Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 5th September 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr West (Vice Chairman); Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley & Ward. Messrs Cole, Rosevear & Rickman.

Apologies: Messrs Lawrence, Pratt, Preston & Watts.

Also Present: Mrs Bullen, Messrs Pitcher & Luscombe, PCSO Thorns.

Monthly Forum:

Mr Pitcher commented on the number of tractors/trailers that park in the town causing obstruction and damage to the pavements, particularly in Broad Street. Agreed to contact the Police, Highways and the CEO’s. A note also to be placed in the Messenger.

Mr Pitcher also raised concerns regarding overloaded HGV’s through the town and believed that this was a major accident waiting to happen. Agreed to bring to the attention of the appropriate authorities and assess their response. 

Mrs Bullen referred to the Town Square public meeting. She suggested that a representative from Crediton be invited to the meeting to outline their experiences in developing a Town Square. She also suggested that Councillors visit Crediton to see for themselves. She emphasised that the public meeting should be advertised as widely as possible both in the Messenger and notice boards. 

Mr Pitcher stated that heavy traffic had caused damage/loose stones to the wall on the A379 by ‘Woodturners’. Mr West commented that there had been problems in the past establishing ownership at this location. Clerk to make further enquiries.

Police Report:

PCSO Thorns stated that five crimes had been recorded during August viz:- one assault, two criminal damage to vehicles, one burglary and one other. 

She outlined her actions with regard to vehicle parking on the pavement in Champernowne (See also 11.86(d) below). A sensible compromise had been reached with all parties.

Attention had also been given to parking in Brownston Street. A persistent offender who regularly obstructed the free flow of traffic had been advised and now parks in a different location.  

Mrs Flood commented on parking in Galpin Street and the obstruction by vehicles of the Parish seat. PCSO Thorns stated that providing the drop kerb was not obstructed, then Police had limited powers to intervene. Agreed that a polite notice be placed on the seat and consideration given to incorporating this location in a Traffic Regulation Order.

Illegal encampment at Leighmoor Cross-Mr West asked PCSO Thorns to comment on a suggestion by a Parishioner that the vehicle owned by the ‘traveller’ may be committing offences under the Road Traffic Act. PCSO Thorns agreed to make enquiries with the DVLA. Discussions could then take place with Highways dependent on the results of her enquiries. Mrs Ward also outlined her ongoing enquiries with the solicitor at SHDC.

County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford not present.

District Councillors’ Reports:

Mrs Ward stated that grass cutting in Barracks Road/ Champernowne had now been resolved. 

Modbury Community Chamber-the traders had asked if the parking refund scheme could be reintroduced. This may be an option providing all the traders and SHDC sign up to the scheme.

SHDC had intimated that free parking may be available for special events in the town which would only required signing off by herself in her capacity as District Councillor. 

Mrs Ward also highlighted the inequality of parking charges across the South Hams and Modbury in particular. SHDC are concerned at the perceived drop in revenue but she would continue to lobby.  

She also outlined the Connect programme and its intention to communicate with the wider public.

The initial round of consultation regarding the Localism Bill would end on 7th October. The Bill needed to be ‘flagged’ up because of its impact at local level.

Minutes of the Meeting of 8th August were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Rosevear and unanimously agreed that this was a true record. 

Declarations of Interest:

11.85 Mr Cole-Min 11.88.

Mrs Ward-Min 11.94.

Matters Arising:

1) HM Revenue & Customs-VAT threshold (Min 11.81) An effective ruling confirmed that this Council is not required to register for VAT on advertisements in the Messenger. The Council recorded its thanks to Mr Rosevear for resolving this complicated issue.

2)   Mr Ranwell, Tuckers Brook House- illegal encampment at Leighmoor Cross (Matters 
      Arising 08.08.11) Mr Ranwell had contacted Devon CC regarding his concerns. The Clerk 
      outlined the response from Devon CC which was considered unhelpful and factually incorrect. 
      He had appraised Mr Ranwell of the concerns and actions by this Council and would write a 
      considered reply.

3)   Newsletter Committee-Messenger advertising policy (Min 11. 81) Comments by the 
      Newsletter Committee were read by the Clerk. After discussion, agreed that the current policy 
      should be retained. Mr Rosevear declared an interest and left the room whilst discussions took 
      place.

4)   Environment Agency-Flooding in Modbury-update (Matters Arising 08.08.11) Response 
      noted. The Agency stated that the stream is not a main river and they have no responsibility for 
      its maintenance. SHDC should be consulted. After discussion, agreed to approach the Exeter 
      Inn to establish the extent of their remedial work and to discuss with SHDC.   
5)   Memorial Hall play area-fencing quote (Matters Arising 08.08.11) A further quote had been 

      received which had gone beyond the original brief. Mr West would contact the company for 

      clarification.

Correspondence (General List Circulated):

11.86 a)   SHDC-Planning Training 28.09.11, 2pm at Follaton House. Mr Rosevear would attend.  

                  Mrs Ward also had a Power Point presentation that could be viewed on request. 

b) South Hams CAB-Invitation to AGM 20.09.11, 4pm Seven Stars, Totnes. Mrs Ward would represent this Council’s interests.

            c)   Mr Sims, Cromwell Park-Recreation Ground, Charitable Trust status? After discussion 

                  agreed that Charitable Status would be unsuitable at this stage and could undermine 

                  current funding applications. Clerk to respond to Mr Sims.

            d)   Ms Jones-Phillips, Champernowne-parking issues. Discussed under ‘Police Report’ 

                  above.

            e)   Mrs Ainsley, Brownston Street-car parking in Poundwell. She highlighted the practice 

                   whereby the CEO’s have ticketed vehicles in Poundwell car park without any period of 

                  discretion. This was particularly prevalent with overnight and weekend parking. Visits 

                  to the town by CEO’s on Sundays were also not targeted at persistent offenders who 

                  largely caused problems during the week. Agreed that the Clerk speak to Street Scene 
                  at SHDC.   

             f)   Devon CC-National Highways & Transport Survey. Agreed that the Clerk complete on 

                  the Council’s behalf.

             g)  Nikki Mitchell-MARS Football Foundation funding application. The Clerk briefly outlined 

                   the information required from this Council to complete the application.  

Accounts: The following accounts will be presented:-

11.87        HMRC £192.32 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £102.06 (Backpay); Clerk £12.96 (Postage); SW 

                 Water £24.95 (Allotment water); Viking Direct £50.57 (Stationery); Viking Direct £186.76 

                 (Printer toner); Ivybridge & District Association of Local Councils £8.00 (Subscription); 

                 Alayne Harris £6.00 (Agreed expenses, Play Area Grand Opening).

                 Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Cole and agreed unanimously that these 

                 accounts be paid.

Planning: The following application was referred from the Sub Committee Meeting of 18th August.

11.88         9 Benedict Way-Householder application for extension at rear and above garage and 

                  conversion of garage.

                  Proposed by Mr Rosevear, seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed unanimously to 

                  recommend approval. 

SHDC-Masterplanning Template:

11.89         A précis of the draft Template prepared by Mr Lawrence was circulated pre meeting. Mr

                  Rosevear also outlined a previous meeting earlier this year on this issue. The Template 
                  was a suggestion made by the Planning Inspectors following the Local Development 

                  Framework review. Central government were also looking at the relaxation of council
                  policy in relation to planning matters. Mrs Ward commented that the SHDC Template 

                  could be implemented using outside facilitators. There was a possibility that Modbury 

                  could also be used as a pilot scheme.  After discussion agreed that a response to the 

                  consultation document was not required. 
Town Square Group:

11.90        The date for the public meeting was set for Wednesday 9th November at 7.30pm 

                 in the main hall of the Memorial Hall. A protracted discussion then took place regarding 

                 the structure of the Meeting and its agenda. It was important that the meeting reflected all 

                 opinions. It was agreed that Mrs Ward would approach Gary Streeter MP to chair the 

                 meeting. This would allow all Parish Councillors to participate. Agreed also to hold a 
                 preparatory meeting for Parish Councillors to discuss the structure of the meeting. This 
                 will take place on 3rd October at 7pm in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.       

Parish Plan Review:

11.91 Mrs Ward stated that virtually all the required information was now available. Agreed that the Review would be circulated by email and this item could be brought back to this Meeting at a later date. 

 Millennium Meadow Maintenance Agreement:

11.92 A response from SHDC was still outstanding. This issue cannot be progressed until this is received.  

Any Other Business:

11.93 The Clerk reported that rising damp in the Parish Office would require considerable       remedial work. Mr Hammerstein had promised to provide alternative accommodation whilst this work was carried out.

Mrs Ward stated that a guest speaker would be present at the November Meeting. She would speak on dementia and her work with vulnerable people.

Mrs Flood reported that the Poundwell road sign on the White Hart wall was filthy. Clerk to arrange cleaning.

She commented on press reports that National Express would discontinue their funded ½ price fares on coach trips for senior citizens. There also appeared to be an anomaly in the     

               pricing structure. Clerk to ascertain National Express’s intentions.

               Mrs Shepley asked that items of town interest be forwarded to her for insertion in the 

               ‘Village Voice’ section of the Gazette.

               Mr West updated the Meeting regarding the ‘History of Modbury’ booklet which had been 

               forwarded to the Devon Rural Archive to aid their research. This was now complete and 

               the booklet would be returned to the Parish.

PART 2:

11.94     This was of a confidential nature and was held in camera. 

The Meeting closed at 10.19pm.

