Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 10th October in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr Watts (Chairman). Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley & Ward. Messrs Cole, Pratt, Preston, Rickman & Rosevear

Apologies; Messrs  Lawrence & West.

Also Present: Cllrs Mumford & Holway, Mr & Mrs Smith, Mr Barnes.

Monthly Forum:

Mr Smith outlined his objections to the planning application at The White House, Dark Lane (see

11.99 (c) below. Agreed to bring the item forward and waive Standing Orders to allow Mr Smith to answer Councillors’ questions. The Council then went into Session to consider its response. Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Rosevear and agreed unanimously to hold a site visit. Clerk to make the arrangements.

Mr Barnes asked for an explanation regarding this Council’s change of recommendation in respect of the planning application for Priory Farm (See Matters Arising (3)). Agreed to bring the agenda item forward and waive Standing Orders to allow Mr Barnes to comment. The Clerk outlined the rationale for this action, with individual Councillors also commenting. The Council then went into Session to consider its response. Agreed that the Council should have informed Mr Barnes of the change of recommendation in this case although it was noted that this was the first time such a situation had occurred. Clerk to send a formal letter of apology to Mr & Mrs Barnes. The Council would also review its procedures to ensure there was no repetition of this situation. 
County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford reported that the Viridor planning application for the New England Quarry would be discussed with Plymouth City Council this December. The company were also looking to secure land west of the proposed development. An Enforcement Notice had also been served with regard to illegal tipping.

Sherford-SHDC were dealing with infrastructure issues around the Section 106 agreement. Full details would be circulated when known. 

The County Council were anxious to reduce the number of meetings between Parish/District/County and would seek to secure joint meetings whenever possible. 

District Councillors’ Reports:

Cllr Ward updated Members on the ‘Walk and Talk’ scheme which would hopefully be introduced in Modbury. She outlined the ‘Villages in Action’ initiative; consideration would be given to bringing arts and music events to the town.  A meeting would be held next January in the White Hart. Any event profits would be retained in the community.
The Community Council of Devon conference would take place on 15th October where the Localism Bill would be a priority subject. 

The Parish Plan Review had been completed and would be emailed shortly. 

Cllr Ward had discussed the situation at Leighmoor Cross with senior staff at SHDC and a letter would be sent to Devon CC. Mr Preston commented that he had also sent a personal letter to Devon CC/SHDC on the matter.
Cllr Holway reported that he had attended a meeting that day with SHDC and the architect’s representatives for a pre planning meeting for site RA1 west of Palm Cross Green. (Cllr Ward had been invited but was unable to attend but had submitted pertinent questions and was in contact with SHDC Planners). The Senior Planning Officer had stressed that this Council must be involved in the planning process. Councillors were dismayed that they were unaware of this meeting and were unable to have an input on this issue which would have a fundamental impact on the integrity of the town. There was an element of discourtesy on the part of SHDC at the very least. Cllr Holway was asked to contact SHDC for all relevant information pertaining to this meeting and an assurance that representation in the future would include this Council.  

Minutes of the Meeting of 5th September were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed unanimously this was a true record.

Minutes of Planning Meeting 12th September. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Rosevear and agreed this was a true record.

Minutes of Planning Meeting 26th September. Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Preston and agreed this was a true record. 

Police Report:

Written report received from PC Ward. Crime figures/offences for the year October 2010-October 2011 were given. 66 offences had been recorded in that period. She commented on a recent case  where a motorist had collapsed at the wheel near Kingston. A defibrillator from St Ann’s Chapel was used but the motorist could not be revived. This incident highlighted the importance of a defibrillator in Modbury. The Police were pleased that Modbury had agreed to purchase this equipment.
There was now a new national non-emergency police number-101-which will automatically connect to the local force.

Sgt Dave Green had replaced Sgt Corkhill as Neighbourhood Team Leader. He would be out on patrol with different members of the Police team over the coming weeks.  
Declarations of Interest:

11.97      None

Matters Arising: 

 1)  SHDC-update on alleged planning breaches at Brownston (Min 11.67)-noted. 

 2)  SHDC-Snow Warden Scheme/Grit bins (Min 11.67) The Clerk confirmed that Mr Cole’s name 
      had been forwarded to Highways as  a potential Snow Warden. Training would take place in due 

      course. The position of an additional grit bin in Brownston Street to be passed to Cllr Mumford. 
 3)  SHDC-Priory Farm planning application (Min 11.73) Copy response letter from SHDC to Mr & 
      Mrs Barnes (Circulated)-noted. (Dealt with under ‘Monthly Forum’ above). 
 4)  Mr Hammerstein-Remedial work to the Parish Office (Min 11.93) This work could take up to 
      two months. Mr Hammerstein would provide alternative office space and any costs incurred by 
      the Council may be reimbursed by his insurers. 

 5)  Mr Rosevear- Report from Planning Training held at Follaton House 28.09.11 (Min 11.86) 
      The meeting was grossly overcrowded due to the interest in the subject matter. Favourable 

      comments were made highlighting the experience/strength of this Council in relation to planning 
      matters. A Powerpoint presentation used at the meeting had been forwarded and would be 
      placed on the notice board in the Parish Office. A further meeting would be held at SHDC to 
      discuss planning enforcement at the request of attendees. 

 6)  Clerk-Palm Cross Green Fields (Min 11.95) Mr Pitcher had lobbied several Councillors 
      regarding land registered to the West Family Trust. Agreed that this was outside the remit of this 
      Council. Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously to write to 
      Mr Pitcher recommending that he takes up the issue directly with the Trust.    

 7)  Mrs Freeman-report from meeting 05.10.11 with Devon CC regarding flooding issues 
      (Matters Arising 05.09.11) This was organised by Devon CC’s Flood Risk Management Team 
      and attended by Mr Freeman, SHDC & Ms Twohig from the Exeter Inn. Water course plans had 
      been perused and the culvert at the Exeter Inn was also inspected. A number of concerns 
      were raised by all parties including additional remedial work by the brewery. Agreed to wait for 
      the report before progressing this issue.  

 8)  Devon CC-Traffic Regulation Order (Matters Arising 11.07.11) The Clerk asked that suitable 
      locations be forwarded to him within the next week. Agreed that progress after that date would 
      be the responsibility of Chairman and Clerk. Mr Rickman declared an interest in this item and 
      took no part in the discussion.  

 9)  Mr Tall- revised fencing quote for play area at Memorial Hall (Matters Arising 05.09.11) 
      Noted. Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Cole and agreed unanimously that all the 
      fencing be replaced. Clerk to liase with Mr West for his advice. Also to confirm with SHDC that 
      the grant is still available.    

Correspondence:

11.98 a)  SHDC-Small Business Rate Relief. A 50% Rate Relief on the Parish Office was noted.

            b)  CPRE-‘How to respond to planning applications’. This was a very comprehensive 

                 guide commended by the Clerk. It would be placed on the notice board in the Parish 

                 Office.

            c)  Audit Commission-approval of 2010/2011 audit-Noted. Members were concerned at 

                 the high cost of the Audit given that the accounts had already been approved by the 

                 Council’s external auditor. Clerk to seek clarification of the Commission’s costs.  

            d)  DALC budget proposals 2012/2013-noted.

            e)  SHDC-Erme Valley Ward Profile. This comprehensive document would be kept in the 

                 Parish Office for reference. Mrs Ward commented that her association with the CAB gave 

                 her updates on issues highlighted in the Profile.

            f)  SHDC-The Big Greenspace Challenge. Pass to MARS & P3.

           g)  MARS-Future of the Marley building at the Recreation Ground. The initiative 

                 proposed by Mr Watts Junior (circulated) was considered to be a well thought out project. 

                 MARS had also approved the outline concept. After discussion, proposed by Mrs Flood, 

                 seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed unanimously to ask Mr Watts to progress the 

                 project. The Clerk would also discuss with Mr Watts.

           h)  MARS-Firework Display 05.11.11. Formal approval given to MARS to hold this event 

                on the Recreation Ground.   

            i)  The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons. Agreed to register the Parish’s interest. 

            j)  Mr Ranwell, Tuckers Brook House.-Fullers Ope. Mr Ranwell commented on the 

                rubbish found at that location and the general untidiness of the area. There appeared to 

                be a lack of civic pride in Modbury. Mrs Shepley reported that the town had received its 

                lowest marks ever in the Best Kept Village Competition. The issues raised by Mr Ranwell 

                were echoed by the judges. Councillors agreed with this assessment and commented that 

                a degree of personal responsibility was essential in keeping the town tidy. Clerk to  

                arrange with SHDC for regular street cleaning in Fullers Ope.   

Accounts: The following accounts were presented: 

11.99    HMRC £192.32 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £4.32 (Postage); Clerk £27.74 (Replacement 

             telephone, Office; Clerk £1.99 (Electrical socket); MMCS Pension Fund £184.00 

             (Insurance & Service charges June-August); MMCS Pension Fund £184.00 (Insurance & 

             Service charges Sept-Nov); Audit Commission £480.00 (Audit Fees); SHDC £295.71 

             (Printing, September Messenger).  

             Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed unanimously that these 

             accounts be paid.

             Note: VAT of £2425.15 has been repaid. 

                       2nd instalment of the Precept (£11,500) has been received.

Planning:

11.99 a) 17 Benedict Way-Householder application for side extension to replace kitchen and   

    garage extension.

b) California Country Inn-Proposed alteration and extension to include three accessible 

    letting bedrooms & three double letting bedrooms.

    Note: Information only-both applications resolved by sub committee or site visit and 

    approval recommended.  

c) The White House, Dark Lane-Householder application for detached garage/store and car 

    port. (Dealt with under ‘Monthly Forum’ to avoid undue delay to Mr & Mrs Smith).

Mr Lawrence had asked for clarification of the terms of reference of the Planning subcommittee and whether this Council had approved delegated powers. The Clerk outlined the administrative difficulties if delegated powers were not approved. After discussion, agreed that each application would be considered on its individual merits. If the item was not considered contentious and the Committee was quorate, then a recommendation could be made. If the matter was contentious, then it should be brought back to full Council for discussion. Noted that Standing Orders would need to be amended.  

Town Square Group/Public Forum:

11.101  The Clerk updated members on actions as a result of the preparatory meeting on 3rd 

             October.  A number of suggestions and options from the Town Square group were
             considered and decisions made. Members were anxious that the public meeting on 9th 

             November was as open and transparent as possible and that stakeholders, group  

             representatives and the public were given every opportunity to comment.   
Millennium Meadow Maintenance Agreement:

11.102   The draft agreement is still outstanding from SHDC.

Any Other Business:

11.103   Mr Rickman asked for the current position regarding water ingress in the garage at Palm 

              Cross. Mr Cole had cleared the soakaway and the Chairman was monitoring in heavy rain.

              It would appear that the long term solution would be a large soakaway.  

              Mr Pratt issued a formal invitation to Councillors to attend the Remembrance Day service

              in St Georges Church on 13th November at 10.30am. A short service, including the two 

              minute silence, would also be held at 11am on 11th November on Palm Cross Green.

              Mr Watts reported that MARS, as a sub committee of the Parish Council, were looking at 

              redrafting their constitution in order to take into account recent developments and 

              expansion on the Recreation Ground. Any draft would be submitted to the Council for 

              formal approval.    

              The Clerk reported that the steps by the War Memorial had now been repaired by persons 

              unknown. Both SHDC and Devon CC had previously denied responsibility.

              Mrs Preston had indicated that she wished to relinquish her post as editor of the 

              Messenger at some time in the near future. She would endeavour to find a replacement. 

The Meeting closed at 9.35pm.

