ initiative.   This is in relation 
primarily to the Flower Beds at Champernowne Play Park in 
Modbury. Within this particular RHS initiative, there are five 
categories starting with level 1(Establishing) up to level 5 
(Outstanding). The level 3 is Advancing so the group haven’t 
got far to go before they reach level 5 – although a lot of hard 
work no doubt.  

The group planted the beds in spring 2016 following the 
creation of a carefully thought out plan by Monica.   Great 
consideration was given to plant and flower types, those that 
were robust and as future-proof as possible. 

Optimistic that their fund raising efforts would pay off, the 
group, have succeeded in acquiring funds for equipment that 
will attract more children and families back to the park once 
new equipment is installed. Exciting times ahead. 

Charlotte Grosvenor 

Remember that the Champernowne Play Park is available for 
anyone in Modbury to enjoy, so next time you are walking past 
Champernowne just wander down and you will find the Play 
Park on the bottom left hand corner about 100m from the 
entrance. Bring your children to play or come to admire the 
award winning plantings.
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December walk dates:- 
5th December 
12th December 
19th December 
No walk on 26th December 
Contact Modbury volunteer walk 
leaders:    
Sue Rogers (831289)   
Sandra Sidey  (830582)  
Catherine Speight (830195)  
Monica Yunnie  (831049)  

Louise Evans (Active Devon)  
Walking for Health Co-ordinator 
louise.evans@activedevon.org  
Tel: 01392 925150

Club sessions: 6.30 pm until dusk Thursday evenings 
and10am until midday Sunday mornings. 

We have two courts and a small pavilion. Please 
contact us about how to join or use as a visitor. 

Modbury Tennis Club welcomes new members. 
Contact:  Paul Eden, tel: 01548 831064 
Email modburytennisclub@btinternet.com

Boat Talk:  
Thursday 18th JANUARY 8pm, 
Modbury Inn.   

An informal get together to talk 
about anything to do with boats. 
No December meeting because of Christmas 

Tim Beavon   tim@cospectrum.co.uk    
01548 830937 

Our next meeting will take place on 13th 
DECEMBER 2017, at 7.30 pm in the White 
Hart.   The Annual General Meeting, which 
will be very short, will take place, followed 
by a Social Evening with wine and mince 
pies.  Looking forward to seeing you there.                                                    

David Mitchell  (Tel. No. 830 446)

Modbury Local  
History Society

Modbury Messenger 
Closing Date 

5th December for January 2018 Messenger 
The copy date for the January 2017 Modbury Messenger is 5th December, as the printers are closed over 
Chr i s tmas . P lease send a l l copy, except fo r pa id  adver t i sements  by e-mai l to :   
messenger@modburypc.co.uk. 

Commercial advertisements should be sent to the Parish Clerk at parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk 

MODBURY BRANCH  
Royal British Legion 

The next meeting of the 
Modbury Branch of the 
Royal British Legion will 
take place in The Club on 

Monday 4th December 
starting at 7.30pm. As this is the Christmas 
meeting there will be mince pies and other 
treats!

mailto:tim@cospectrum.co.uk
mailto:louise.evans@activedevon.org
mailto:modburytennisclub@btinternet.com
mailto:tim@cospectrum.co.uk
mailto:modburytennisclub@btinternet.com
mailto:louise.evans@activedevon.org
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IVYBRIDGE U3A 
The Ivybridge U3A 
will be holding their 
Christmas Social for all members on Monday 
December 18th at 2 pm. in the Watermark 
Centre 

There will be Mince Pies, a Quiz and a 
Raffle. 

MODBURY WI - The Tunnellers 
At the November meeting of Modbury WI members entered the underground world of the 
mole and learned of current entrapment methods and the less humane practises of old. 
Steve Hepburn, our local mole catcher based in Ermington, embarked upon his career 
following an exorbitant quotation from a national pest control company for the ridding of 
moles in his new acquired South Hams garden. The mole is no respecter of post codes nor 
friend to farmers or lawn lovers alike as we found out from Steve's engaging account of overcoming his 
clients' mole catching dilemmas. 

Moles are soft pelted creatures who measure no more six inches yet dig extensive multi-tiered tunnels often 
several feet from the surface. They feed from earthworms and small insects and follow their food source. 
When the soil is wet from rain worms move towards the surface and moles follow pushing excess soil to the 
top in the form of mole hills. In dry weather worms go deeper seeking moisture and the moles then use their 
deeper runs to trap their prey. Moles work a four hour shift pattern both day and night so there is no rest for 
the mole catcher. 

There has been no rest for Modbury WI members either. The Ringmore WI hosted the annual meeting of the 
Avon WI Group (which encompasses Modbury WI) at their wonderful hall in Ringmore on a very stormy 
autumn evening. The group was entertained by the original Muffin the Mule and his marionette friends skilfully 
operated by Will McNally, grandson of the television programme creators Ann Hogarth and Jan Russell, 
which sent most down memory lane. Members who attended the Langage Farm visit emerged exceedingly 
well fed and full of praise for the enterprise and its recycling policies. 

In November the Book Group met to discuss Edna O'Brien's 'The Light of Evening.' An uncomfortable read 
about the conflicts and deceits between mothers and daughters, which was not universally enjoyed. A 
lighter read for Christmas time is 'The Island' by Victoria Hislop.  

The Makers' Group has had its second meeting when the focus was mainly on finishing abandoned projects 
in convivial company before embarking on new craft work in the New Year. Other groups are being planned 
and new for 2018 will be The Wanderers, a monthly group centred around a hostelry giving members an 
opportunity to meet together during the day to walk or just partake of a beverage or a bite. Coming soon is 
'The Matinee Girls' Group when interested members will make cinema, theatre or gallery visits and lunch 
together beforehand if desired. 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Friday, 1st December at the MARS Pavilion, QEII Recreation 
Ground, Modbury with a Bring and Share party when a mystery guest will provide the festive entertainment. 
Prospective new members are very welcome to come and see what is on offer and being planned for 2018. 

Rosemary Parker

Are you a writer? - Would you like to be a writer? - Have you ever thought about being a writer?  
Has anyone ever told you you should be a writer?  

Have you ever answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions or questions like them? 

The South Hams Writers Group meets in KIngsbridge twice a month on Thursdays and is ready to 
welcome new members. We meet to share each other’s new writing and offer feedback. We also 
invite professional writers to run creative workshops, the next two sessions will be on the subject of 
short story writing.  

If you would like to know more please contact Meg Foster at tristismeg@yahoo.co.uk or John Curry 
on 831289  By the way, we laugh a lot.                                                                                       John Curry
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Lynne & Chris Barnes 
Wish Everyone a  
Merry Christmas  

and a  
Happy New Year 

Advertise your business 
here for only £96 a year  

The Modbury Messenger is delivered 
to nearly 1000 homes and businesses 
in Modbury and the surrounding area. 
See p15 for details of all advertising 
formats and rates
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SOUTH HAMS MOBILE LIBRARY  N0 TUESDAY LIBRARY IN DEC 
Saturday 16th December     Ayleston Park   14:45 to 
15:30Poundwell Square    09:30 to 12:30  Poundwell Square    15:35 to 16:35 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
CLANG if you remember clanging, you may now be making new Connections and taking advantage of 
Learning opportunities.  

This month we'll explore A. Active.  

Small changes to daily activity can have huge benefits for your mental health, making you feel better.  

Activity releases endorphins , the feel good hormones. It is also well known that being out and about in green 
and blue spaces, countryside and seaside has positive effects on mental well-being .  

Increasing your heart rate so you're a little bit out of breath for 150 mins a week can help to stave off heart 
disease, diabetes, stroke and lots of other yucky things we could do without as we get older so in just 2 and a 
half hours of your week going for a brisk walk, a cycle ride, gardening or swimming will do so much good at 
the same time releasing those feel good endorphins. It's a win-win to better physical and mental health and 
wellbeing.  

Here in Modbury we have so much choice . Look out for the various activities in the Memorial Hall and Queen 
Elizabeth II Pavilion, the walking groups, the wild swimming (really good for you - no wetsuit urgh!), Nordic 
walking , kicking a ball up at the rec or just simply bunging your dogs or next door neighbour into the car for a 
nice flat yomp on the beaches and moors that surround us. It doesn't have to be epic.  

So be Active .  

Next time N for Notice.  

Sarah Wyatt
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• 6 Church Street, Modbury
Farm Shop & Valley View Cafe,
Rake Farm, Loddiswell
Modbury Shop: 01548 830240
Loddiswell Shop: 01548 550413
Valley View Cafe: 01548 559126

www.aunevalleymeat.co.uk

Place Your Christmas Orders Now! HOTPASTIESNOW AVAILABLE

Aune Valley in Modburythebrownstongal ler y

www.thebrownstongallery.co.uk

The Art of Giving
May all your gifts be works

of  art this Christmas!

Spread the cost of Christmas
with 10 equal interest free

monthly payments

Closed on  25, 26 and 27 Dec 
Open from 11am - 4pm on 28, 29 & 30 Dec

Wreaths to 

order

Plus wreath making

workshops 

Wed 6th & Sat 9th December 

10:30am 

 

miranda@mirandahackettflowers.co.uk 

07789 553 921  

from £45 

at The Oyster Shack,  Bigbury,  

with 2 course lunch & glass of wine 

   £90pp   bookings 01548 810 876

www.mirandahackettflowers.co.uk

ADVERTISING RATES MODBURY MESSENGER AUGUST 2017 

Advertisement Sizes: 
One eighth page  Portrait or Landscape 1.75” x 2.5” (45mm by 65mm)  
One quarter page  Portrait 3.5” x 5” (90mm x 130mm) Landscape 7” x 2.5”  
One half page   Landscape 7” x 5” (180mm x 130mm) Portrait 10” x 3.5” 
Full page   Portrait 7” x 10” (180mm x 250mm) 

To advertise in the Modbury Messenger, contact the Parish Clerk on 01548 830222, email 
parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk or call at the Parish Office, 2 Galpin Street between 2pm and 4pm on 
Mondays. 
  

SIZE

1 INSERTION 3 – 10 
INSERTSIONS            

(Per insertion) 

12 INSERTIONS             
(Per insertion)

12 INSERTIONS 
(Year Total)

 Black Colour Black Colour Black Colour Black Colour

1/8 page £15.00 £30.00 £13.00 £26.00 £8.00 £16.00 £96.00 £192.00

1/4 page  £30.00 £60.00 £25.00 £50.00 £15.00 £30.00 £180.00 £360.00

1/2 page £54.00 £108.00 £43.00  £86.00  £25.00 £50.00  £300.00 £600.00

1 page £96.00 £192.00 £74.00 £148.00 £40.00 £80.00 £480.00 £960.00
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BE SAFE THIS CHRISTMAS 

 Check your Christmas tree lights are in good working order and conform to the British Safety Standard. 

 Never overload electrical sockets. 

    Always switch off your Christmas lights before you go to bed or go out. 

 Never place lit candles near your Christmas tree, decorations or furnishings and never leave a burning 
candle unattended. 

 Decorations can burn easily - don’t attach them to lights or heaters 

 The risks of accidents, especially in the kitchen, are greater after alcohol is consumed - take care if you’re 
having a few festive drinks. 

  Never leave your Christmas dinner cooking unattended and make sure you switch off the oven and hob 
if you’re leaving the house. 

  If you are planning on celebrating with fireworks, store them in a metal box, read the instructions and 
never go back to a lit firework. 

  
You can find out more information on 

http://www.dsfire.gov.uk/YourSafety/SafetyInTheHome/Christmassafety 

Merry Christmas from your 

Modbury Firefighters

SOUTH HAMS’ 
LEADING 

ESTATE AGENT

For customers who 
expect more from 
their estate agent.

modbury@marchandpetit.co.uk

Sales 
Lettings  
Auctions

01548 831163

Our team has over 80 years of South Devon estate agency experience.

http://www.dsfire.gov.uk/YourSafety/SafetyInTheHome/Christmassafety
http://www.dsfire.gov.uk/YourSafety/SafetyInTheHome/Christmassafety

