Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 12th December 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr Watts (Chairman). Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley & Ward. Messrs Cole, Lawrence, Pratt, Preston, Rickman & West.
Apologies: Mr Rosevear, Cllr Holway. 
Also Present: Cllr Mumford.
Monthly Forum:

No public present.

Police Report:
Not present.
County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford commented on the ongoing situation at Leighmoor Cross and the response from the CEO of SHDC. There were active discussions with Devon CC & SHDC to find an alternative permanent site for this traveller although this would have to be in place before any enforcement action could proceed.

Devon CC’s Strategic Plan had been revamped for the next period-hyperlinks on their website show the plan in extensive detail. 
The County Council’s intention was to keep the Council tax level to 0%.   
District Councillors’ Reports:
Mrs Ward outlined the results of her enquiries at SHDC re. Leighmoor Cross. 

An economic summit was held by Members at SHDC today. The Business Voice e letter could be very useful to the Modbury & District Business Chamber. 
A Walk & Talk ‘taster’ would take place in the town tomorrow. There had been a positive response from the community towards this initiative.  

Mrs Ward reported on the current position with Villages in Action. It was hoped to stage a concert at the White Hart next spring using artists sourced by Villages in Action. Any profits from the concert would automatically revert to the town.  
Minutes of Meeting of 14th November were circulated. Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mr West and agreed that these were a true record.

Notes of the Meeting of 6th December with SHDC and Fuse Architectures were also circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Cole and agreed that this was a true record.
Declarations of Interest:

11.112     Mrs Ward & Mr West in Min 11.117; Mr Lawrence-personal interest in Minute 11.119 &

                prejudicial interest in Minute 11.114. 
Matters Arising:

             1)  Audit Commission-Response re. audit fees (Min 11.98) Fees are calculated in field 

                  brackets on income or expenditure, whichever is the highest.  Higher income, mainly in 

                  grants received, had pushed the audit fees to their current level. Concern was expressed 

                  that income/expenditure would be inflated once building work began on the pavilion, 
                  resulting in the Council being penalised with higher fees. Clerk to discuss with the Audit 
                  Commission.   

             2)  South West Ambulance-Defibrillator update (Matters Arising 14.11.11) The 
                  defibrillator was now available with a training course arranged for Thursday 12th January 
                  2012. There were currently seven volunteers. The machine would be delivered and used 
                  for the training course prior to installation in Modbury Court.
             3)  Mrs Flood-Olympic Torch relay (Min 11.106) A Steering Group meeting had been held 

                  plus a further meeting with SHDC. Reports from of both meetings were circulated. Mrs 
                  Flood commented on the lack of information currently available, which made the 
                  planning process difficult. Clerk to discuss with Highways regarding traffic arrangements 
                  etc over the route.
             4)  Devon & Cornwall Police -Illegal encampment at Leighmoor Cross (Matters Arising 
                  14.11.11) Results of enquiries with DVLA were considered unsatisfactory. Clerk would 

                  discuss further with the Police. Copies of correspondence from SHDC and Mr Preston 

                  were also outlined. The lack of progress was disappointing given the time span. (See 

                  also ‘County Councillor’s Report’ above).  
             5)  Mr Cole-Snow Warden Volunteers (Matters Arising 14.11.11) Mr Cole updated the 
                  Meeting on progress.  A list of volunteers strategically placed around the Parish would 
                  be available to distribute salt etc when occasion demanded. Highways also had a copy 
                  of the master list. 

             6)  Priory Farm planning application (Matters Arising 14.11.11) Further response to Mr & 
                  Mrs Barnes noted.
             7)  Devon CC-New Road, wall by Woodturners Cottage (Monthly Forum 05.09.11) The 
                  Clerk had spoken to the landowner who was aware of the concern. Highways would also 
                  visit and make an inspection).  
             8)  Lloyds TSB-Parish debit card (Min 11.106) The card had now been issued with the 
                  Clerk and the Chairman shown as authorised users.
             9)  SHDC-The Big Tree Plant (Min 11.106) Mr Weeks had offered to assist with this 
                  initiative if this was Parish led. Unfortunately no Councillor was available.  

           10)  Flooding issues.  Mr Cole commented on flooding issues in the town with particular 

                  emphasis on the monitoring unit owned by South West Water in the bottom part of the 

                  town. Concern was also expressed at the capacity of the sewers in periods of heavy 

                  rainfall etc. Proposed by Mr Cole, seconded by Mr Lawrence and agreed unanimously to 

                  write to South West Water. 
Correspondence (General List Circulated):

11.113  a)  Mr Ranwell, 1 Tuckers Brook-Request for grit bin at Tuckers Brook. Highways 
                  could not accede to this request given that a bin was already in place in Ayleston 
                  Park. Agreed to allocate supplies of salt in Tuckers Brook for the use of residents.
             b)  Devon CC-Emergency Planning December Newsletter-Noted, forwarded to the Snow 

                  Warden.
             c)  Devon CC-County Matters planning applications. These will be circulated  

                  electronically from 01.04.12-Noted. 

Accounts: The following accounts were presented:-

11.114       HMRC £192.32 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £14.16 (Postage); Clerk £19.88 (Additional hours 

                  worked); SHDC £261.57 (Printing, November Messenger); MMCS Pension Fund £30.00 

                  (Web site domain renewal); MMCS Pension Fund £438.00 (Office rental); The Modbury 

                  Group £48.00 (Web hosting standard plan); Viking Direct £79.98 (Stationery); SHDC 

                  £75.00 (Printing, Town Square flyer**)
                  ** After discussion, agreed to pay as a gesture of goodwill, although the sum was in 

                      excess of the pledged amount. Clerk to write to Mrs Bullen.  
                  Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed unanimously that all the 

                  above accounts be paid   
                  (Mr Lawrence declared an interest and left the room whilst the matter was discussed).
Planning: The following applications were considered:-

11.115  a)  Oldaport, Modbury-Listed Building Consent for installation of glass window panel into 

                  kitchen roof.

                  Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed unanimously to make no 

                  comments given that Councillors were not conversant with the importance of this Listed 

                  Building. They would leave judgement to the Conservation Officer on the merits of this 

                  application.
                  Mr Lawrence declared an interest in this application.

             b)  The White House, Dark Lane-Resubmission of planning application 35/2432/11/F for 

                  detached garage/store and carport.  
                  Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mr Lawrence and agreed to recommend approval. 

                  Mr Cole voted against the proposal. 

SHDC-Devolution of Services:

11.116    Mr Lawrence had circulated a list of the fundamental items that he felt should be 

               considered for devolution. This was discussed on an item by item basis. Mr Lawrence 
               undertook to formally report to SHDC. 
Palm Cross Green Development Site RA1 (Steering Group etc):

11.117    A protracted discussion ensued following the meeting with SHDC and Fuse Architecture. 

               Site RA1 could be a key asset to the town but it was essential that all ages of the 
               community were consulted. It was felt that there was an insufficient understanding of the 
               Masterplanning structure. Clerk to speak to SHDC/Fuse to clarify the  template 
               Development. Agreed that the steering group would be composed of Mrs Shepley and 
               Messrs Lawrence, Rosevear & Watts. They would draw up terms of reference and bring 
               back to Council.      
Devon CC-Self build affordable housing for local people (Deferred from 14.11.11):

11.118    This document had been circulated for discussion after recommendation by Cllr Mumford. 

               The only applicable exception site available in the town was off Galpin Street. There was 

               an option of exploring this site in more detail in terms of self build or within the  

               development of site RA1 at Palm Cross.     
Town Square-Terms of reference for new group:

11.119    Mr West reported that the Parish Town Square Group had met on several occasions

               and draft terms of reference for the new group had been previously circulated. After 

               discussion and some suggested amendments, agreed to invite all members of the 

               previous Town Square Group to continue if they so wished. The group could also be 

               augmented by others with specialist skills. It was implicit that no contractual arrangements 
               should be made without recourse to the Parish Council. 
               Mr West thanked Mr Rosevear for the use of his office etc for the preliminary meetings.
Parish Plan:

11.120   Mr Pratt stated that the Traffic & Parking working party had revisited this aspect of the 

              Parish Plan. Discussions were ongoing and formal proposals would be brought back to 
              Council in due course.
Millennium Meadow Maintenance Agreement:

11.121   The draft Agreement had been forwarded to the Millennium Meadow Committee (MMC) for 

              comment. An initial review had taken place and précised comments discussed. Agreed to
              give the MMC authority to prepare a detailed response for discussion next month.   
Any Other Business:

11.122   Mr Lawrence asked about the Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebrations on the Recreation 

              Ground. Councillors updated him on the preliminary arrangements. 

              Mrs Flood asked if Councillor Mumford’s Locality Budget could be used for expenses 

              towards the Olympic Torch Relay-Agreed. 
              She also reported that the Poundwell Street sign on the White Hart still awaited cleaning.  

              Clerk to chase up.

              Mr Pratt reported rubbish/weeds in The Orchard by the Devon & Cornwall Housing 

              Association’s property. Clerk to confirm responsibility.   

              Mrs Freeman commented on the irregularity of the CEO’s on their visits to the town. The

              Clerk had already spoken to SHDC re. problem areas that required the CEO’s attention. 
              Mr Preston reported that a Parishioner had volunteered to edit the Messenger. She would 

              take over from the May 2012 issue. Agreed that any approved Honorarium be paid by 
              Direct Debit on a monthly basis.         

The Meeting closed at 10.02pm.
