Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 11th April 2011 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr West (Vice Chairman). Mesdames Flood & Pickles. Messrs Cole, Fielden, Jeynes, Lawrence, Preston, Rickman, Rosevear & Weeks.

Apologies: Mr Watts.
Also Present: Cllr Mumford, three members of the public.

Monthly Forum:

Emily from the ‘Lazy Cow’ Coffee Shop attended to answer any questions in relation to Minute 11.30(h). She gave a brief statement of explanation from her perspective.
County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford reported that County were busy implementing the recently agreed budget.

He had pledged £750.00 from his Locality Budget to assist the Information Centre in their move to new premises in Modbury Court. 

Mr Preston outlined recent correspondence concerning the illegal encampment at Leigh Cross. Cllr Mumford reiterated the County Council’s stance but stated that they would pressurise SHDC for enforcement action after the local elections. Mrs Flood asked for clarification of the definitions of gypsy and traveller.

Mr Weeks commented on the new charges at Recycling Centres and asked for the current position if he and others continued to pick up fly tipped litter and bring to the Recycling Centres for disposal. Cllr Mumford stated that the staff had some discretion in these circumstances in terms of charging but he would try and obtain a definitive policy.   

Mr Lawrence commented again on the proposed reduction in grass cutting; Cllr Mumford stated that County had some latitude and cutting may now be increased to four cuts per season.

The Clerk briefly outlined the issue of double yellow lines which would be discussed later under ‘Matters Arising’, item 5, and asked for Cllr Mumford’s support should this Council decide to pursue the matter-this was agreed. 

District Councillors’ Reports:

Mr Fielden outlined current reductions in SHDC senior management which were made to balance shortfalls in central funding.  

Mr Lawrence reported that the new joint Chief Executive of SHDC and West Devon aspired to improve community engagement with outside bodies which would include feedback from meetings. It was the intention that Cluster Meetings would be Parish led in future in an effort to make them more meaningful.  

Minutes of the Meeting of 14th March were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Preston and agreed unanimously that this was a true record. The Minutes were signed by the Vice Chairman.

Declarations of Interest:

11.29 Messrs Preston & Rosevear declared an interest in Min 11.34, Mrs Pickles in Min 11.39 & 

Mr Rickman in Matters Arising, item (5). 

Matters Arising:

1)       SHDC-Illegal encampment at Leigh Cross-response from Chief Executive (Matters Arising 

          14.03.11)  - Noted, also discussed under County Councillor’s Report’. 

2)       SHDC-Fence repairs at play area & Public Space Capital Programme (Matters Arising 
          14.03.11) Response noted. Councillors agreed that another quote for fencing should be sought. 
          The purchase of additional Parish seats should also be costed. Clerk to make the arrangements. 

3) MARS-Skateboard insurance and Music Festival (Min 11. 21(j)) The Clerk outlined our 

Insurance Broker’s view that our public liability insurance could not be topped up as the Parish Council was not involved in the organisation of the event. Members were of the opinion that PC 

           involvement in this event satisfied the criteria. Clerk to discuss again with our brokers.

4)        SHDC-Quote to undertake Devon CC grass cutting (Min 11.13) Noted. Mr Lawrence 
           commented that Devon CC had mishandled this issue and although there was a possibility that 
           cuts would be increased to four per season, this was still considered inadequate. The option of 
           bringing cutting under local, ie Parish control, was also discussed. Clerk to confirm with SHDC 

           when grass cutting will begin.  
5)        Devon CC-New Road, double yellow lines (Matters Arising 14.03.11) The Clerk updated the 
           Meeting on the current position which Highways were anxious to regularise. Noted that a Traffic 
           Regulation Order (TRO) would be required. Clerk to discuss with Highways including other 
           areas in the town that could be included on a TRO. 
Correspondence: (General List Circulated)

11.30 a)  SHDC, Rate Demands for Parish Office and Palm Cross Green-noted. Clerk to clarify 

                   the status of Palm Cross.

             b)  Devon CC-Galpin St to junction Traine Terrace-Road works 02.05.11 to 03.06.11 for 

                  utility works. Noted, Clerk to place on the notice board.

             c)  Devon & Cornwall Police-March Newsletter including revised policing arrangements 

                  (Circulated)-noted.  

             d)  SHDC-Declarations of Interest: Gifts & Hospitality (Circulated)-noted.

e) Devon Tithe Map-request for transcription by volunteers-Pass to Mr Sims/History Society.

              f)  Dept of Communities & Local Government – Code of Recommended Practice on Local 

                   Authority Publicity (Circulated)-Noted. 

             g)  South Hams CVS-Request for Councillor to act as dedicated point of contact. After 

                   discussion, Mr Rosevear agreed to undertake this role. 

             h )  Poundwell Car Park-removal of section of retaining wall between car park and café.  
                   Mr Fielden stated that he had been approached by the landowner. He had discussed with
                   the Conservation and Planning Officers at SHDC who had no objections to the work taking 

                  place. Mr Preston expressed concern that the Listing process appeared to have been 

                  diluted and this could set an unwelcome precedent. 
              i)  Devon CC-Superfast Broadband connecting Devon & Somerset-Details to be placed in 

                  the Messenger.   

 j)  Roy Sims –Suggested database of field owners/pedestrian crossing, Church Street. 

Mr Weeks stated that P3 had previously tried to identify owners of site adjoining public 

                   footpaths but this had proved very difficult. The suggestion was broadly supported by this 

                   Council but no Councillor was willing to assume responsibility at this time. Mr Cole would 

                   speak to the landowner concerned in the initial incident. Clerk to speak to Mr Sims.
Accounts: The following accounts were presented:-

11.31 Memorial Hall £500.00; South Hams CAB £150.00; Modbury Caring £200.00 (All agreed 

Sec.137 donations); Lesley Preston £500.00 (Agreed Honorarium); SHDC £295.71 (Printing, March Messenger); SHDC £295.71 (Printing, April Messenger); Devon Playinf Fields Association £35.00 (Subscription); DALC £329.70 (Membership 2011/12); HMRC £180.70 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £11.94 (Postage, light bulb); Clerk £27.99 (Printer cartridge); Graham Ryder £16.45 (Play area gate repairs); Robin Chambers £14.47 (Millennium Meadow expenses); Brian Weeks £5.99 (Millennium Meadow expenses); Brian Weeks £7.54 (P3 expenses); MMCS Pension Fund £14.20 (Common electricity); Eden Tree & Hedge Care £165.00 (Tree work, Palm Cross Green). 

Proposed by Mrs Flood, seconded by Mr Jeynes and agreed unanimously that these accounts be paid.

Review of Clerk’s Salary 2011/12:

11.32 Proposed by Mr Cole, seconded by Mr Preston and agreed unanimously that the Clerk’s 

salary be incrementally increased in accordance with NALC rates from 1st April. 

Millennium Meadow Maintenance Agreement:

11.33   This draft agreement from SHDC had been previously circulated. Councillors expressed 

            dismay at its content and responsibilities which were not in accord with verbal discussions held 
            in Modbury in August 2010. There were significant issues which made the signing of this
            Agreement unacceptable in its current form. Proposed by Mr Jeynes, seconded by Mr 

            Rickman and agreed unanimously to return to SHDC for revisions.
Modbury Information Centre-Forward Planning:

11.34    Mr Rosevear outlined the IC’s accounts to 31st December 2010. The IC met the criteria on a 

             ‘going concern basis’ albeit with depleted reserves and was solvent although the move to the 
             new office had secured its immediate short term future. Cllr Mumford’s Locality Budget grant 
             had covered the cost of the move.

             Mr Preston commented that currently the IC is managing on a ‘crisis to crisis’ basis which was 

             unsatisfactory. It could not continue beyond 2012 unless revenue streams were increased and 

             this would be the key function of management this year. Mr Rosevear concurred with this 
             assessment.
             Mr Rosevear left the Meeting at this point.

             Further discussion ensued with Members decrying the lack of SHDC support for this essential 

             service in the town. A Business Plan/Initiatives needed to be implemented to secure the IC’s 
             long term future. Mr Preston asked that the existing Parish Council grant be raised to 

             £2000.00. Proposed by Mr Weeks, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously. Agenda 
             item for May Meeting.    
SHDC-‘Testing the Template’ Workshop 23.03.11 at Follaton House-Report:-

11.35 Mr Lawrence briefly reported on the above Workshop which was primarily an exercise to test 

out the process. The new Council would need to engage with all interested parties including developers/architects/community with regard to site RA1 and its development.

SHDC-Housing Surgery 06.04.11 at Follaton House-Report:-

11.36   Mr Rosevear circulated a very comprehensive report of this meeting with SHDC Officers. He 
            outlined the three areas of discussion viz:- Site RA1 west of Palm Cross Green, Community 
            Land Trusts & Private Sector Housing Stock and commented on each. He emphasised the 

            need for greater community collaboration, particularly involving site RA1.  
            The Chairman thanked Mr Rosevear for attending this meeting on behalf of the Council and for    

            his very helpful report.   

            (This item was discussed after Minute 11.33 to enable Mr Rosevear to retire from the Meeting).

Parish Plan:

11.37 Nothing to report. Mr Lawrence commented that monitoring of the existing Plan was required. He suggested that the new Parish Council revisit this subject after May when this would be an agenda item. 

Town Square Group:

11.38 Mr Lawrence reported that the Group were waiting for Halcrow to come back with revisions 

to their final report. The Clerk had made an interim claim to CLAAG for reimbursement of monies spent so far. 

Planning: The following application was considered:-

11.39 Barn at rear of 3 Broad Street-Retrospective Listed Building Consent for conversion of listed 

barn to dwelling with amendments, additions and extensions, previously planning reference 35/1502/09/LB.

Members were reluctant to make a judgement given they were not in possession of the original planning application and the contentious nature of the application. Agreed that a site visit be made by a delegation of Councillors on Monday 18th April. Clerk to make the arrangements. A letter of representation by an objector was circulated pre meeting.

Any Other Business:-

11.40   Mrs Flood commented on the recent exhibition in the White Hart organised by the Modbury 

            Society. It was well attended and an excellent community event. The paella lunch for the 

            opening of the new TIC office was also a great success. 

            Mrs Flood also mentioned the CCTV camera in Champernowne. Although now removed, she

            asked for the guidelines which govern installation of such cameras. Clerk to make enquiries. 
            Mr Jeynes mentioned a dangerous pothole in Sheepham Lane. Clerk to deal.

            Mr Fielden commented on the lack of replacement blue and white recycling bags in the Parish 

            and the distance involved in obtaining replacements. Clerk to make arrangements for limited 

            stocks to be kept in the Parish Office. 

            Mr Fielden thanked the Parish Council for their support over the past 12 years.
            The Vice Chairman formally recorded his thanks to all Councillors for their support and         
            co-operation over the past 4 years. 

The Meeting closed at 9.45pm.

