Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 11th July 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr Watts (Chairman). Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley. Messrs Cole, Lawrence, Pratt, Rickman & West.   

Apologies: Mr Preston. 
Also Present: Cllr Mumford, Cllr Holway, Mr & Mrs Barnes, Mrs Hope & PC Rachel Ward.

Police Report:

PC Rachel Ward gave a breakdown of crimes committed in the Parish over the past year. There was a slight increase probably caused by more crimes now being reported. She also explained the definitions of the non crime elements of the statistics. She outlined current issues and police action in resolving them. She commented that a First Responder in the Parish would be beneficial; Councillors outlined the steps previously taken on this matter. It was noted that Nigel Toms was already a First responder in his role with the Fire Service and the Health Centre was manned during the day. 

A pedal cycle for the use of PCSO Thorns was now available for operational use and would be kept temporarily at Kingsbridge Police Station.

Mr Cole asked if spot checks could be made on the noise levels of motorcycles through the town.

The issue of vehicles parking across the pavement in Galpin Street was also discussed, in particular with the obstruction of the Parish seat.  
County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford updated Members on budget cuts within Devon CC. Although challenging, the new management structure was almost complete.

New England Quarry-The Planning application by Viridor would be determined on 20th July. The recommendation was for refusal for a variety of reasons.

Highways reorganisation was now complete with the area team based at Ivybridge. The team should now be more proactive with local issues.

Cllr Mumford outlined the Snow Warden Scheme and the benefits to Parish. This would be further  discussed under ‘Correspondence’.  

Mrs Ward & Mr Rosevear joined the Meeting having attended a meeting of the Chamber of Trade. 

Cllr Mumford’s Locality Budget this year was £4000.00 for Modbury which included further funding from the sale of Exeter Airport and a carry over from the last financial year.

The issue of signage to the car parks was discussed. Cllr Mumford’s perception was that current signage was adequate, a view shared by Highways. 

He commented on the recent flooding at the Exeter Inn. Highways had inspected promptly but it would appear that the work promised by the Brewery had not been completed. Mrs Freeman stated that representatives of the Brewery and insurance assessors had attended today. Her belief was that the problems were caused on higher ground behind the pub in the upper town. Mr Cole asked for Cllr Mumford’s support when and if the Council approach the Environment Agency. This support was promised. 

Mrs Ward commented on the lack of a footway in Dark Lane and access to the Recreation Ground. Members outlined previous efforts to improve this situation. Agreed that the Clerk discuss again with Highways.

District Councillors’ Reports:
Cllr Ward outlined the agenda for the Super Cluster Meeting on 20th July. A critical item was the devolvement of power to communities and the issues raised for Parish Councils. Messrs Lawrence, Watts & West would attend this meeting.

The issue of quality access to Ivybridge for sports facilities had been raised and Modbury had been targetted by the Active Villages Development Plan. 

The Prime Minister would shortly publish specific proposals to cut water bills in the South West.

Cllr Holway commented on SHDC’s Statement of Community Involvement which would be published soon. There would be an element of collaboration and negotiation with parishes; it was important that this Council engage with SHDC and become involved.

Minutes of the Meeting 13th June were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously that this was a true record.

Declarations of Interest:

11.66 Mr Rickman- Matters Arising Item (5). Mrs Ward 11.72(b).

Matters Arising:

a)   SHDC, Planning Enforcement-illegal encampment at Leigh Cross (County Councillor’s 
       Report 13.06.11) Updated correspondence between SHDC/Mr Preston/Parish Council noted. 
       Various options were discussed with Members anxious to resolve this protracted issue. Agreed 
       that the Clerk speak again to the Gypsy Liaison Officer and other interested agencies. The 
       option of a site visit and discussion with the ‘traveller’ was also considered with the possibility 
       of a move to a less prominent site as a temporary measure.  

b)   SHDC-Reduction in Devon CC’s grass cutting service (Matters Arising 14.03.11) Noted. 
       Agreed that a co-ordinated approach to the Devon CC/SHDC cutting schedule was required for 
       next season. Messrs Cole, Lawrence & Watts would progress. The bank and pathway in 
       Barracks Road by Champernowne required cutting. Clerk to ascertain responsibility.  

c) Chairman-Contractor grass cutting-update (Matters Arising 13.06.11) He and the Clerk had met the contractor and walked all sites. Cutting had now improved and the withheld cheque paid. The contractor’s performance would be monitored. 

d) SHDC-Memorial Hall play area-Report of equipment inspection (Matters Arising 14.02.11) Noted. Some minor issues required attention. Clerk to arrange a quote from SHDC.

e)   Devon CC-Double yellow lines, New Road + parking issues (Matters Arising 13.06.11) The 

      Chairman & Clerk had walked the Parish with Nick Colton from Highways looking at areas of  

      concern. Mr Colton would support a Traffic Regulation Order and would assist in its preparation. 

      Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously to progress a TRO. 

      Agreed to invite Mr Colton to the next Council Meeting. Clerk to approach the contractors 
      regarding a possible contribution to the TRO.     

f)    Modbury Play Park-Opening Ceremony & request for minor financial support . This would 

      take place on Friday 15th July at 3.45pm. All were welcome. Proposed by Mr West, seconded 
      by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously to pledge £20.00 towards expenses for the event.

g)   Mrs Freeman, Wild Goose Antiques-Flooding in Church Street (Matters Arising 13.06.11) 
      (This item also discussed under ‘County Councillor’s report above). After discussion, agreed to 
      write to the Environment Agency asking for a full survey of the water system in Church Street 
      and the upper town. Agreed also to wait until the remedial work had been completed by the 
      brewery and then re- assess. 
h)   Devon CC –Estate Agents advertising boards Highways had confirmed that this practice 
      was not illegal and came under the heading of Permitted Development. They would only take 
      action if the siting of such boards constituted a danger to motorists.

Correspondence (General list circulated): 

11.67 a)  SHDC-Meadow Bank, Brownston-Breach of planning approval, comments invited.     

                  After discussion, agreed to support, given that there were no highway safety concerns.                    

b) Ivybridge & District Association of Parish Councils-AGM & Ordinary Meeting 21.07.11. Noted, Mr Watts would attend.

c)  Mr Rosevear-Report re. Chamber of Trade meeting 25.06.11. Minutes were 
     circulated pre-meeting. Mr Rosevear also gave a resume of a further meeting attended 
     this evening. The Chamber would now be known as the Modbury & District Business 

     Chamber. The intention was to outreach to other villages and be more proactive. A 

     number of initiatives were outlined including forging closer links with the Parish Council 

     and Plymouth. 
     Mrs Shepley commented that Modbury was badly under presented and as such she 
     would contribute regularly to the ‘Village Voice’ section of the Kingsbridge Gazette. She 

     recognised that Modbury was a town rather than a village but emphasised that some 

     form of wider representation was necessary. She would place an article in the 

     Messenger and would welcome pieces for inclusion in the newspaper.
d)  Modbury Information Centre-concerns re. reduction in Fare Car 7 Service-support 

     requested. The Clerk commented that Devon CC had withdrawn some of its funding 

     due to budgetary constraints. The service was also underused by residents. Clerk to 

     ascertain from Devon CC the degree of use. 

e)  Devon CC-Cllr Mumford’s Locality Budget. Noted, discussed under ‘County   
     Councillor’s Report’ above. Agreed that an article be placed in the Messenger to draw 

     the Parish’s notice to this fund.  Clerk to ensure that the request for the additional grit 
     bin for Brownston Street is added to the Devon CC list. 
 f)  Mr Doddridge-Flooding of garage at Palm Cross Green. The garage had apparently 

     been flooded on a number of occasions recently. After discussion, agreed to monitor in 

     wet weather and take remedial action as necessary.

g)  Devon & Cornwall Police –Local Crimestoppers, request for funding. Agreed to defer 
     to the annual Finance Meeting. 

h)  Rev. Neil Barker-Invitation to the Licensing of Team Vicar & Reader on 04.09.11 at 

     St Georges Church. Mr Rosevear and/or Mr West would attend.

 i)  Cllr Mumford-Devon Snow Warden Scheme 2011. The Clerk outlined the Scheme. 

     Agreed that the initiative had some merit. Mr Cole volunteered to act as a Snow 

     Warden, assisted by Messrs Watts & West.

Accounts: The following accounts were submitted for payment:-

11.68 HMRC £180.70 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £21.71 (Postage); Clerk £19.88 (Additional hours 

worked); Brian Weeks £121.10 (P3/Millennium Meadow expenses); Grounds Maintenance SW £144.60 (Grass cutting); MMCS Pension Fund £438.00 (Rental, Parish Office); Arien Signs £3540.00 (Notice board); Jewson £222.40 (MARS, quarry dust).

Agreed also to purchase new football nets on behalf of MARS 
Proposed by Mr West, seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed unanimously that these accounts be paid.

Parish Plan:

11.69 Mrs Ward updated Members regarding her review. She would produce her results in a table format in time for the September meeting followed by a Messenger article in October’s issue.  

Town Square Group:

11.70   There had been one Parishioner enquiry to view the completed Feasibility Study. It was 

            available in the Parish Office and would shortly be placed on the Parish website. The 

            results of the community consultation would be discussed in full at the August Council 

            meeting.

Planning sub committee-consideration:

11.71   The Chairman raised concerns that planning applications do not always receive the 

            degree of attention they deserved. He suggested that a sub committee be set up to look 

            more closely at applications. Recommendations could be brought to full Council for formal 

            vote, prior to submission to SHDC. After discussion, proposed by Mr Cole, seconded by Mr 

            Pratt and agreed unanimously to set up a sub committee as outlined. Mrs Flood and 

            Messrs Pratt, Rickman, Rosevear & Watts were appointed. Councillors also had the option 

            of making site visits, with case papers always available in the Parish Office. 

Millennium Meadow Maintenance Agreement:

11.72    Mr Lawrence commented on the Public Space Capital Improvement Grant (CSCIG) and 
             the outstanding sums available. Agreed that the cost of chippings for the footpath at the 

             Millennium Meadow (MM) should be taken from this Grant. Clerk to speak to SHDC. 
             The proposed MM Maintenance Agreement had been returned to SHDC with requested 

             amendments. Noted that the open space in Galpin Street by the OAP bungalows should 
             not form part of this Agreement. Agreed that MM be a Standing Item placed on the agenda. 
             Mr West would make an assessment of the condition of the fencing at the Memorial Hall 

             play park. Funding for a replacement fence could be taken from the PSCIG if deemed 

             necessary.  
Planning:

11.73  a) Heatherset, Dark Lane- Householder application for demolition of existing single storey  

                sidegarage, boat store and front porch and the construction of a new two storey side

                extension with a single storey lean-garage, a new front porch and a single storey side 

                extension garden room, remodelling and refurbishment of existing dwelling and 

                alterations to widen existing access drive.

                Standing Orders were waived to allow Mrs Hope to answer Councillor’s questions. The 

                Council then went back into session to consider its response.

                Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously to recommend 

                approval.

           b)  Priory Farm-resubmission of 35/0941/11/F for installation of 125 solar panels on barn 

                roof. Standing Orders were waived to allow Mr & Mrs Barnes to outline their objections 

                and to answer Councillor’s questions. The Council then went back into session to 

                consider its response. After a protracted discussion, proposed by Mr Rosevear, 

                seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed to object to this proposal on the grounds that flare or 

                glare from this number of solar panels has not been properly investigated. Recommend 

                that SHDC take independent advice on this element. Consideration should also be given 

                to the impact of flare/glare on neighbouring properties and the wider area given that the 

                barn can be seen from the A379 at Harraton Cross and could constitute a safety issue. 

                Mrs Ward abstained from the vote.

                (Both these applications were considered after ‘Police Report’ to avoid undue delay to the 

                public). 

Any Other Business:

11.74   Mrs Freeman commented on the withdrawal of the 93 bus service on Sundays from 18th 

September. This was unreasonable and should be extended to at least the end of the October half term. Agreed that the Clerk write to the bus company. 

            Mr Rosevear outlined his enquiries with Customs & Excise following our Audit Report 

            which required the Council to register for VAT for Messenger advertising, as the revenue 

            is apparently above the permitted concessionary limit. Customs & Excise were unable to 

            give a definitive decision; they would give a written opinion. Mr Rosevear would also write 

            setting out this Council’s position. The Newsletter Committee could discuss this issue when 
            the opinion was available. 

            Mrs Flood stated that work on the school rebuilding would commence during the summer 

            term with the demolition of the Horsa huts. The development should be complete by half 

            term with some restrictions while the ground works are progressed. 

            Mr Watts gave an update report on the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge. Councillors 

            reiterated their confidence in Mr Sims to progress this matter on their behalf. 

            The Clerk reported the problems regarding the slippage to the retaining wall by the War 

            Memorial and the difficulties of establishing ownership. Following negative responses from 

            Highways and SHDC, he would now take up the issue with adjacent landowners.  

            The Tennis Club had reported damage to the balustrades on the pavilion. Advised to report 

             to Police and obtain a Log Number.  

The Meeting closed at 10.18pm.
