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� 1 Shop Locally – Support Your Modbury Shops and  help look after your environment 
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The middle of February sees three 
important events within a few days.  First 
off is Valentine’s Day with its gifts and 
other expressions of love.  Nothing 
certain is known about St Valentine 
himself, except that he was buried just 
north of Rome on (probably) 14th 
February.  Tradition has it that he was a 
priest who was imprisoned for his faith 
around 270 AD.  The Roman Emperor 
Claudius II offered him freedom if he 
would renounce his faith; Valentine 
responded by seeking to convert Claudius, 
and was clubbed, stoned and finally 
beheaded as a result.   
 
Valentine believed – as every Christian 
should – that faith in Jesus was worth 
dying for.  According to legend, Valentine 
miraculously healed the daughter of his 
jailor and wrote to her the night before he 
died “from your Valentine”.   Other 
traditions suggest that the mid-February 
pagan fertility festival of Lupercalia was 
Christianised by the Church.  Either way, 
it’s a great time to show our love for those 
dearest to us. 
�
Shrove Tuesday, this year on 16th 
February, was originally the time to seek 
absolution from one’s sins by confession 
and penance before the start of Lent.  It 
turned into a carnival as the ingredients 
restricted during the coming Lenten fast 
were used up to make pancakes.  Perhaps 
the two go together; God promises to 
forgive us completely when we confess 
our sins, and that should result in great 
rejoicing.  So have fun on Pancake Day, 
but don’t forget to get right with God 
first! 
�
The following day is Ash Wednesday, 
when traditionally the previous year’s 
palm crosses were burnt, and the sign of 
the cross made with the ashes on the 
foreheads of the faithful, as a sign of their 
repentance.  Ash Wednesday is the first 
day of Lent, a period of 40 days 
(excluding Sundays) leading up to Easter.  
The word “Lent” is an old Anglo-Saxon 
word for “Spring”, and the practice of 
fasting may have originated in the relative 
lack of food before the new season’s 
growth.  Its early Christian form was a 
period of fasting for adults being baptised 
the night before Easter Day.  This spread 
later to all believers as an act of solidarity 
and personal spirituality.   
 
Lent was� traditionally a time for prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.  As we look 
forward to Easter, it would be no bad idea 
if we followed tradition, by specifically 
doing something that will bring us closer 
to God (perhaps giving the equivalent 
time or money to those in need). 
�

Valentine’s Day, time to show our love; 
Shrove Tuesday, time to rejoice that our 
sins can be forgiven; Ash Wednesday and 
Lent, time to concentrate more on God, as 
we look forward to Easter and the 
Resurrection.  Or you could say: eat well 
on Valentine’s Day and Shrove Tuesday, 
then diet for the next six weeks!  Either 
way, have a great time! 
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St George’s  

Parish Church, Modbury 
�

Connecting people to God 
�
�

SERVICES AND EVENTS 
FEBRUARY 
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Modbury Parish Council recommended approval and 
SHDC granted approval for: 
 
 

Shearlangstone Farm -  Conversion of two barns, one for 
dwelling and one for holiday unit. 
 
Coombe, Modbury – Agricultural framed buildings. 
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The Modbury Oil Group has now been running for nearly two 
years, courtesy of Watson Fuels. 
 
The bulk buying scheme ensures members are able to obtain 
domestic heating oil at a very competitive price.  If you live in or 
near Modbury and would like to know more about the scheme 
please contact: 
 

Peter Preston 
e-mail: prestons@onetel.com 

Tel: 01548 831324 
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Thursday 11th and Thursday 25th   
 

from 11.00 am – 12 noon at The Parish Office 
6 Modbury Court, Modbury 

 

Run by PC Rachel Ward, Parish Clerk Mr David 
Hansford 

and Police Community Support Officer, Stacy Thorn 
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POLICE CONTACT 
DETAILS 

 
Sergeant Jane Corkhill (Neighbourhood Team Sergeant) 

Jane.CORKHILL@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Tel: 08452 777444 x4233 

Rachel Ward (Neighbourhood Beat Manager) 
Rachel.WARD@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Paul O'Dwyer (Police Community Support Officer) 

Paul.O'DWYER@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
 

Stacy Thorn (PCSO) 
Stacy.THORN@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
All the above can be reached on 08452 777444 

Extension 4225 
 

Obviously if there is an emergency the public should dial 999 
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To take part in the 50-50 Draw contact the 
Membership Secretary:   Lyn Weeks – 830007 
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MANY THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  
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Relatively lean pickings for this month’s school report as 
much of the community seems to be in hibernation. 
Nevertheless, a warm welcome goes to the new reception 
children Ella, Alfie, Elie, Henry, James, Aurora, Rafi, 
Scarlet and Kinny whose first taste of big school – tray 
sledging on the school field – was as fun as it was atypical. 
 
The school managed to stay open through even the worst of 
the polar blasts, thanks to some truly Scott of the Antarctic 
efforts from staff, particularly Mrs Thong, whose husky 
towed her all the way on foot from Ivybridge. 
 
Thanks also to James Thomas who, as his own school was 
closed, took the time to grit the Cresta Run, formerly known 
as Back Street, to make it easier, and safer, for us to get to 
ours. 
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This month is going to be a busy one for the choir which is 
taking part in two prestigious music events. The first, 
Saltash Festival, takes place later this week. See the Friday 
Flyer or contact Sarah Gill for details. 
 
And the choir has once again been asked to sing alongside 
the Mayflower Chorus in its annual show. Other special 
guests include the Plymouth Area Police Choir. Again, 
ticket details and show times are available from Mrs Gill. 
�
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The PTA is beginning to plan this year’s fundraising events. 
Keep an eye on the Flyer for details of upcoming meetings. 
All ideas and suggestions are welcome, as are all parents 
since meetings are open to everyone. Don’t forget, if you 
can’t make it to a meeting, then you can always pass a 
message on to Tracey Fox or Claire Hagger. We rely on 
these ideas to keep the fundraising going. 
 
And whilst we’re on the subject, many thanks to Possum for 
all her hard work in putting together the Christmas Craft 
Fair that ran alongside the school bazaar and helped raise a 
whopping £1,000 for school funds. 

������
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We nearly cancelled our January meeting 
– our usual venue was not available but 
thanks to a brilliant idea by our new 
Treasurer, Audrey Cresswell, we were 
allowed to meet in the library at Flete 
House.  Audrey contacted Bob Perrin 
who is a Flete resident and he obtained 
permission from the management, not 
only for the use of the library for 
January, but for February as well.  
Thanks Bob for being our host for the 
evening and for your financial 
contribution. 
 
In spite of the cold weather we were 
pleased to welcome about 40 members, 
including some of the Flete residents 
who had been invited to join us.  Our 
Speaker was Tony Burges from Honiton 
who had a good journey – only 24 hours 
after the snowstorm which had closed 
the A38.   
 
The title of Tony’s talk was ‘A Devon 
Selection’ illustrated by a number of 
colour slides of many of our county’s 
beautyspots, and included views of the 
Jurassic Coast.   
 
Tony was thanked by our Chairman, 
Mary Timmis, who said that it had been 
good to be reminded of all the places 
mentioned in his talk and we shall be re-
visiting some of them with renewed 
interest. 
 
Next month we shall be inviting Reg 
Hannaford from Torcross, whose subject 
will be ‘The D Day Evacuation in 1943 
from 25 square miles of the South 
Hams’.  The meeting will be on 10th 
February commencing at 7.30 pm – in 
the Library at Flete House.  If transport 
is required please ring Mary Timmis 
(830768) or David Mitchell (830446). 
 
Casual visitors welcome at £2.00 per 
meeting. 

David Mitchell 

The first General Meeting in 2010 will 
take place on Monday 1st February in 

the Modbury Club, commencing at 
7.30pm. 
 
New members welcome, subscription 
£11.00 per annum.   
 
At this meeting Wing Commander 
Stanley Pratt will be describing some 
more of his RAF experiences.  We 
would like to hear from any other ex-
Service personnel who may have some 
interesting memories.   

David Mitchell 
 
 

 

MODBURY HERITAGE 
WEBSITE 

9TH January 2010 
 

�"��--��()�%)�"�*����
��.
+������ �:��+����

�

Message: I have just spent ages looking 
at the wonderful collection of 
photographs and the various records and 
history you have collated. My Great, 
Great, Great Grandfather, Edward 
Friend, was from your village, and I 
wanted a map of the area when I started 
looking…...ages later I have been 
thoroughly well engaged and intrigued 
with the extent and accessibility of your 
collection. 
 

THANK YOU so much - I have had a 
wonderful time. 

Marylon Jones 
�

Edward Friend male 
Born 26th December 1817 
Father James.   Mother Agnys. Farmer. 

 

 
 

The Modbury Heritage site receives 
many requests for family history 
information.  I thought it would be 
interesting to discover some family 
names from the: 
 

Domesday Book Records 1086 
 

Modbury. Domesday Name: 
Mortberie/Motbilie 

 
Some of the people mentioned: 

Aethelmaer, Alsigie, Alvred the butler, 
Alweard, Alwig, Tabb, Alwine, Drogo, 
Dunning, Eadgifu, Eadmaer, Eadmaer 
Atule, Eadric, Erchenbald, Hamelin, 
Hugh, Mauger de Carteret, Ordwulf, 
Ottar, Reginald de Vautortes, Richard, 
Richard of Ordwolf, Wada, William de 
Lestre. 

 

Roy Sims 
Modbury Heritage Coordinator 
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New members always welcome. 
For further information please 

contact: 
 

Gill Jolly 
 Tel: 01548 831263 
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7.00 pm at the 
Memorial Hall 
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Come along and try it – it’s fun 
 

Pauline 830133 

urypc.co.uk �
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MODBURY PARISH 
COUNCIL  

PARISH OFFICE �
�
�

6 Modbury Court, Church Street 
Modbury 

Tel: 01548 830222 
e-mail  modburypc@tiscali.co.uk 

Hours of Business- 
Mondays 9.00am-1.00pm 

 

Parish Surgery 
10 – 11 am every Saturday 

 

Planning Applications 
 

Notices of planning applications 
lodged with SHDC are displayed on 
the Parish Noticeboard outside the Post 
Office. Copies of plans relating to 
these applications can be inspected at 
the Parish Office during above office 
hours or when a Councillor is on duty. 

�

Contacting Parish 
Councillors 

  

Parish Councillors attend the Parish 
Office, on a rota basis, on Saturday 
mornings from 10.00 - 11.00am. 
Should you have any parish matter you 
would like to discuss come along to 
the Office at 6 Modbury Court. You 
can also call in to the Office on 
Mondays from 9.00am - 1.00pm and 
speak to the Clerk, David Hansford. 
 

He can also be contacted by phone on 
01548 830222 or e-mail 
at modburypc@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

At all other times you can leave a 
message either by phone or e-mail (see 
above) or alternatively you can write a 
letter or speak at the public forum held 
at the beginning of each monthly 
meeting of the Parish Council, held on 
the second Monday of each month at 
7.00pm in the annexe of the Memorial 
Hall.  
 

 

Advertising Tariff 
for  

The Messenger 
 
 

In order to support the publication 
of The Messenger, advertising 
relating to business or of a 
commercial nature will be charged 
at the rates shown below.  
 

Information for community use 
will continue to be published free 
of charge. 
�
�

Single Insertion 
1/9th page £10.50 per insertion 
2/9th page £21.00 per insertion 
1/3rd page £31.50 per insertion 
1/2   page £42.00 per insertion 

 
Three Insertions 

1/9th page   £8.40 per insertion 
2/9th page £16.80 per insertion 
1/3rd page £25.20 per insertion 
1/2   page £33.60 per insertion 

 
Six Insertions 

1/9th page   £6.30 per insertion 
2/9th page £12.60 per insertion 
1/3rd page £18.90 per insertion 
1/2   page £25.70 per insertion 

 
Eleven Insertions 

1/9th page   £4.20 per insertion 
2/9th page   £8.40 per insertion 
1/3rd page £12.60 per insertion 
1/2   page £16.80 per insertion 

Artwork of good black and white 
copy to be supplied. Payment must 
be made in advance.  
Cheques should be made payable to  
‘Modbury Parish Council’  and sent 
to The Parish Office, 6 Modbury 
Court, Church Street Modbury PL21 
0QR. 

For further information please 
contact David Hansford on 

01548 830222 
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Our South Hams District 
Councillors are: 

 

Geoffrey Fielden – 830916 
or 

councillorfielden@ 
southhams.gov.uk  

 

Mark Lawrence –  830423  
or  

Cllr.Lawrence@southhams.gov.uk     

Our representative on 
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL 
is William Mumford and he 

can be contacted on: 
01752 873002 or 

william.mumford@devon.gov.uk  
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Please send all copy, by e-mail to 
prestons@onetel.com or deliver 
to the Parish Office (please note 
that all advertisements should be 
submitted ONLY  via the Parish 
office – see below).  
 

Payment for all advertisements 
must be made in advance. 
Cheques should be made 
payable to ‘Modbury Parish 
Council’ and sent to The 
Parish Office, 6 Modbury 
Court, Church Street. 
Modbury PL21 0QR. For 
further information please 
contact David Hansford on 
01548 830222. 
 
The Modbury Messenger is 
published by The Modbury 
Parish Council and is printed by 
SHDC, Follaton House, Totnes. 
 

The views expressed in the 
Modbury Messenger do not 
necessarily represent those of 
The Modbury Parish Council. 
�
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The Editorial Committee reserve the right to précis/abbreviate any copy 
submitted for inclusion in the Messenger. 



� �

�
� 12 

�

�#��(�"%�"%���*�%#��.�!�����.����",�������"�%������ -��!�(�!�)"��"��*����
���������8)%#��%�%#��-�)���8�)%%�"�-���)��)�"��*�.� !�����2��)�#����"()��

�
A 5����

�


