Minutes of a Meeting of Modbury Parish Council held on Monday 12th July 2010 in the annexe of the Memorial Hall.

Present: Mr Watts (Chairman). Mrs Flood, Messrs Fielden, Lawrence, Rickman & Weeks.

Apologies: Mrs Pickles. Messrs Jeynes, Preston & West.

Also Present: Cllr Mumford, four parishioners.

Monthly Forum:

Mr Lee commented on grass cutting in the Parish, in particular the area around Dark Lane & Cromwell Park which was neglected. Mr Lawrence was in discussions with SHDC to define the areas of responsibility of both Devon CC and SHDC.    

Mr Thomas outlined a scheme whereby the freehold of the Baptist Chapel in Church Street could be purchased by a number of investors and run as a co-operative similar to Feoffees in Kingsbridge. There could be a myriad of uses for the premises including a market hall, exhibitions, fairs etc. A protracted discussion ensued with Councillors agreeing with the idea in principle but expressing reservations on a number of issues. It was not incumbent on the Council to make suggestions regarding potential investors. Mr Thomas agreed to make further enquiries along the lines suggested. 
County Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Mumford outlined the budgetary implications resulting from the projected 20-25% reduction in central government grants and stated that fundamental changes would have to be made at County level. ‘Localism’ was also an issue, in particular with GP’s Fundholding and the impact this would have on the broader community. 
District Councillors’ Reports:

Mr Lawrence outlined proposed changes in housing policy including the allocation of new build properties. A  50% retention for local needs was suggested. A policy of greater flexibility by central government was welcomed. 
Mr Cole joined the Meeting at this point. 
Kingston’s Local lettings Plan, whereby all existing stock went to satisfy local needs, could be extended to other villages and towns. He had asked for existing stock to be allocated on Kingston’s format.  
Mr Fielden outlined current partnership initiatives with West Devon; currently £1.5 million had been saved due to this partnership. SHDC were looking to merge other services in due course. 
Minutes of the Meeting of 14th June were circulated. Proposed by Mr Rickman, seconded by Mr Fielden and agreed unanimously that this was a true record. Minutes were signed by the Chairman.

Declarations of Interest: 

10.61 None declared.

Matters Arising:

a) Devon CC-Back Street resurfacing (Min 10.44 ) Highways commented that the existing 
    potholes do not constitute a Cat.1 hazard but would continue to monitor.  
b) SHDC-Public Space Improvement Grant (Min 09.108) Response from SHDC noted. Agreed 
    to ask SHDC for the portion of the Grant in respect of the MUGA to be drawn down. Noted that 

    £11500 from Devon CC’s Youth Grant had been paid to this Council as their portion of the 

    project.
c) SHDC-Land at Ayleston Park/Tuckers Brook Proposed meeting with SHDC welcomed. Clerk 
    to expedite and ask SHDC to discuss the long outstanding Management Plan for the Millennium 
    Meadow.
d) SHDC-Capital Improvement Programme Costings (Matters Arising 14.0.610)-Noted. Also 
    noted that the path specification in the Millennium Meadow is under revision.  
e) Northmoor Magazine Printing –printing quote for Messenger (Min 10.55) Dealt with under 

    10.65. 

f)  Mr Cole stated that the grass was routinely cut on the industrial estate side of the A379 whilst 
     the opposite side was ignored. Mr Lawrence would make enquiries with SHDC.

Correspondence:

10.62     1) Hilary Garry, Brick House, Brownston St. Letter re. play park development. Clerk to 
                  write to the Memorial Hall Trustees formally asking permission for the play equipment

                  to be modernised/replaced subject to being transferable to a new site when available. 

                  Also to ask Mrs Garry if she would be prepared to move the project forward, pending a  

                  favourable reply from the Memorial Hall.   
                  Mr Cole declared an interest in this item.

              2) Devon CC- Street Lighting-Part time lighting policy. Noted Devon CC’s 

                  recommendation that street lighting in Modbury apart from the A379 be turned off 

                  between the hours of 12.30am and 5.30am. Agreed to place an article in the 

                  September Messenger for Parishioner information. 
              3) Andrew Thomas-Use of redundant Baptist Chapel as a Community Hall (Dealt with 

                  under ‘Monthly Forum’) . 

              4) Mrs Hockedy, 82 Champernowne-issues in Barracks Road. Noted that grass cutting 

                  had now taken place. Clerk to arrange for a replacement road sign as requested.
              5) MARS insurance- Recreation Field. After discussion, agreed that the Clerk talk to our 

                   Insurance brokers regarding the public liability aspect and report back to MARS. 

              6) MARS use of Recreation Field for Fund Day/Music Festival. Proposed by Mr Weeks, 

                   seconded by Mr Rickman and agreed unanimously that the field be used for these 

                   functions.   

              7)  Wembury Parish Council-invitation to presentation by SHDC’s Monitoring Officer on 

                   26.07.10.-noted, interested parties to contact the Clerk. 

Accounts: The following accounts were presented:-

10.63     SHDC £279.00 (Printing, June Messenger); HMRC £170.47 (PAYE/NIC); Clerk £8.09 

(Postage); Safe & Sound Playground Equipment Ltd £5875.00 (Deposit, MUGA); YGS Landscapes £193.58 (Grass cutting); Robin Chambers £22.19 (MMM expenses); Memorial Hall £60.00 (Room hire).  

Proposed by Mr Fielden, seconded by Mrs Flood and agreed unanimously that these accounts be paid.

Parish Plan:

10.64     Town Square development: Mr West had intimated that he would no longer be able to 

              remain as the link between the Group and the Parish Council due to a conflict of interests.

              Mrs Flood agreed to replace him. She would also represent the Council on the 

              Assessment Panel at Follaton House next week. 
Modbury Messenger-Advertising Rate Review:

10.65      Proposed by Mr Cole, seconded by Mr Fielden and agreed unanimously to raise the

 advertising rate by 10% from September 2010.

 Printing quote from Northmoor Magazine Printing was discussed. Agreed that the  disparity between their quote and the existing rate from SHDC was too small to justify a    change of printers at this stage. Clerk to speak to SHDC when their increased rates were     available. 

Proposed withdrawal of August PC Meeting:

10.66     Agreed that this proposal was too close to the suggested date. Proposed by Mrs Flood,

seconded by Mr Rickman agreed unanimously to defer a decision until the next Annual 

Parish Meeting.

Planning: The following application was considered:-

10.67     Churchlands Farm-Householder application for erection of conservatory and conversion 

of single storey, adjoining barn to ancillary accommodation (Buffer zone with Aveton Gifford Parish). After discussion, Councillors had no objections.

Mr Fielden declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or decision making.  

Any Other Business:

10.68      Mrs Flood reported on a meeting of the School Buildings Committee and circulated a 
               plan of works currently proposed. Devon CC had confirmed that the funding was secure 
               and hopefully work could begin in October/November.

               Mr Cole reported issues with the hedge at Coppers Corner and a fence that had 

               collapsed. The street light was also obscured by foliage. Clerk to deal.   
               Mr Watts stated that the printer in the office required replacement. Agreed for the 

               necessity to replace; Mr Weeks would try to source an appropriate machine.
               Mr Watts also commented that the flashing wig wag lights at Palm Cross Green were 

               inoperative. This had been reported to the school. 

PART 2

10.69      There were several items of a confidential nature.      

The Meeting closed at 9.51pm.

