Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 13th June 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.
Present: Mr Watts (Chairman). Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley & Ward. Messrs Cole, Lawrence, Preston, Rickman, Rosevear & West. 
Apologies: None.
Also Present: Cllr Mumford, District Councillor Holway,  
Parish Council-Election for casual vacancy:
11.56   There were two candidates for this vacancy. Current Councillors voted by secret ballot. The 

            successful candidate was Stanley Pratt. He will take his seat at July’s Meeting.
County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford reported that the County Council were making good progress with reorganisation and the implementation of budget cuts. New senior post holders had been selected and middle management were in the process of selection. 
Devon CC had won their bid for rural Broadband which would deliver coverage to 85% of homes and businesses by 2015.

Illegal encampment at Leigh Cross: Cllr Mumford would discuss with the appropriate officers at SHDC. He reiterated the necessity of providing an alternative site for the ‘traveller’ before any court proceedings could be implemented.  

Double yellow lines, New Road: Cllr Mumford commented on Mr Halliday’s response. Funding may be available for a Traffic Regulation Order from his Locality Budget. A further tranche of funding from the sale of Exeter Airport  was also due. It may also be worth asking for a contribution from the contractors. 
(See also Matters Arising, item 4).  

District Councillors’ Reports:

Cllr Holway briefly outlined the DEFRA consultation on water bills and the Super Cluster meeting arranged for 13th July.

Mrs Ward reported on a meeting with SHDC staff and traders in the town regarding parking issues. The consensus was that better signage to the car parks in Poundwell would be advantageous. She would flag up at a meeting with Highways this week. Agreed that the Clerk also write supporting this initiative. 
Illegal encampment, Leigh Cross- she had acquired the back correspondence to this issue and would be talking to senior management at SHDC re. the child protection aspect. 
Mrs Ward commented on the lack of facilities in the town for young people and the requirement for improved access to leisure activities in the South Hams. This had been flagged up to SHDC.

Monthly Forum:

Mr Luxmoore, applicant in the planning application for Franklyns, Galpin Street (Min 11.65(d)) addressed the Council. He explained the changes from the previously withdrawn application and answered Councillors’ questions. He then withdrew pending detailed discussions later in the agenda.     

Mrs Flood declared an interest in this item.

Minutes of the Meeting of 16th May were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously that these were a true record. They were then signed by the Chairman.
Declarations of Interest:

11.57   Mrs Flood Min 11.63.

            Messrs Watts & Preston Min 11.59 (c) 
            Mr Lawrence Min 11.63.

            Mr Rosevear Min 11.59 (a).
            Mr Rickman 11.59 (c), Matters Arising (4) & Min 11.64 (b).  

Parish Seats allocation:
11.58    Parish seats were allocated to Councillors on a voluntary basis. An updated list will be
             circulated post Meeting.

Matters Arising:

            1)  Devon CC-part time night lighting (Min 10.62) This would be phased in during this month.
            2)  MARS-Report re. Music Festival 29.05.11 (Min 11.21) Mr Watts reported that the event 
                 had been very successful, notwithstanding the inclement weather. Everyone had been 
                 orderly and well behaved. There was one letter of complaint from a local resident regarding 
                 noise issues. £2500.00 had been raised and he thanked all concerned for their hard work.
            3)  Mrs F Doddridge- Tenancy agreement for garage at Palm Cross Green (Min 11.55) This 
                 had now been signed and returned. The rent was now being paid at the increased level. 

                 Thanks were due to Messrs Cole and Watts who had cleaned the soakaway outside the 

                 garage.
            4)  Devon CC-Response re. double yellow lines in New Road etc (Matters Arising 11.04.11) 
                 Noted. A protracted discussion ensued regarding the costings of a Traffic Regulation Order 
                 given that this was unbudgeted. The advisability of pursuing this course of action was also 
                 discussed. Councillor Mumford had intimated that a bid to his Locality Budget would be 
                 sympathetically received. Agreed that some of the Parish’s reserves could be utilised if 
                 necessary. Also agreed that the Clerk approach the original contractors to see if they were
                 prepared to make a financial concession given that the double yellow lines had been initially 
                 placed incorrectly by their company.   

            5)  Chairman-Parish Grass cutting (Matters Arising 16.05.11) Mr Watts outlined the failures 
                 and shortcomings of our current contractor. Proposed by Mr Lawrence, seconded by Mr 
                 Rickman and agreed unanimously to withhold the contractor’s cheque whilst giving him the 
                 opportunity to remedy the work.  
            6)  Environment Agency-Flooding in Church Street  Response and observations by 
                 the Agency were noted. 
            7)  Came & Company-Millennium Meadow insurance (Min 11.46) The Clerk outlined his 
                 discussions with our insurers. Volunteers would be covered under the terms of the Parish’s 
                 public liability insurance subject to some Health & Safety requirements.  
            8)  SHDC-Heads of Agreement re. play areas (Matters Arising 16.05.11) Noted. Agreed to ask 
                 SHDC for a detailed specification for their fencing quote and also seek another quote.
Correspondence:

11.59    a)  Alex Hammerstein-Parish Office, Annual Service Account. After discussion, agreed to 
                  accept the landlord’s proposals and to ask for quarterly accounts. Mr Rosevear would speak 
                  to Mr Hammerstein regarding concerns over the increase in building insurance.
             b)  Devon CC-Traffic diversions re. Christmas Lights 02.12.11. To be placed on the notice 
                  board closer to the event.

             c)  MARS-Cricket cage, Recreation Ground. Formal approval given pre- meeting after
                  discussions with Councillors. The Clerk had written a letter of support to Sport England.
             d)  SHDC-Super Cluster Meeting 13.07.11. 7pm at The Watermark. Messrs Lawrence & 
                  Watts would attend. Mrs Ward would also attend in her capacity as District Councillor.

             e)  Mr Weeks-Allotment Association/Millennium Meadow update: 
                  Standing Orders were waived to allow Mr Weeks to address the Council. He had prepared 
                  an article at short notice for ‘Grow Your Own’, a monthly gardening magazine. This would 
                  be published in their August edition. 
                  Dr Oakins and he were tackling the steps at the top of Galpin Street following equipment 

                  servicing.  The walling had been completed by the contractor in the Millennium Meadow to a 

                  very satisfactory standard.
             f)  MARS-Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge. This initiative was outlined. Proposed by Mr 

                 West, seconded by Mr Lawrence and agreed unanimously to take up Mr Sims’s offer to 
                 progress this matter. There was no objection in principle to changing the name of the 
                  Recreation Ground if this resulted in additional funding.

            g)  Cllr Mumford/Cllr Ward-Parking issues. Dealt with under County Councillor’s Report 
                 above.
            h)  South West Water-DEFRA consultation on water bills. Clerk to respond on behalf of 

                 Councillors outlining current concerns.

             i)  SHDC-Olympic Games 2012 Torchbearers. To be passed to interested youth groups in 
                 the Parish.
Accounts: The following accounts were submitted for payment:-

11.60    HMRC £180.70 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £17.07 (Postage); Clerk £8.80 (Expenses); EDF Energy
             £44.95 (Electricity, Parish Office); SHDC £261.57 (Printing, May Messenger); SHDC £295.71 
             (Printing, June Messenger); MMCS Pension Fund £19.39 (Common Services); Ken Abraham 
             £170.00 (Audit Fees); Modbury Information Centre £2000.00 (Agreed Sec. 137 donation); 
             South West Water £35.88 (Water, allotments); Colin Low £382.80 (Grass seed, Recreation 
             Ground); Viking Direct £114.55 (Printer cartridges); Grounds Maintenance South West £218.02 
             (Grass cutting).
             Proposed by Mr Rosevear, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously that these 

             accounts be paid.

Completion of 2010/2011 Accounts by external auditor:
11.61    The Audit had been completed and the Council’s Risk Assessment is shown as ‘low’. The 

             papers will now be prepared for submission to the Audit Commission.
Parish Plan: Re-allocation of responsibilities:-
11.62    Responsibilities for each section of the Plan were allocated to Councillors on a voluntary basis. 
             There was an obligation to inform Parishioners of the current position regarding each item. 

             Agreed that a review should take place headed up by Mesdames Flood & Ward and Mr 

             Lawrence, assisted by the Clerk. This would be published in the Messenger in due course.
Town Square Group:

11.63    Mr Lawrence stated that the final report by Halcrow had been prepared to a brief by the Parish 

             Council to establish feasibility for the project. Each Councillor had received a personal copy. A 
             protracted discussion took place as to the best way forward. It was imperative that the 
             community/traders had sight of the Report in order to make informed decisions. Agreed to allow 
             the public to access the Report via the Parish Office. It could then be adopted in Council after 
             public review. To be placed on the August Agenda.
Planning:
11.64   a) 8 Stones Close-Householder application for loft conversion, new first floor balcony at rear, 

                single storey ground floor extension at rear and associated works.
                Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed unanimously to recommend 

                approval.
            b) 6 Brownston Street-Resubmission with amendments of Listed Building Consent 

                35/1739/11/FG for conversion of loft, re-cladding of existing roofs to rear of property, re-

                roofing and conversion of washroom store to study, bedroom, washroom and bathroom, 

                relocation of staircase together with minor internal works. 

                Proposed by Mrs Shepley, seconded by Mr Preston and agreed unanimously to recommend 

                approval. 
            c) Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service, Oakwood Drive- Proposed single storey 

                extension and internal alterations.
                Proposed by Mr Lawrence, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously to recommend 

                refusal due to the changing roof line and extended boundary line to the front on a sensitive 
                corner. Mr Watts declared an interest and took no part in the voting.  

            d) Franklyns, Galpin Street-Resubmission of planning reference 35/0521/11/F for two storey

                dwelling to replace existing bungalow.
                Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Rosevear and agreed to recommend refusal on 

                the following grounds:- i) Overdevelopment of the site & enlarged footprint ii) Disparity of roof 

                line with adjacent properties iii) Not in character with adjacent properties iv) Not in keeping 

                with Modbury’s Village Design Statement v) Concern re. vehicular access onto Galpin Street 

                which has a restricted width vi) If this application is approved, recommend that a structural 

                engineer inspect the boundary wall at the lower part of the development. 
                Mrs Shepley and Mr Preston voted against the proposal. 

Any Other Business:

11.65       Mrs Flood reported a pothole on the ridge road at Sheepham. Clerk to deal. She also felt 
                that weekly refuse collections should take place.
                Mrs Shepley reiterated the need to inform the Modbury Society of problem areas that 

                required attention prior to judging of the Best Kept Village Competition. 

                Mrs Freeman reported a serious fall by an elderly resident in Dark Lane requiring hospital 
                Treatment. This had been caused by a pothole in the road. The Clerk had spoken to the 
                resident and given advice on pursuing this matter with the Highway Authority. He had also 
                reported the defective road surface.

                Mr Lawrence commented on the lack of a police presence at Council meetings and/or a 

                monthly Report. Clerk to speak to the Police. Agreed that ‘Police Report’ would become a 

                standing item on the agenda. 
Meeting closed at 10.03pm.
