Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held in Monday 16th May 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mesdames Flood, Freeman, Shepley & Ward. Messrs Cole, Lawrence, Rickman, Rosevear, Preston, Watts & West. 

Also Present: Mr Holway, Mr Weeks.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office etc:

11.42 All Councillors signed and submitted their Declarations of Acceptance of Office. Other 

required documentation would be submitted individually to the Clerk. 

Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman:

11.43 Chairman-Mr Watts-Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by  Mr Preston and agreed 

unanimously.        

Vice Chairman-Mr West – Proposed by Mr Cole, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously. 

            Mr Watts then took the Chair.

Monthly Forum:

Mr Weeks raised the issue of the placement of estate agents’ boards on the side of the road rather on the premises they refer to, ie Benedict Way, Long Park etc and asked for the Council’s view. He had spoken to SHDC/Devon CC who state the boards can only be removed if a hazard to traffic.  Members shared Mr Weeks’ concerns; the boards were not only unsightly but created an unwelcome precedence. It was an example of private enterprise on public land. Clerk to confirm the legal position with SHDC/Devon CC and report.

County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford not present.

District Councillor’s Report: 

Mrs Ward and Mr Holway gave a brief resume of current issues since their recent appointment. The restriction of Committees at SHDC could begin to impact on Parishes. The new Localism Bill would require Parish Council training and would have a significant impact on a number of issues. New Scrutiny Panels should improve communication between District and Parish.  
They reminded Councillors of their Locality Budgets which were small grants available to kick start community projects.
Minutes of Meeting 11th April were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr West and agreed that this was a true record.

Minutes of the Planning Meeting of 18th April were also circulated. Proposed by Mr West, seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed that this was also a true record. Both sets of Minutes were then signed by the Chairman. 

Declarations of Interest:

11.44   Mr Rickman (Matters Arising, item 1); Mr Lawrence (Matters Arising item 7). 

Appointment of Representatives on Other Bodies/Committees:

11.45   Finance Committee: Mrs Shepley, Messrs Lawrence, Preston, Rickman, Watts & West.

Ivybridge & District Association of Parish Councils: Messrs Watts & West.

Memorial Hall:                                                           Mrs Ward, Messrs Cole & Rickman.
MARS:                                                                        Messrs Preston, Rickman & Watts.
Parish Paths:                                                             Mr Weeks.
Millennium Meadow:                                                 Mrs Flood & Mr Lawrence.
Modbury Information Centre:                                   Mr Preston.

Newsletter Committee:          Mesdames Flood & Shepley. Messrs Lawrence & Preston.
Modbury Sick Poor Charities:                                  Mrs Flood (December 2013), 

                                                                                    Mrs Ward (May 2013).                                                                                     
                                                                                    Mr Fielden (May 2013).

Town Improvement Charity:                         Mrs Shepley (Aug 2013); Mr Cole (May 2013).

Modbury Education Foundation:                 Mrs Shepley.

Town Square Group:                                     Mrs Flood. Messrs Lawrence & West.

Matters Arising:

            1) Devon CC-Response from Highways re. double yellow lines etc (Matters Arising 

                11.04.11) Pre meeting comments from Councillors were indecisive. The consensus was 
                that a Traffic Regulation Order would be of benefit to the town as other areas of concern 
                could be factored in under the same Order and be more cost effective. The cost, however, 
                was unbudgeted and was a significant sum. Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Cole 
                and agreed unanimously to ask Highways for a detailed breakdown of the proposed 
                costings and bring back to this Meeting.
           2) Came & Company-Music Festival Insurance (Min 11.21) Discussions with MARS and our 

               insurers have resulted in additional public liability insurance for the Festival on the Council’s 

               policy without increase of premium. 

           3) SHDC-Rate relief, Palm Cross Green (Min 11.30) There was a possibility that the Green 

               could be recognised as a ‘Charity or Organisation Claiming Rate Relief’. The appropriate 
               application form would be forwarded to SHDC for consideration.

           4) Roy Sims-Field owners’ database proposals (Min 11.30) After due consideration, it was 
               felt that current arrangements were adequate, given that emergency services had a right of 

               access to fields when required. Any database would also be difficult to implement. Issues 

               regarding access should be directed to the Clerk.
           5) Clerk-Supplies of recycling sacks (Min 11.40) A limited number of sacks were now 
               available in the Parish Office but would not be replenished as adequate arrangements were 
               already in hand by SHDC for new supplies for residents.    

           6) Streetmaster Ltd-Quote for replacement Parish seats/quote for replacement fencing, 
               play area (Matters Arising 11.04.11) Noted. Councillors were still of the opinion that 
               replacement fencing was the responsibility of SHDC. Clerk to ask for a copy of the Heads of 
               Agreement etc. 
          7) Cllr Rosevear-Revised briefing notes re. Housing Surgery 06.04.11 (Min 11.36)

              Circulated and noted. Members recorded their thanks to Mr Rosevear for his very
              comprehensive report.  

          8) SHDC/Mr Preston-Illegal encampment at Leigh Cross (Matters Arising11.04.11) Current 
              correspondence noted. Agreed the importance of maintaining a high profile on this issue. 
              Clerk to write again to interested parties. There may be a child protection issue concerning 
              the ‘traveller’ at the site. Mrs Ward would make appropriate enquiries. 

          9) Chairman-Deficiencies in Parish grass cutting (Min 11.13) Grass cutting by the new 
              contractor was haphazard and inefficient. Clerk to speak. A discussion was held regarding 
              the reduction of cuts by Devon CC with particular emphasis on the Church Lane side 
              opposite New Mills Industrial Estate. Proposed by Mr Lawrence, seconded by Mr Cole and 
              agreed unanimously to give the Clerk delegated authority to arrange quotes and additional 
              cuts as required by SHDC.    

       10) South Hams Tarmac-remedial work to the MUGA (Matters Arising 10.11.10) The 
             contractors had indicated that the work could begin in June. This was acceptable to MARS. 
             Clerk to arrange.

Correspondence: (General List circulated)

11.46 a) SHDC-Franklyns, Galpin St-Replacement of existing bungalow with two storey 
    dwelling- withdrawn. The application had been resubmitted and the applicant would 
    address this Council when a formal recommendation was requested by SHDC.  

b) PC Rachel Ward, Devon & Cornwall Police- A pedal cycle was available for patrol   

    duties and permission given for a bike rack in Modbury Court. She asked if the Council  

    would make a donation towards the cost of servicing the bike etc. After discussion, 
    proposed by Mr Cole, seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed to donate £25.00. Mr Preston 
    abstained from the vote.   
c) Mr Weeks, Millennium Meadow Committee-Maintenance roster. Standing Orders were     
    waived to allow Mr Weeks to outline the current position. Clerk to check the implications of 

    our public liability insurance cover. The Master list would be available in the Parish Office.

d) Cllr Mumford-Suggested purchase of heavy duty grit spreader. After discussion, 
    agreed that existing arrangements for salt and grit spreading were adequate.

e) MARS-Copy of Health & Safety Policy. Noted. Clerk to consider adapting this policy for 

    Parish Council use. 

f) SHDC-Notification of closure of Poundwell car parks 25th May. Clerk to speak to 
    SHDC to confirm access to the Health Centre during the works. Also speak to Rev. Barker 
    to ask if the church car park could be made available during the material time.    

Accounts: The following accounts were presented:- 

11.47 HMRC £180.70 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £28.64 (Postage/expenses); Clerk £44.73 (Additional

Hours worked); Martin Stallard £900.00 (Cricket pitch, Recreation Ground); SHDC £342.19

(Rates, Palm Cross); SHDC £54.17 (Rates, Parish Office); Memorial Hall £100.00 (Room hire); SHDC £120.00 (Annual play area insurance and inspections fee); BT £110.02 (Phone, Office); EDF Energy £40.00 (Electricity, Office): Halcrow £4145.40 (Town Square Feasibility Study-re-issued cheque).

Proposed by Mr West, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously that these accounts be paid.

The first instalment of the Precept (£11,500) had been received from SHDC.

After a brief discussion, agreed that the Clerk be added to the list of authorised cheque signatories.   

Statement of Accounts for Audit 2010/2011:
11.48 Accounts for the year 2010/2011 were presented, along with supporting documentation. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr West and agreed unanimously that these accounts be accepted. The Annual Audit Return was completed by the Chairman in readiness for the external audit.  

Agreed that the Clerk and Mr Rosevear discuss more detailed management information outside of this meeting. 

Parish Council vacancy:

11.49 The Clerk outlined the co-option procedure after consultation with the Election Office at 

SHDC. The vacancy would be advertised in the Messenger and notice board.

Best Kept Village Competition:

11.50 Mrs Shepley outlined the current position. She asked that Councillors inform her of sites 

that required tidying up or refurbishment prior to the judges visits. A number of sites were suggested and would be dealt with by Mrs Shepley and her team. 

Parish Plan:

11.51 Mr Lawrence commented that progress required monitoring. He suggested that a 

re-allocation of responsibilities be made at the next Meeting.

Modbury Information Centre:

11.52  Mr Preston circulated a Business Plan prepared by Mr Corwood listing proposed initiatives 
           etc. This would be a basis to report against in the future. He emphasised the lack of support

           from SHDC and asked the new District Councillors to promote tourism at District level. 
           Mr Rosevear commented that there was no discernable investment by SHDC in tourism due 

           in part to the significant reduction of staffing levels in that area. It would seem that only 
           statutory responsibilities could be supported financially.   
Town Square Group:

11.53 Mr Lawrence reported that copies of Halcrow’s final report would shortly be to hand and circulated to the main stakeholders. This would be discussed at the next Meeting.

Planning: The following applications were considered:-

11.54 a) 13 Brownston St-Listed Building Consent for replacement of garden room, removal of 

                existing boiler flue and repositioning of boiler, removal of existing rear plastic fascia, 

                replacement of existing lead flashings on chimney and associated works.

                Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Lawrence and agreed unanimously to 

                recommend approval. 

           b) 115 Bridge Park, Goutsford-Householder application to replace three Velux windows with

               dormer windows.

               Proposed by Mr West, seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed to recommend approval. Mrs 

               Ward abstained from the vote.

           c) Field at SX6681 5216, near to Mary Cross-Proposed widening of gateway for improved 

               access, reinstatement of access track and provision of agricultural building.

               Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Preston and agreed unanimously to recommend 

               refusal in terms of the widening of the gate given the dangerous location of the existing 

               gateway. Recommend that Highways also be consulted. Provision of agricultural building-

               no comments to make. Members questioned the ‘reinstatement of track’ aspect of this 

               application. From local knowledge, Councillors believe that there has never been a track as 

               outlined.  

          d)  2 Galpin Street-Listed Building Consent to raise door head to accommodate new floor 

               installed as part of previous approval.

               Proposed by Mr Preston, seconded by Mrs Shepley and agreed unanimously to 

               recommend approval. 

Any Other Business:

11.55      Mr Lawrence commented on the importance of training for new and existing Councillors. It 

               was suggested that a training course run by DALC and open to cluster parishes would be a 

               more cost effective method.

               Mrs Flood reported that the street signs at Traine Terrace and Palm Cross remained  

               defective. Clerk to chase up repairs.
               Mr Preston suggested that a letter of thanks be sent to Pauline Ryder and the Fair 
               Committee after another successful event. Agreed, Clerk to deal. 

               The Clerk reported that flooding had occurred in the garage at Palm Cross probably due to 

               a blocked soakaway. Messrs Cole and Watts would investigate.

The Meeting closed at 10.13pm.

