Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 14th November 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr Watts (Chairman). Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley & Ward. Messrs Cole, Lawrence, Pratt, Preston, Rickman, Rosevear & West. 

Apologies: None

Also Present: Cllrs Holway & Mumford. Jane Bullen. Messrs Lee & Squires. 

Address by Liz Hitchins representing dementia friendly parishes. 

Ms Hitchins reported that Devon CC statistics showed that almost 1 in 5 persons would suffer from dementia in the county by 2020. Outlying villages found it difficult to access services for those suffering from dementia. She was involved with a project including Brixton, Newton & Noss, Yealmpton, Holbeton and Wembury which was seeking ways to assist those in need. The Alzheimers Society had asked Brixton Parish to seek representatives from other parishes to form a steering group. The project would be set up next February with a number of groups/agencies linked to Plymouth University which was researching into the early diagnosis of the disease. The Plymouth Dementia Society had a list of some 400 companies providing dementia friendly zones. She also briefly outlined other initiatives under the project umbrella. Funding for the project would hopefully come from a Big Lottery Grant. It was suggested that publicity could be generated by means of the Messenger and Mrs Ward would maintain a link with Liz Hitchins.
The Chairman thanked Ms Hitchins for her attendance.  

Monthly Forum:

Mr Squires reported a problem with a telephone constantly ringing in Walters Garage opposite his address. Mr Rosevear would speak to the owner. 
He also asked for a grit bin in Scalders Lane/New Road. It was explained that a new bin had been placed in Scalders Lane and another could not be justified in the same locality. 

He also commented that a street sign was required at the above location. Clerk to make enquiries.   

Mr Lee also had concerns regarding the lack of a grit bin in Oakwood Drive. Mr Cole, as Snow Warden, would liaise to ensure rock salt was available at that location during inclement weather. 

Police Report:

Not present.

County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford reported that the County budget was currently balanced. It was important to encourage economic growth. 
The rural broadband initiative was on track to deliver superfast broadband to 85% of rural areas. The contract would be signed early autumn 2012.

The proposed Kingskerswell by pass (South Devon Link Road) would be determined by December this year.   
Sherford- the planning application would be considered by SHDC on 13.12.11. It was essential that this area become a community rather than a housing estate.   
A new Strategic Plan for Devon would be in place by the end of the year. This would involve a change of role and funding regimes including healthcare responsibilities. 

Leighmoor Cross-He was still in dialogue with SHDC and looking at the provision of legal pitches. He once again outlined the legal requirements before the ‘traveller’ could be redirected to another site. 
Mrs Flood reported that the new school Nursery & Reception were now complete and operational-she thanked Cllr Mumford for his support. 

District Councillors’ Reports:

Cllr Ward commented on SHDC’s Statement of Common Involvement (circulated) Responses were required by 16.12.11. 

There was unanimous cross party support for the campaign to stop the proposed closure of Brixham Coastguard Station. The economy of the region was closely linked to the sea and this was an important issue. There was a link from SHDC’s website to an e petition.  
The recent ‘Walk and Talk’ trial in the town was successful with 12 attendees. A flyer was now available. 
She commented on the Parish Plan Review. At some stage in the new year, a reflective exercise should be made using a ‘sustainable rural tool kit’. This is a comprehensive list of questions that a Parish asks of itself to test its community sustainability.  
Cllr Holway updated the meeting regarding Sherford-a site visit meeting would be held shortly and an outline planning application would be made in December.
He mentioned a Cluster meeting at Ugborough on 16.11.11. Mr Lawrence would attend.
Mr Lawrence questioned Cllr Holway regarding SHDC car parking charges for 2012/13; it was important that the Parish Council were consulted before decisions were made. 

Minutes of Meeting 10th October were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Preston and agreed that this was a true record. 

Minutes of the Planning Meeting of 18th October also circulated. Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed that this was a true record. Both sets of Minutes were signed by the Chairman.

Declarations of Interest:

11.105  Mrs Ward & Mr West declared an interest in 11.105 (e). Mr Rickman in 11.105 (e) & (f).
             Mr Cole 11.105 (d). Mr Lawrence-personal interest with regard to site RA2 (11.108).
Matters Arising:

 1)  Chairman-Exeter Inn flooding (Matters Arising 05.09.11) The recent flooding situation was 
      outlined by the Chairman. A report from the joint site visit with Devon CC on 05.10.11 was still 
      outstanding although the Clerk had chased up. A protracted discussion ensued with suggested 
      options for remedial work. Clerk to write to the brewery asking for the current position regarding
      the outstanding work promised by them.   

2)  Peter Watts Jnr-Marley Building Youth Club (Min 11.98) Update noted. A bid made through Cllr 

      Mumford’s Locality Budget had resulted in a grant of £800.00 towards start up costs.

3)   South West Ambulance Service –Purchase of defibrillator (Police Report 08.08.11) The unit 
      was awaiting delivery and installation on the outside of Modbury Court. A number of Parishioners 
      had expressed an interest in undergoing training and a familiarisation course would be arranged 
      when the unit was in place.

 4)  Mr Doddridge-Flooding to garage at Palm Cross Green (Matters Arising 13.06.11) Run off 
      from the car park appeared to be the problem. Mr Stallard had been asked for advice and to quote 
      for remedial work. This was currently outstanding. 
 5)  Devon CC-Snow Warden Scheme (Matters Arising 10.10.11) Mr Cole had completed a Devon 
      CC training course. He would circulate details of local arrangements for inclement weather in due 
      course.
 6)  SHDC-Illegal encampment Leighmoor Cross (Police Report 05.09.11) Partly discussed under 
      ‘County Councillor’s Report’. Mr Preston updated the meeting on his correspondence between 
      County & District. Councillors again expressed their deep concern at the lack of action from both 
      authorities. Clerk to write a further letter to the Chief Executive at SHDC. 
 7)  SHDC-Fencing Memorial Hall play area (Matters Arising 10.10.11) SHDC had confirmed that 
      the Public Space Improvement Grant was still available but needed to be spent by 31.03.12.  The 
      Council’s view was that all fencing should be renewed, perhaps with palings. Mr West to ask for a 
      requote with Mr Tall. Delegated authority given to Mr West to put the work in hand subject to a 
      limit of £2000.00.  

 8)  Devon CC-Grit bins (Matters Arising 10.10.11) New bins had been placed in Brownston St, 
       Ayleston Park and Scalders Lane. The latter was in the wrong position and required relocating by 
      The Orchard. Clerk to arrange with Highways.    
 9)  Clerk-Priory Farm planning application (Matters Arising 10.10.11) Response to Mr & Mrs 
      Barnes-Circulated and noted.

10) Mr Lawrence-SHDC/DCC grass cutting (Matters Arising 11.07.11) He outlined his discussions 
      with SHDC regarding the necessity of additional grass cuts and the likelihood of reduced cuts by 
      Devon CC. Proposed by Mr Rosevear, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously to pay for 
      additional cuts in the next financial year. Agreed to defer to the annual Finance meeting to discuss 

      costs. 
Correspondence: (General list circulated)

11.106   a)  SHDC car parking service-winter arrangements. SHDC would grit Poundwell car park 

                   as a matter of course. Councillors also asked for Poundwell car park by the Health Centre 

                   to be gritted and the slope from Palm Cross Green car park into Barracks Road. Clerk to 

                   discuss with SHDC.  
              b)  Ken Abraham-Renewal of 5 year contract for Parish Audit. Agreed, Clerk to deal.

              c)  SHDC-Neighbourhood Planning, funding application. Submission by SHDC on this 

                   Council’s behalf noted.
              d)  Memorial Hall-Revised room hire charges-Noted.

              e)  Fuse Architecture-Development Site RA1 –invitation to be part of a Working Group. 

                  Councillors were of the opinion that this should be a Parish led initiative. Ignorance of local 

                  government procedures by Fuse would interfere with the Masterplanning process. Agreed 
                  to arrange an informal meeting with Mr Clegg to discuss.   
              f)  Ivybridge & District Inter Parish Quiz-Request for funding. Proposed by Mr West, 

                  seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed to make a donation of £10.00 as requested.

             g)  Victim Support-Request for funding. Defer to annual Finance Meeting.

             h)  South Hams CAB-Request for funding. Defer to annual Finance Meeting.

              i)  SHDC-Statement of Community Involvement-Consultation Draft (Circulated). Clerk to 

                  collate comments and forward to SHDC by closing date of 16th December.

              j)  SHDC-Sherford New Community update-Circulated & noted.

             k)  MARS-Purchases from Recreation Field maintenance budget. Problems had occurred 

                  when MARS had to make credit card purchases for items from the Recreation Field 

                  budget held by the Parish Council. VAT could not normally be reclaimed in these 

                  circumstances. Proposed by Mr Rosevear, seconded by Mr West and agreed that the 

                  Clerk apply for a Parish credit card. Messrs Preston & Watts abstained from the vote.

              l)  SHDC-The Big Tree Plant. Details of initiative noted. Agreed to pass to P3. The Ridge 

                  Road was an area considered a suitable site for additional tree planting.  
            m)  SHDC-Parish Election costs 5th May 2011. Costs of £156.22 noted. 

             n)  SHDC-2012 Olympic Torch Relay. Councillors commented on the amount of interest 

                  already generated by this announcement. Mrs Flood together with Mrs Freeman and Mr 

                  Watts would form a small group to develop the potential of this Relay. Clerk to register the 

                  Parish’s interest with the relevant authority.
             o)  SHDC-Play area, Memorial Hall/ Inspection report-Noted, no immediate attention to

                  equipment required.

             p) Cllr Mumford-Self build affordable housing for local people. Defer to next meeting.

Accounts: The following accounts were submitted for payment:-

11.107 HMRC £192.32 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £8.64 (Postage); Clerk £89.46 (Additional hours worked); 

               Grounds Maintenance SW £424.77 (July/August grass cutting|); Peter Thorns £78.00 

               (Hedge cutting); SHDC £343.00 (Rates, Palm Cross Green); SHDC £261.57 (Printing, 

               October Messenger); Memorial hall £80.00 (Room hire); Viking Direct £62.84 (Printer toner); 

               BT £419.10 (Phone, Office & faulty line box); Ivybridge & District Inter Parish Quiz £10.00 

               (Quiz donation).

               Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Rickman & agreed unanimously that these 

               accounts be paid.

               Mrs Ward left the meeting at this point.

Planning:

11.108  a) Manor House, Palm Cross-Householder application for addition of 16 photovoltaic panels 

                 to the existing timber shingle roof of the outbuilding adjacent to the Coach House.

                 (This application was discussed prior to this meeting with a consensus recommendation 

                 for approval. This was to give the applicant the opportunity to take advantage of the

                 Government subsidy).

             b) Orcheton Cottage, Orcheton-Householder application for extension & alterations to 

                 existing house. Demolition of garage & replacement.

                 Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously to recommend 

                 approval.

                 Mr Rickman declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or voting.

Town Square:
11.108 Notes of the Public Forum on 09.11.11.were circulated including a note forwarded at the 

request of Jane Bullen. Agreed to write a letter of thanks to Chris McCarthy for his Chairmanship. Mr Lawrence outlined his perception of the way forward and a protracted discussion ensued. The Council were of the opinion that the square would be of significant value to the town for the potential economic, social and physical benefits it would bring.              Proposed by Mr Rosevear, seconded by Mr West and agreed to formally approve the 

               Halcrow Report and progress the project. Mrs Freeman & Mr Cole voted against the 

               proposal. 

               Agreed that Mrs Shepley & Messrs Lawrence, Rosevear and West would form a small group 

               to draw up terms of reference/time lines for the Project Group and bring back to the next 

               Meeting. 

               Mr Lawrence declared a personal interest as he lives adjacent to the area studied for the 

               Town Square Feasibility Study. His interest was noted but he would maintain his 
               involvement with Council approval.   

               Mr Pratt offered to head up the original Parish Plan group to look again at parking and traffic 

               issues.            

Millennium Meadow Maintenance Agreement:

11.110 Mr Lawrence outlined the response from SHDC to his enquiries. There appeared to be some movement towards a revised draft Agreement. 

Any Other Business:

11.111  Mr Preston commented that Margaret Middleton and Frank Mullery would be standing down 
             from their respective positions in the Information Centre. Their posts would be advertised in 

             the Messenger. He also reminded Members of Mrs Preston’s wish to relinquish the post of 

             Messenger Editor and the necessity of a replacement sooner rather than later. 
             Mr Watts expressed concern that Modbury was losing its identity and was widely regarded as 
             a village although he reminded Councillors that the town had a Royal Charter.   
             Mr West thanked Mrs Freeman and her team for organising the very successful Modbury 

             Lighting Up Ball at Buckland Tout Saints which was enjoyed by all. A total of £1420.00 had  

             been raised. 
             Mr Rickman highlighted the importance of local employment by solar energy companies and 

             the proposed reduction in Government tariffs following solar energy installations. Proposed by 
             Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Pratt and agreed unanimously to write to Gary Streeter MP. 
             Mr Lawrence commented on the apparent differences between the town centre traders and 

             the newly formed Modbury & District Business Chamber and wished that all could work 

             together for the benefit of the economy of the town.
             The Clerk reported an accident in Church Street when a female had alighted from her car 

             and fallen over the raised pavement. She wanted warning signs to be placed at that location. 

             She was also considering legal action. The Clerk had already referred her to Devon CC 

             Highways.      

The Meeting closed at 10.42pm.

